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Full electrics. The Harley- 
Davidson SS-350. Takes the 
kick out of starting. Puts it in 
the going. 

Motivated by the 350cc 
Harley-Davidson power plant 
that moves you down express 
lanes, keeps you hanging in 
there on back road turns. 

All the torque you'll ever 


*"*needeNeatly ratioed through 


the 5-speed box. 

(With 5-under-foot, who 
wants 4-on-the-floor?) 

A most responsive, beautiful 


touch. In handling. And styling. 


The Harley-Davidson 
SS-350. 

Sets you free. 
Harley-Davidson, 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201 Ue 
Member Motorcycle Industry Council - 
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Harley-Davidson SS-350. 
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The new bike group would call 
Bill Inglis a traditionalist. That’s 
because he rides an AJS/Match- 
less “Thumper” for the pure fun 
of it. 

In fact, he’s rather on the con- 
servative side. 

Bill doesn’t compete, except 
against himself. On weekends he'll 
set up his own off-road competi- 
tion course for the “Тһитрег”. 
Or maybe wail around the moun- 
tains on a Bultaco TSS-200 road 
bike. His choice of helmets — a 








Bell Super Magnum. 

Bill has to be conservative, 
since he works with millions of 
dollars a year for one of the 
largest real estate companies in 
the world. 

As a leasing agent, dealing with 
large office buildings, Bill is ex- 
posed to the most professional 
people and equipment in the 
world. When he makes a deci- 
sion, it's got to be right. 

It’s no wonder you'll find him 
wearing a Bell Helmet. 


Shouldn't You? 








Insist on this mark on 
every helmet you buy 





When you are a leasing agent Юга giant 
company you can’t afford a wrong decision. 
You can't, if you are a bike rider, either. 
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€ditorial 
Norton-Villiers Triumph 


e In a statement delivered by Dr. Felix 
Kalinski, President of The Birmingham 
Small Arms Company Incorporated, tenta- 
tive plans were announced *. . . to create 
under one management a unified British 
motorcycle company." Thus came the pos- 
sible end of BSA-Triumph as we have 
known it these past 30 years, the end of 
Norton as we have known it for the past 
25, and the beginning—if all goes well—of 
a British motorcycle combine that has a 
solid chance to survive. 

While the final realignment is at this 
time incomplete, the fundamentals are: 1) 
that BSA-Triumph will be merged with 
Norton-Villiers to form a new company to 
be called Norton-Villiers Triumph; 2) that 
“. . . the combined activities will be man- 
aged by a group to be headed up by Mr. 
Dennis Poore as Chairman and Chief Ex- 
ecutive Officer, and Lord Shawcross, the 
present chairman of BSA Ltd., as Deputy 
Chairman." (Poore, the Shark of Marston 
Road, is the Chairman of Manganese 
Bronze Holdings Ltd., Norton-Villiers' 
parent company); 3) with financial assist- 
ance from the British government and 
hopefully some from Barclays Bank Nor- 
ton-Villiers Triumph will have more than 
$50,000,000 in working capital with which 
to operate. 

And there you are. Just as MG, Jaguar, 
Standard Triumph, Rover, Austin and 
Morris came together as British Leyland to 
try to compete more successfully in the 
world and domestic automobile markets, 
so, if the merger goes through, we'll have 
Norton and Triumph. With $50,000,000 
the new company can either remain satis- 
fied with the combined market penetration 
it already has in the four-stroke big-bore 
class and spend the money damming a 
showerhead of small oil-leaks, attending to 
a host of tiny niggles and refining its fun- 
damental product approach, or it can 
thrash in the headwaters of model-for-mo- 
del competition with the Japanese and go 
down in gaudy and glorious disaster. Be- 
fore the proposed merger Triumph's capi- 
talization stood at $28,000,000, and there 
is the possibility that the new company will 
be able to make mistakes with $50,000,000 
that Triumph couldn't afford on a more 
modest sum. 

But the suspicion here is that Dennis 
Poore, having guided Norton to a position 
of prominence and respect against enor- 
mous odds, will not make any mistakes, 
and that barring any substantial British la- 
bor upheavals Norton-Villiers Triumph 
should flourish. Look what the combine 
will have going for it: 

The one component that has kept the 
Norton viable is its Isolastic engine-mount- 
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ing system. Heavily protected by a web of 
patents, Isolastic could be available in 1974 
on the Triumph 500 twin, 750 twins, and 
750 triple. 

With fresh capitalization the combine 
might be able once again to be competitive 
on the world's racetracks and cash in on 
all the good things that winning brings. 

New money means fresh engineering 
and rapid change, two things God knows 
have been in short supply on the British 
motorcycle scene since Stonehenge. Tech- 
nology feeds on itself. The changes that 
have taken place since Honda introduced 
the 750 Four may have seemed extensive; 
five years from now you will feel all the 
development that took place between 1968 
and 1973 could be hidden in the navel of a 
gnat. Manufacturing concerns have to re- 
act to advances made by their competitors. 
With new money and new organization 
Norton-Villiers Triumph should be able to 
react a little faster, and who knows? An 
electric starter might be just around the 
corner. 

With a little luck Norton-Villiers Tri- 
umph may be able to juice up production 
of their more popular models (Triumph is 
having, for example, one of their better 
sales years), which usually means more vol- 
ume, which usually means more money, 
which usually means smiles all around. 

And if the company doesn't overreach in 
that curious British megalomaniac way 
and attempt to out-Yamaha Yamaha with 
a 500cc six-cylinder fuel-injected water- 
cooled two-stroke, some successful new 
motorcycle designs might be in the offing. 
Don't forget for a second that there are 
things the British can do with motorcycles 
that few other manufacturers in the world 
can duplicate. They can make great big 
bikes handle, for one, and if N-V T intro- 
duced in 1974 an Isolastic 850cc Trident 
and were able to sell it for $1,800 retail, 
don't you think it would be a success? But 
it must be remembered at the same time 
that there are things every motorcycle 
manufacturer in the world can do that the 
British cannot, like junking everything 
they've learned and beginning with a new 
engineer and a new piece of paper and de- 
livering unto the world a bell-ringer that 
shoves the state of the art ahead five years. 
The British can't. They'd be foolish to try. 
They must evolve what they've got and re- 
fine what they know. If they try to drop 
the collective jaw of the motorcycling uni- 
verse the Japanese will eat them alive. 

Beyond better motorcycles and more of 
them, what the new alignment will mean in 
the United States is difficult to predict. 
Dealerships specializing in BSA-Triumph 
motorcycles have gone through a complete 


180-degree switcheroo in the past ten 
years. In the beginning they were exclusive 
BSA or Triumph dealers. In the early Six- 
ties they started taking on one or two Japa- 
nese franchises, selling the tiddlers from 
the corner of the shop and riding the 
boom. Now there are few, if any, exclusive 
British-bike dealerships; they have turned 
into predominantly Suzuki or Yamaha or 
Kawasaki or Honda dealers, and they sell 
Triumphs from the corner of the shop. 

But Norton-Villiers Triumph has more 
muscle now than either of the two compa- 
nies have had since the early Sixties; more 
muscle in terms of product, more muscle 
in terms of volume, and more muscle in 
terms of distribution. A few years back 
BSA-Triumph, with its solidly entrenched 
dealer network but with a storage of bikes 
to sell, was eyeing distribution rights for a 
number of European manufacturers. When 
that administration was swept out the 
mega-distribution idea was put in abey- 
ance, Top Gear Accessories and Rickman 
Motorcycles being the only fruits of an 
idea too complex for its time. Possibly it is 
no longer too complex; possibly, with the 
new funding and the new management, 
Norton-Villiers Triumph could set up deal- 
ers with protected franchises selling the 
best products from England, Spain, Italy, 
and Germany. Under such an arrangement 
companies like Puch and DKW could take 
advantage of an existing and coordinated 
dealer network, and the dealers could com- 
pete strongly against the broader-range of- 
ferings of the Japanese. 

To make the prospect the more appeal- 
ing (at least as far as Dennis Poore and 
Norton-Villiers Triumph are concerned), 
the large dealerships specializing in Japa- 
nese products in this country have been 
busily whittling away at one another's 
throats for about a year now, cutting prices 
to beat the band and trying to clear over- 
supplies of 1972s to make room for 1973 
model lines as long as a New York traffic 
jam. That means that a protected Europe- 
an-bike dealership would be even more val- 
uable, compared to a Japanese-bike dealer- 
ship, because profit-per-unit would be 
higher and competition less rapacious. 

So what has become in the last three 
years a timid shadow of a giant (BSA-Tri- 
umph) looks as if it's going to hook up 
with a small but successful company (Nor- 
ton-Villiers) whose destiny has been chart- 
ed by a wizard. Dennis Poore, one of the 
most profoundly competent and sensitive 
executives in the motorcycle industry, is 
running the show. It might be the Charge 
of the Light Brigade all over again. 
Chances are that it won't. 

——Cook Neilson 
CYCLE 


otorcycle tires. 


There’s one thing about riding a motorcycle that’s 
common to driving any other vehicle on the road. 

When you're least expecting it, you can find yourself 
having to make a sudden maneuver to avoid trouble. 

But there’s one thing about a motorcycle that’s different 
from every other vehicle on the road. 

On a motorcycle, you only have two wheels to 
rely on. 

That’s why your tires should be the most reliable tires 
you can get. Tires that will give you the greatest possible 
traction and maneuverability. 

Which is exactly what the Pirelli MT 11 is designed to do. 

The new MT 11 is made from a special rubber compound 
called BMSS, formulated to take the temperatures generated 
by high speeds. 
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PIRELLI TIRE CORPORATION, 600 THIRD AVE., NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 





Its high-traction tread pattern extends up into the 
shoulder area of the tire for surefooted cornering and braking. 
On just about any surface. 

The MT 11 was developed especially for big super bikes. 

But you don't have to own a road bike to get the kind of 
performance the MT 11 gives you. 

There's a Pirelli motorcycle tire in the right size and 
tread pattern for just about every type 
of motorcycle made. 

Pirelli motorcycle tires. 

Your worst moments on the 
road are some of their best moments. 


Free 


Motorcycle Tires 











Mayoe it 
should be called 
Yamaha Beach 








. Florida. 





























It's hard to be humble when you 
run circles around your compe- 
tition. And that's just what 
Yamaha did for the second 
straight year at the 32nd Annual 
Daytona Motorcycle Classic. 

It was Yamaha, one, two, 
three in the 200 Mile Expert 
National Championship Road 
Race. Yamaha Racing Team 
Members Jarno Saarinen and 
Kel Carruthers finished first and 
second, while privateer Jim 
Evans placed third. 

The 350cc, water-cooled, 
Yamaha machines literally blew 
the 750cc “Superbikes” off the 
track in the most important 
motorcycle event in the western 
hemisphere. 

Gary Fisher and Don Castro 
of the Yamaha Race Team 
placed first and second in the 
250cc Expert/Junior 100 Mile 
Road Race, while six other 
Yamaha machines placed in the 
top ten. 

Yamaha Team Member, 
Pierre Karsmakers outclassed 
all competition to win the Open 
Class National Championship 
Motocross Race. And earned 
the Florida Winter-AMA Series 
Championship. 

Look at these Daytona re- 
sults. And then go out and look 
ata Yamaha. 


200 Mile Expert National Championship 
Road Race-Sunday, March 11,1973. 


1st Jarno Saarinen 
2nd Kel Carruthers 
3rd Jim Evans 


Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 


250cc Expert/Junior 100 Mile Road Race 
-Saturday, March 10,1973. 


Ist Сагу Fisher Yamaha 
2nd Don Castro Yamaha 
3rd John Long Yamaha 
4th Ron Pierce Yamaha 
5th David Smith Yamaha 
6th Steve Baker Yamaha 
"th | Jim Evans Yamaha 
8th Art Baumann Kawasaki 
9th Yvon Duhamel | Kawasaki 


10th Howard Lynggard Yamaha 


Open Class National Championship 
Motocross Race-Saturday, March 10,1973. 


Ist Pierre Karsmakers Yamaha 


100 Mile Junior Road Race-Friday, 
March 9, 1973. 


1st Phil McDonald Yamaha 
2nd Dennis Varnes Yamaha 
3rd Bob Deiss Harley- 
Davidson 
4th Gary McGoron Yamaha 
5th Mike Caves Yamaha 
6th John Green Kawasaki 
7th Jessie Byars Yamaha 
8th Larrance Bleil Yamaha 
9th Brian Abbott Yamaha 
10th Bruce Lind Kawasaki 
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Amateur Road Races-Wednesday, 
March 7, 1973. 
Class Il, 101cc-125cc 


Ist. Henry Olynger, Jr. Yamaha 


2nd James Martin Yamaha 
3rd John Hubbard Yamaha 
4th Dennis Martin Yamaha 
5th Jerry Horner Yamaha 
6th Douglas Wilson Yamaha 
Class V, 201cc-250cc 

Ist William Hoevel Yamaha 
2nd Dennis Kirk Ossa 
3rd | Sam Blanton Yamaha 


Class МІ, 201cc-250cc, Multi Cylinder, 
two-stroke. 251cc-360cc, other engines. 


Ist John Gleason Yamaha 
2nd Randy Cleek Yamaha 
3rd William Weigle ^ Yamaha 


4th Clifford Guild, Jr. Yamaha 
5th Murray Hoffman Yamaha 
6th Edward Eaton, Jr. Yamaha 


7th J. Ridgeway, Jr. Yamaha 
8th Shane Jones Yamaha 
9th Phil Sanders Yamaha 
lOth Frank Dellinger Yamaha 


76 Mile Novice Road Race-Saturday, 


March 10,1973. 
Gary Blackman Yamaha 
John Solimine | Yamaha 
Murray Hoffman Yamaha 
Edward Daley Yamaha 
Tommy Hall Yamaha 
Clifford Guild, Jr. Yamaha 
Steve Morehead Yamaha 
Kevin Stafford Yamaha 


William Peters, Jr. Yamaha 
Chuck Killen Yamaha 


1973 Alligator Enduro- 
251cc-Open B Class 


Ist Robert D. Harris Yamaha 


Powder Puff 
Ist Lynn Kahler Yamaha 











Just for the Record 


e “Get a load of this," I called out to Bar- 
bara, who was in the kitchen. "Here's a 
guy in Japan who set the record for Slow 
Cycling on a bicycle by remaining station- 
ary for five-and-a-half hours." 

Barbara, Team Stupid's Gal Thursday 
and Chief Supporter (moral, athletic, and 
monetary) came out of the kitchen wiping 
Jell-O off her hands. 

"What are you reading?" she asked 
laughing. “That’s a record you could top 
on a motorcycle any day." 

“Thanks for your consummate faith in 
my abilities," I replied. “I am looking 
through the new 1973 edition of the Guin- 
ness Book of World Records. It's a com- 
plete gas. Did you know that the longest 
menu in the world measures nearly four 
feet in length and list 177 dishes? Some res- 
taurant in Copenhagen." 

“That’s fascinating.” 

“Or how about this: there’s a recorded 
case of a person with 13 fingers on each 
hand and 12 toes on each foot.” 

“That’s nothing," Barb scoffed. “El 
Tigre is all thumbs.” Considering the me- 
chanical ability of our Team Stupid me- 
chanic, I had to agree she had a point. 

“Well, then, listen to this,” I urged as 
she tried to get back into the kitchen. “The 
heaviest human ever weighed 1,069 
pounds. When he died he was buried in a 
coffin the size of a piano case.” 

“And if you don’t stick to your diet your 
bike is going to get swaybacked,” was her 
answer. 

“Your encouragement is all I need, 
m'luv," said I as I followed her retreat into 
the kitchen. “Тһе sweetest substance in the 
world comes from Nigerian serendipity 
berries." 

“Try this Jell-O,” Barbara offered. I 
took only a few spoonsful, and, mindful of 
my diet, headed back to the easy chair. 

“The element Californium,” I yelled, “15 
the most expensive substance. A pound 
costs 530 million dollars." 

“Wait 'til you see what tonight's dinner 
cost," came the reply from the kitchen. 
“ТЕП be ready in about an hour." 

I set the Bantam paperback aside for a 
moment while I pondered what sort of din- 
ner one could put together that would 
compare in cost with Californium. On only 
a moment’s reflection, I decided that with 
the way food prices have continued to 
climb it was entirely possible. To be sure, it 
could be a dinner of dog-food, mush and 
colly greens and approach a king's ransom. 
It was a good thing that Miss B had a de- 
cent income, otherwise we wouldn't be 
able to afford even hamburgers. 

El Tigre arrived as expected to share in 
the evening repast. The gracious guest, as 
usual, he brought the cocktail makings. 
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Downhill Straight 











This World War II surplus Navy torpedo 
alcohol mixes with anything, and indeed, 
must be. Uncut, one sip is enough to get 
you running 20 knots at a depth of 12 feet 
for almost 1,500 yards. It is however, very 
economical. 

“Did you know,” I asked him, * that the 
most alcoholic man in the world is on rec- 
ord as having put away four bottles of wine 
every day for 23 years? He died aged 61 
years." 

"Si," he answered, and went back to his 
drink. I have never failed to be amazed at 
El Tigre's unrevealed acumen. I once 
asked him if he knew enough to get in out 
of the rain. He answered: “Si.” His knowl- 
edge is all-encompassing, excluding the 
field of motorcycle mechanics, which is 
what he does. He thinks a con rod is a 
small gun carried by bunko artists. 

Barbara soon announced that dinner 
was served: "Come an' get it," she called 
from the kitchen. Buffet style, you know. 

El Tigre and I went in to fill our plates. 
One look and I knew it was an economical 
meal. I didn't say anything, but to me it 
looked like dog-food, mush and colly 
greens. El Tigre, known far and wide for 
his gourmet tastes took seconds the first 
time around. We sat down to the table 
where torpedo juice thinned with grape 
juice provided a not unpleasant concord 
wine. Gone forever are the days of a good 
Batard-Montrachet. 

"Did you know," I asked as I dawdled 
over my food," that Chateau Mouton 
Rothschild 1929 is the most expensive 
wine in the world? It sold for $9,200 a Jer- 
oboam. That's $300 per glass." 

"Si" said El Tigre, as he continued to 
attack his plate. When he had finished the 
plate, he got another, and some more food 
to go on it. I managed to flush most of 
mine down the toilet while Barb was 
sneaking a frozen pizza slice in the kitchen. 
With chow like this, I thought, it will be 
easy to lose weight. I would just have to 
ignore the fainting spells. 

We gathered in the living room. I re- 
sumed looking at the World Records book. 
To be sure, I found it hard to put down. 

“I see here where a guy drove a go-kart 
23,300 miles around the world to set a rec- 
ord. He must have gotten a sore tail,” I 
remarked. 

“What have they got in there on bikes?" 
asked Barbara. El Tigre was drifting off for 
a little siesta. 

“Not too much," I replied. "They've got 
the Earliest, Fastest, Largest, and Most 
Expensive. And I'm quite sure they have 
made a couple of little mistakes in that de- 
partment. Then they have some speed rec- 
ords, and car-jumping records, and the 
fastest course and such. And the Most Suc- 


cessful Racing Motorcycle. They seem to 
be a bit off, there too,” I said, “but I don't 
think it's worth it to argue the fine points 
with them. However, I think the records 
are a bit scanty." 

Without waiting for the question ‘why,’ 
which might not have come at all, I contin- 
ued. "It's because the records in the mo- 
torcycle world are too limited. Like, this 
book will tell you who ate the most yards 
of spaghetti in the least amount of time. It 
will tell you where the largest shoe shop in 
the world is. It will tell you who is the 
wealthiest person, and who was the most 
miserly. It will tell you almost anything 
that has to do with the largest, smallest, 
fastest, slowest, highest, lowest, oldest or 
newest of just about anything you can 
think of. But I simply find the area of mo- 
torcycling to be skimped over. Just think 
of all the records that could be recorded 
for posterity if only they knew." 

*Maybe you should write the people 
who write that book a letter," suggested 
our Barbara. 

"Right you are," I answered spiritedly, 
and sprang for the desk wherein I could 
find paper and pencil. I wound up on the 
floor, tripping as I did over The Barb's 
outstretched leg. By this strategy, she 
reached the desk before me. Why she will 
not allow me to get near pointed items like 
pencils is totally beyond me. Perhaps it is 
only that she likes to take dictation . . . to 
play at being The Secretary. Well, I 
thought, as I got off the rug, if that makes 
her happy, then fine by me. I never could 
afford a real secretary. 

“Pm ready," she said, settling in a chair 
opposite mine. “Where shall we start?” 

“First record we can send them. . . 
Let's see," I mused. “I got it: Longest Sin- 
gle-handed Drive to a Race with a Non- 
Functioning Motorcycle." 

"Who's the record-holder,” she asked 
naively. 

“Ме, of course," I replied modestly. 
"How many times have you known me to 
drive all the way to, say, Danville, only to 
find that the bike wouldn't even start. Or 
that time we went to Laconia without any 
jets in the carb?" 

“That time it wasn’t single-handed,” she 
corrected. 

“I stand corrected," I said, “but I think 
I still hold the record. Put it down. Got 
10022 

"Right." 

*Next put down Longest Time Spent in 
Preparing a Racer That Never Raced. I 
hold that title, too. I put two years into 
that old Motobi, and it is still rusting away 
in a garage in New Jersey somewhere." 

“Үои never raced that bike?" she asked. 

“Raced it, you ask, I never even ran it.” 
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CZ 125-250. 


400 


New, for all the 








The CZ motocross is made for one purpose. To 
go faster and easier over rough terrain than any 
other bike. And to do it weekend after weekend, 
year-in and year-out. 

At CZ. we don't make changes just to say we 
have a new model. 

So for 1973, we have made refinements that 
will help you go even faster. A 5 speed gear box 
for the 250. New, improved carburetor for all 
3 bikes. A “sunburst” head for increased cooling 
for the 250 and 400. New Grand Prix tank and 
styling. And an engine that puts out enough 
""out-of-the-crate" horsepower to win every moto. 

A frame that is virtually unbreakable. De- 
signed to get around corners quick, but great 
stability when you're hooking it in the rough. 

Waterproofing and dustproofing keeps the CZ 
engine running strong and ignition dry. And the 
dual-coil ignition that fires both plugs simul- 
taneously so you won't be left stranded. Pre- 
cision parts; chains, sprockets, gears that seem 
to last forever. Welded levers, Barum tires and 
a new light and flexible fiberglass front fender. 

At CZ. we build for speed, strength, handling 
and durability; for motocross, cross-country and 
desert . . . we'll let our 32 world's titles speak 
for themselves. 

CZ is built for the rider. That's why it's not 
only a better dirt bike, it's a better CZ. So much 
better that when you ride one, you'll see why 
our changes are all for the right reasons. 


Check one out at your nearest CZ dealer today. 
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125 MX, 250 MX, 400 MX 


JAWA-CZ 


AMERICAN JAWA, LTD. 


WEST: 3745 Overland Ave., Los Angeles, Ca. 90034, 
EAST: 185 Express St., Plainview, Long Island, N.Y. 11803 
CANADA: Skoda & Jawa Motors Canada Ltd. 

7600 Trans-Canada Hwy., Montreal 377 Ca. 





















































JOCK ITCH 
_ ISNTSOMETHING 
TO BE TREATED LIGHTLY. 








Jock Itch is a fungous infection 
It can become serious. 

It can keep coming back even 
though you try all manner of 
"remedies," from baby powder 
to petroleum jelly. 

But you can get fast relief 
with Cruex®, the spray-on medi- 
cated powder specifically made 
to fight Jock Itch. 

Cruex soothes itchy, inflamed (. 
skin. Cushions against further 
irritation. And absorbs per- 


spiration (an important factor 
n the growth of Jock Itch fungi 
—tinea cruris). Its medication 
directly attacks susceptible 

fungi. And because you spray 
Cruex on, you can reach into 
hard-to-get-at places and avoid the 
sting or burn of rubbing, dab- 
bing, or smearing. So fight 

Jock Itch seriously (and help keep 
it from recurring) with cooling, 
soothing Cruex. Guaranteed to 
work or your money back. 


CRUEX. THE MEDICATED SPRAY 
SPECIALLY FORMULATED TO FIGHT JOCK ITCH. 





Pavar 
B PHARMACRAFT 


©1972 Pharmacraft Division Pennwalt Corporation 




























New at KK 
BELL HELMETS 


BELL STAR 


The “Star” of the Bell line is the ultimate 
in safety helmets with maximum head 
and face protection. It is truly a helmet 
for the professional and is worn by the 
front-runners in every motorsport. The 
star is better than any combination of 
Sa helmet, goggles, and mask. Luxurious, 
comfortable, black brushed nylon cov- 





ered padding is fire retardant and covers 
one full inch of non-resilient impact 
foam. The shell is high strength fiber- 
glass. Individual sizes, for perfect fit. 
Тһе “flip shield" feature is easy to oper- 
ate and affords fog-free visibility. Inex- 
pensive, shatter resistant plastic shields 
are replaceable. Available in white or 
international orange. S.H.C.A., Snell '70 
and AMA Group 1 approved. Exceeds 
A.N.S.I. 790/1-1966 specifications. 





KK SELLS oec, MEMBER 
TO M.C. А MOTORCYCLE 
DEALERS (, ) INDUSTRY 
ONLY ма COUNCIL 


"THE ENTHUSIAST'S SUPPLY HOUSE" 


KK Motorcycle Supply 


431 E. 3RD ST., DAYTON, OHIO 45402 (513) 222-7818 
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El Tigre awoke at that point, mumbled a 
good night, and stumbled out the door. We 
were sorry to see him go. He's such good 
company. 

"Let's get back to the list," I said after 
he had left. 

“How about Latest Getting to The 
Grid," Barbara asked unseriously. 

"Put that down," I shot back, leaping at 
the idea. I was pretty certain I held that 
record for the time I showed up at the line 
at Laconia when the number-one board 
was held horizontal to indicate 30 seconds. 

“What about Most Last Place Finishes," 
she offered kindly. 

“I don't think I can lay claim to that 
honor," I admitted reluctantly. “It just 
seems that way, and I don't think I can 
substantiate it," I said honestly. “But for a 
few next-to-last-places the record might be 
mine.” The thought that some minor suc- 
cesses had wrenched from my grasp yet 
another World Record was depressing, to 
say the most. “‘I’ve got another one, 
though," I said brightening. ‘‘Longest- 
Held Uncashed AMA’Entry Deposit 
Check. Put that down. Гуе got one that 
has been laying around for years. Boy, I'll 
bet that screws their account counter- 
clockwise,” I observed with not some little 
mirth. I realized, though, that I could nev- 
er cash that check, even if I was down to 
my last cent, because I might lose the rec- 
ord. 

At that point I suggested we pause in 
our labors for a spot of unlaced grapefruit 
juice, and would Barbara prepare it, which 
she did. 

“I can't wait to see my records pub- 
lished in the next edition of the Guinness 
book," I said sipping. 

“What,” said The Barb, “if they don't 
accept them?" 

“Don’t be a kill-joy," I scolded, and af- 
ter a pause, “but I don't know what then." 
I sat and sulked for a moment. 

“You could always make a DHS contest 
out of it all," she suggested. I thought 
about that for a bit and dismissed the idea. 

“That wouldn’t do, really,” I said. 

“Why not? I think it would make a great 
contest." 

“Simple,” I replied, “If I opened the rec- 
ord field to everybody I'd probably lose all 
of my titles. There's just too much compe- 
tition out there." —Mike Shuter 
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MOTOCROSS 


..THE ALL NEW TIRE THAT REALLY 
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SUPER WIDE! WIDER.. 
TOUGHER...MORE TRACTION. 
PROVE IT YOURSELF 
BY COMPARISON ... 
AT YOUR 
FAVORITE 
DEALER. 


POPULAR SIZES: 


350 х 18 

Ыы  400х18 
B 435 x 18 
300 x 21 


SS! 


f CARLISLE 


TIRE & RUBBER DIVISION 
CARLISLE CORPORATION, CARLISLE, PA. 17013 
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in need. 





Chilton's Motorcycle Repair & Tune-up Guides. 


There are a lot of other manuals around — basically 
rehashes or outright copies of factory manuals— 
stuff that you, the rider, cannot use. 

But Chilton Guides are no ordinary manuals. 
They're loaded with fresh, essential, practical in- 
formation to help you prevent trouble, with precisely 
detailed preventive-maintenance schedules. To keep 
your bike in street tune—or supertune— with easy- 
to-follow diagnosis and adjustment instructions. То 
get you out of trouble, with comprehensive, accurate 
repair procedures. 

Because the Chilton editors who write these 
Guides are also rider/mechanics. They've been 
through it all, step by step. They've anticipated 
problems you might encounter. They have the knowl- 
edge and experience to explain with language and 
illustrations you'll understand. 

In short, Chilton Motorcycle Guides are your 
kind of books. Clear, concise, totally useful. For the 
few bucks they cost, probably the most useful buy 
you'll ever make for a bike. 


The most complete series available, covering 
most major makes and models. 

e BSA e BMW e Harley-Davidson Singles e Harley- 
Davidson V-Twins e Honda Fours e Honda Singles e 
Honda Twins e Kawasaki e Suzuki e Triumph e Yamaha 
—and more Chilton guides are now being prepared. 


Organized for fast help. 


e Table of contents lists all major headings with page 
references. 

* Each guide starts with complete model identifica- 
tion information and description, including speci- 
fications—even the development history of your bike. 
e Contents arranged for maximum convenience. 
Chapters on Maintenance, Tune-up, Engine and 
Transmission, Lubrication System, Fuel System. 
Electrical System, Chassis, Troubleshooting. 

e Chapters open with a basic description of the sub- 
ject, so even the beginner gets a fundamental under- 
standing before he starts. 

* The appendix shows thread changes, interchange- 
ability and metric-conversion charts. 

Bonus benefits. 

* Complete coverage on all systems— everything you 


can reasonably expect to do yourself —you won't be 
led into hopeless projects. 


* Informative illustrations—many photos, drawings, 
exploded views, diagrams, tables. 

* Notes and cautions, sprinkled throughout, to help 
you avoid possible pitfalls and problems. 

* Helpful hints on how to get some jobs done without 
those hard-to-get factory tools specified in service 
manuals. 

High value, low price. 

To work with all the material shown in just one 





Chilton Guide, you would have to wade through a 
half-dozen factory manuals and other references. 
They'd be worth about $20.00— if you could get them. 

Yet, in durable hardcover, Chilton Motorcycle 
Repair & Tune-up Guides sell for just $6.95— even 
lower for the Yamaha ($5.95). And you can get many 
of these Guides in paperback — only $4.95. 


CHILTON BOOK COMPANY 


Radnor, Pa. 19089 
Fill in and mail this coupon! 


TO: CHILTON BOOK COMPANY 
Dept. C673 
Radnor, Pa. 19089 


Û Send your free brochure describing Chilton's 
Motorcycle Repair & Tune-up Guides. 

О Send me the Chilton's Motorcycle Repair & Tune- 
up Guide for 
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The superb “Hi-Speed” 22:22 


lent quality, developed especially 


e e for 1 : "n" 
street tire gives rds SERT Sella 


and safe, that the longer you drive 


maximum cycle power. 527" 


Ф YOKOHAMA 








THE YOKOHAMA RUBBER CO.,LTD. ———————————————- С.Р.О. Box: 1842, Tokyo, 100-91, Japan Telex: J24673 Cable Address: "YOKORUCO TOKYO" Telephone: Tokyo 432-7111 
REAR FRONT RIBBED DISTRIBUTORS: 
ACCESSORY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. SELF CYCLE & MARINE DISTRIBUTORS 
175, FAIR ST., PALISADES PARK, N.J. 07650 1606, PINSON ST., TARRANT, ALA. 35217 
NICHOLS MOTORCYCLE SUPPLY, INC. HAWAII CYCLE SUPPLY, INC. 
4135 WEST, 126TH ST., CHICAGO (ALSIP), ILL. 60658 973, COOKE ST., HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813 
WHEELSPORT DISTRIBUTING CO. SUDCO INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION 
334 N.W. 11TH AVE., PORTLAND, OREG. 97209 1824 E. 22ND ST., LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 90058 
HAP JONES DISTRIBUTING COMPANY NICAN TRADING COMPANY LIMITED 
w : 2 CLINTON PARK, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94119 1010 MAINLAND ST., VANCOUVER B.C., CANADA 
ve22 Y623 vos! qY980 YO9SZ SUDCO SOUTH, INC. ANDERSON-KITTELSON DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 


1376 SALFORD DRIVE, HOUSTON, TEX 77008 9120 GRAND AVE., SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS , MINN. 55420 
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DUCATI 750 


With the introduction of the 750, Ducati has not produced "just another twin". It has 
developed an unequalled blend of performance, handling and durability in a truly 
vibration-free ride that must be felt to be believed. 


'The 750 incorporates a 90-degree, V-twin engine; five-speed gearbox; front disc brake; 
specially-designed front fork and suspension for pinpoint handling; and head-turning 
styling. And the 750 has already been test ridden and proven, winning the recent Imola 
road race, Europe's most prestigious event. : 


You owe it to yourself to test ride the 750 today at your nearest authorized Ducati dealer. 


BERLINER MOTOR CORP./Hasbrouck Heights, N.J. 07604/Sole U.S. Distributor 
A Berliner Group Member/NortoneAJS*Ducatie Moto GuzzieBeBeeMetzeler Tires 
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Art of Survival 


e Once every twelve months or there- 
abouts, rumblings from the insatiable 
American appetite for off-street bikes 
reaches the mini-premises of Britain's trail- 
trial machine manufacturers, more cor- 
rectly described as people who assemble 
proprietary components and foreign en- 
gines under various tank emblems. Obscu- 
rity surrounds most of the brands, until the 
once-a-year ordering splurge by American 
companies, whose names ring equally un- 
familiar—though nobody cares providing 
the dollar credentials are right. 

So the man in Britain's fringe industry is 
likely to announce proudly a business 
bursting with full-order books; and sorry 
chum, the home market will be forgotten 
since every single machine is spoken for in 
the U.S.A. 

And how many is that? I muse. 

Um-er, around the 200 mark, which 
maybe won't look grand in your bloody cyn- 
ical Pipeline but it's a handy round number 
to blast into bigger things next year, and 
over-ambition at this stage could be our ru- 
ination, damn it all. 

At which point the mini-manufacturer 
dashes away to organize production sched- 
ules. Other people, witnessing the miracle 
of marketing for the promised land for the 
umpteenth time, unkindly lounge around 
waiting for the crash. Then all too fre- 
quently the short-on-ambition operator 
discovers (horrors) there are actually peo- 
ple across the Atlantic with flat and limit- 
ed horizons. 

Maybe the U.S. distributor is the con- 
tented type basking in the prestige of an 
exclusive line, selling in steady enough 
dribbles without upsetting his major busi- 
ness. Accordingly, he sees no merit in 
making an effort to push his fun-line-im- 
port outside his own locality. 

Meanwhile, back in the U.K., the sup- 
plier anxiously counts the days to the big 
breakthrough order, only to receive a de- 
pressing hell-man-we’ve-still-got-150 re- 
sponse. So back ducks the mini-manufac- 
turer's brand into obscurity, waiting for 
the next backer to turn up, followed by a 
man with the fistful of dollars. 

It happens that way for some, if not 
most, but all of this leaves the Rickman 
Brothers unsullied. It has always been the 
other guy's worry as the Rickmans turned 
survival into prosperity. Frame builders 
supreme, they grew to become the coun- 
try's foremost assemblers of complete off- 
street bikes, with assistance from foreign- 
ers named Montesa and Zundapp. Nowa- 
days, with a 5,000 annual output, Rickman 
ranks number three in the British motorcy- 
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cle industry. Which, put in perspective, 
correctly implies that the remnants of Brit- 
ain's traditional motorcycle industry oper- 
ates in a very minor league compared with 
you-know-who. 

The 5,000 figure actually represents un- 
der-production and reflects all the best and 
not-so-good facets of Rickman's operation- 
al style. Less-than-best, because 5,000 is 
probably nudging the Stem Lane capacity, 
and increasing volume by plant expansion 
might well dilute the brothers' control of 
Rickman Brothers. On the credit side, as- 
sured markets allow production to be 
geared to an uninterrupted 12-month flow. 
Therefore, the factory floor remains free of 
machines held back by seasonal fluctua- 
tions. As matters stand, the Rickmans per- 
form their tube bending artistry at one end 
of the premises and containerize complete 
export-packed motorcycles at the other. 
The entire operation hums along smoothly 
in a highly efficient manner, a tribute to 
labor relations, if such industrial niceties 
afflicted Stem Lane. 

Expanding into the realms of 5,000 
sparked a major Rickman reorganization, 
a wider involvement with American mar- 
keting affairs, and a corresponding about- 
face on the U.K. scene. Since moving 5,000 
off-street machines in Britain would con- 
sume seven years of hard slog, the Rick- 
mans were really losing nothing by ignor- 
ing the home market in favor of an 80 per 
cent trans-Atlantic push. In turn, the suc- 
cess of their American venture depended 
on opening new outlets. Which is why the 
Rickmans now trade along with the Amer- 
ican BSA organization. 

The Rickman success in forging the 
BSA link created far less surprise than the 
BSA (Ltd.) change of heart. For many 
years, the front ranks of Birmingham man- 
agement had unswerving opposition to the 
off-street concept, and proclivity for ele- 
vating their noses 10 feet above the compe- 
tition—twice as high at would-be allies. 
Possibly BSA came around because the 
Rickman-Zundapp-Montesa range con- 
tained nothing BSA; it’s a suggestion to be 
appreciated by people remembering earlier 
Rickman attempts at togetherness. But for 
those unfamiliar with the history, it was in 
1967 when the Rickmans introduced their 
Mark IV Metisse kit. They stood back with 
admiration and reckoned that Victor-Me- 
tisse motocrossers would go over sensation- 
ally in American BSA showrooms. More- 
over, they actually had the brazen nerve to 
suggest it to BSA. But, sadly, BSA didn’t 
react. Or at least they did, with mutterings 
about not wanting superb BSA engineering 


bastardized. And to savor that joke fully, 
you must be able to remember the 441cc 
Victor scrambler, BSA’s very own version 
of how to get five-hundred things wrong in 
one easy go. 

The Rickmans, sometimes projected as 
motorcycle folk-heroes for their pioneering 
Metisse work, are obviously no longer rest- 
ing on past glories. But there is no point in 
pretending that their current status 1s at- 
tributable to a secret ability to stay one 
jump ahead of every off-street develop- 
ment. The 125cc Motocross Rickman is a 
nice bike, of course, but the Rickmans 
didn't invent 125 motocrossing by any 
means. Nor has the Six Day Enduro genu- 
ine claim as a trail bike pace-setter (per- 
formance apart), especially considering the 
time Hodaka and others have held the 
stage. The Rickmans, it is fair to say, are 
now conformists to the off-street trend, 
though rather brilliantly interpreting this 
backwoods trend by building bikes with 
marked individual traits. 

The Rickman survive-and-thrive history 
owes something to the Rickman Brothers 
organization's size at given times. Because 
their size was right, and the times right, 
and the economics right, they invariably 
came up with the correct answers to satisfy 
specialist demands. Above all, the Rick- 
mans listen before they leap. 

Listening to American wishes for man- 
size trail bikes endowed with motocross 
handling was a major factor behind the Six 
Day Enduro inspiration. In a totally differ- 
ent area, they heard the British police be- 
moaning their lot, lumbered with standard 
vibrators made into horrid handlers 
through an over-abundance of top weight 
(the radio and stuff). So in 1969, the Rick- 
mans brought out their disc-braked Bogey- 
Bike with a low center of gravity, roadrac- 
ing style frame, and enough space to hang 
some of the weighty gear below tank level, 
instead of above it. Later, when a replace- 
ment was needed for the LE Velocette 
Beat-Bobbies Bike (which had taken over 
the traditional big-boots-and-push-bike 
role), the Rickmans stole a march on the 
dozing competition by offering a detuned 
125 Six Day decked out with leg shields, 
handlebar fairing and panniers. And now 
they are working to condition military 
minds into accepting the lightweight two- 
stroke idea. 

Survival is the art of pulling back in 
time. The Rickmans have the art. In the 
late Sixties they seemed set on a disaster 
course, piloted by crazy ambition to have 
Rickman engines to go with Rickman 
frames. As they were courting Weslake, 
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'The all new 125 Enduro from Premier. Power-packed lightweight, on-the-mark handling for capturing trophies or just rambling along your favorite trail. The 125 
Enduro offers quick response and exciting performance compared with some of the best machines in its class at a suggested retail price lower than you think. 


a ty. Р = 


Check these features found on the most expensive machines and hurry to your local Premier dealer for a test ride today. 


e Five-speed, constant mesh transmission. e Complete street legal lighting. 
e Timkin taper bearings. e Maximum travel fork and suspension. 
e 21” front wheel. e And much, much more. 


PREMIER MOTOR CORP. 


RAILROAD STREET & PLANT ROAD, HASBROUCK HEIGHTS, NEW JERSEY 07604 
SOLE U.S. DISTRIBUTOR 
A BERLINER GROUP MEMBER: NORTON/AJS/DUCATI/MOTO GUZZI/PREMIER MOTORCYCLES & METZELER TIRES 
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There's nothing li 


The Windjammer is unlike any other fairing. It mounts solidly 

to the frame for protection and stability. It has its own head- 

light and wiring harness with quick-disconnect plug for rapid 

installation. It is aerodynamically designed for optimum 
air penetration. Nothing works or looks like it. 







Windjammer is all storage space. 
Right at your fingertips is room for everything. 
ep ПӘ у gertip g 


@ а w a» In addition, many options are available. No 
Le te $*" ij " а Ê: : z 
SA E other fairing can be so easily personalized. 


* ; Send a dollar for complete information and 
pe decals to: 

Vetter Fairing Company, Dept. C, Box 927, 
Rantoul, Ill. 61866. 


Windjammer - There's nothing like it. 


(Q) Vetter 
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MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE 
Taure with the Largest UR ING 
Ty ROPE 


Oldest and most Reliable 
All forms of insurance for Motorcycle 

Write for FREE Brochure 
on our Purchase Scheme 


and Scooter Owners, and Riders At Low 
Rates. 
Harvey Owen 
THE B.S.A/ TRIUMPH CENTER 


* Bodily Injury and Property 
amage Liability 
Dept 12, 181 Walworth Road, 
LONDON, S.E.17. ENGLAND 


01-703 0282 






Write for applications and information on 
our budget premium plan. No obligation. 
Immediate coverage on acceptable appli- 
cants. Local adjusters handle your losses. 
All ages accepted except those under the 
age of 16 in Colorado and Minnesota, and 
under 21 in Washington, D.C. (No insur- 
ance written for residents of Delaware 
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
New York, Nevada, North Carolina, South 
Carolina or Virginia.) 
MOTORCYCLE UNDERWRITERS 


39 So. La Salle St. ° Suite 1116-B 
Chicago, Illinois 60603 








the Rickman-engine-to-be was doomed to 
the following specification: eight valves, 
two cylinders, chain primary drive, sepa- 
rate gearbox—and long live the venerable 
motorcycle engineering of the Thirties. At 
the time, it seemed a good idea to offer 
sophistication and performance in excess 
of Triumph offerings in the twin-cylinder 
line. But it wouldn’t have stood an earthly 
chance against the mass-produced super- 
performers from Kawasaki and company. 
And if the Superbikes hadn’t flattened the 
Rickman engine project, the sheer impossi- 
bility of producing economically-priced en- 
gines in Britain might have crushed Rick- 
man Brothers to full stop. But the Rick- 
mans pulled back in time. It’s not for noth- 
ing that they hit the engine trail to West 
Germany and Spain. 

Survival means continual development 
and moving with the times. The Rickmans 
are moving. They are doing things they've 
never attempted before. They've parti- 
tioned off Don's experimental department, 
shutting out the prying eyes. They've in- 
stalled a dynamometer. . . 

Survival. —Jim Greening 
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"Du Pont registered trademark. Worn by Ake Johnson. 1972 Winner U.S. Grand Prix, Carlsbad. 
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What Suzuki learned in 
winning the World Motocross 
Championship you can ride 
right out of the crate. 


CE. 


Competition has 
had a lot of time to 
study the back of Joel 
Robert and his conquer- 
ing Suzuki. You see, 
we ve won the 250cc 
class World Motocross - 
Championship for the Й 
last three years in a row. 
And they ve lost. 

For the last two years Roger DeCoster has also 
helped us win the 500cc class World Motocross 
Championship. Those were our first with our 400. 
Not bad. Except for the competition. 

What we learned in winning five World Moto- 
cross Championships you can find in our Suzuki 
TM production racers. 

The TM400 Cyclone twists out 36hp at 
6000rpm and 32ft-lbs of torque at 5500rpm. АП 
this is stretched out over a quick handling 55.7" 
wheelbase, and weighs only 235 pounds. It's a lot 
of racer. You d better be a lot of rider. 

The TM250 Champion earned its name. (What 
else would you call a three time winner?) It's 
winning combination is 28hp at 7000rpm, 21.6 
. ft-lbs of torque at 6000rpm, and 220 pounds on a 
responsive 55.9" wheelbase. If you're good, it'll 
make you a winner too. 


Nar \ 





Our smallest racer 
3 is the TM125 Challenger. 
AS But it’s no baby. 18hp 
“= and 10ft-lbs of torque 
\ make this 189 pound 
: Suzuki the contender 
* forthe 125 crown. Like 
| to try it? 
These racers have 
: all the trick goodies you 
need to win. Pointless electronic ignition to reduce 
plug fouling and ignition maintenance. 21" alloy 
front wheel. Automatic CCI lubrication to end 
pre-mixing and prolong engine life. Tucked-in, 
competition-tuned expansion chamber with 
silencer. Primary kick starting to let you start in 
any gear. High-impact, weight saving plastic 
fenders. Race calibrated suspension. 5-speed gear 
box. And number plates. 

The Suzuki TM series. Everything you need 
to win, you can ride right out of the crate. 

U.S. Suzuki Motor Corporation, 
13767 Freeway Drive, Department 
4038, Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 90670. isuzwale 

In Canada, Radco Sales Ltd., 1107 Homer 
Street, Vancouver, B.C. 


Suzuki: built to take on the country. 
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1931: Join the Navy to get away. 


In 1931, Navy flying 
Offered an exciting new 
way to get away and 


Sk S a see the world. 
у ips Today, young men 


апа women still join 
the Navy to seek 
adventure in distant " 
lands. But whetherit's | 





in Naval Aviation or || 
any other branch of the | 
N avy, when you join и 





Tu oda, you get 
CN _ your chance to 
Co succeed. 











The Navy goes everywhere. 


For Broad Experience 
JOIN THE U.S. NAVY 


This Nav Ns riginally ap pa ed in 1931. For a free full-color 
reproduc :tic T op pis your loc si Nav y recruiter's office. 
No obligation, of cours 


1973: Join the Navy to get ahead. 


And you become part of a top-notch team of Navy pros. 
If you quality, the new Navy has over 300 jobs that 
can help you get ahead. Three hundred active, 
interesting jobs made to order for people who want to 
succeed, who want to work, and want to go places 
fast. They're the kind of jobs that keep your head busy, 
that keep your muscles in shape, that you can really get 
| involved in. Like aviation mechanics, weather predicting, 
*9 even plumbing and sheet-metal work. You get 
* training for the kind of job that 
gives you somewhere to 
5 go while you're in the 
Маҷ ауу, xd later, if you decide to leave. 

But there are other reasons for joining 
thenew Navy. Like travel.Jointhe Navy 8 
and see the world is truer today than ever. 
And you'll be traveling in style. Our 

_ famous bell bottoms are now being 

| updated by the handsome new uniform 
on the two men at the far right. Like 
money. More than $340 a month after 
just four months makes you the best-paid 
sailor in history... plus one of the best 
retirement plans in the world and other 
fringe benefits. Like people. Making 

4 life-long friendships is one Navy tradition that will never Nut 

If you think you've got what it takes to make it in the new Navy, send 
in the attached coupon or call toll-free 800-841-8000, 24 hours a day, seven 


d k. ° 
° — Bea success in the New Navy 












It ain t skittery, 


like a 


Paul Sakraida is a man who 
has more use for Yamaha bikes. ж... 
than he does for horses. Paul and his sons, Jack 
and Mark, run a place up in The Rogue River 
Valley of Oregon. 
Paul says the Yamaha 175 has a horse beat 
three ways. "First of all it isn't skittery. You see, 
when youre running neck-and-neck with a half-ton 
bull, you dont want to be riding something skittery. 
Not when youre riding over mud, ruts and 
irrigation ditches’ 
The 175 is also quicker than a 
horse. We had some cattle so wild 
we just wanted to ship em off. You 
think they could catch those things 
on horses? It was comical. Jack finally got 
the bikes out and the cattle in. Its when 
they break away from 
you that you need something 
quickion the pick-up: 
The Yamaha is cheaper 
than a horse. A horse eats 
like a horse. That bike eats 
4 ,$ more like a bird. 
а How did the 
аә Sakraidas happen 
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to decide on the Yamaha 175? "Word of mouth. 
Good dealer service. Good performance on the 
old 90 we had? 

Pauls sons, Jack and Mark, finally get a word 
in edgewise. They like an occasional trail ride up 
to Greyback Mountain, way up beyond George 
the Hermits place. How does the Yamaha per- 
form? “Its got it there when you need it’ says 
Jack. Mark, 18, puts it another way: ‘Weve never 

had to push one back" 
чар Not to be outdone, 
i3. Paul decides to pay the 
y CT3 1/5 a bit of a com- 
A pliment And coming from 
a Піт, ме consider it a very 
handsome compliment. 

He says that as far as he can see theres 

nothing wrong with it. 


19/3 YAMAHA 175 CT3 


Maximum speed range ..................... 67 mph plus 

Glimbingability c: c ero Dee COO 32 degrees 

Minimum braking distance .................. 49ft 31 mph 

Engine фуре и roe ST MEER 2-stroke, Torque Induction? single 
DiSplacementsz ааа А 1043 cu.in. 

Bore & Stroke E savas: ER RARO EET 66x50mm 

Compression rations eicere иу ee 681 

Maximum torque А 119 ft-lb @ 6000 rpm 


zl Lubrication system................ Autolube 
E Starting зусіет................... Primary kick starter 
Sep = |ransmission.......-. Е tear 5-speed gearbox 
"hA Weight (пер)...................:.. 214165. 
Specifications subject to change without notice. 
0 Someday 
you'll own a Yamaha. 
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Marquardt Rhubarb 


I have endured your cheap theatrics long 
enough many times over, but have not said 
anything in the interest of keeping mutual 
peace. However, I didn’t even get past the 
Letters column this month before I saw 
something that made me unable to tolerate 
your inanities any longer. 

I refer to, of course, your barbaric treat- 
ment of a Mr. Grant Marquardt, who did 
his level best to present a strong, if force- 
ful, denunciation of your incessant fawning 
on Japanese bikes. Don’t get me wrong 
now, the Japanese have made a valuable 
contribution to street bikes, but to hear 
you prate, they have conquered the world 
with their (albeit inferior) wares. Also, I 
am not a H-D zealot (I own and enjoy a 
Husqvarna) and, to top it off, I am not 
even a street rider. (Dodge traffic? No, 
thank you, Гуе got a car.) But—I think 
you 1) did not answer his questions (so be 
it, they were rhetorical); 2) you turned 
what he did say upside-down, inside out, 
etc. and 3) you acted like the guilty dog 
who “always barks first." This is only one 
example in thousands that exist. 

As I mentioned earlier, I am not a street 
rider and/or a Japanese Junk Jockey, and 
as such have no further need of your ado- 
lescent magazine. 

Richard D. Eikenburg 
Dallas, Texas 


Marquardt's statement, “we all know Jap 
cars, guns, aircraft, ships, tools, clothing, 
rubber goods and especially motorcycles, 
are vastly inferior to good U.S. products," 
is not true nor is it supported by evidence. 
Most Japanese goods are better than 
American made products—especially mo- 
torcycles! Your racing facts mean nothing 
when it comes to stock, mass-produced 
motorcycles. Big deal, just because Harley 
is #1 in AMA professional racing, does 
not mean their stock street bikes are any 
good. Using that logic one can say because 
Suzuki has been world champ at interna- 
tional motocross for the last few years, 
well naturally they make the best stock 
motocross and trailbikes—which is not 
true. 

You're the type that believes "America 
is best, knows best, makes best” and it 
should not be contradicted regardless of 
the facts. 

Clayton Powers 
Valparaiso, Florida 


In reference to Mr. Marquardt’s letter con- 
cerning the status of Harley Davidson mo- 
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torcycles: if I had not known better I 

would have thought that Harleigh Duttski 
(Cycle July ’72) had written it! 

Bob Finkbiner 

Blue Springs, Mo. 


LAVERDA 1000 
I read, with interest, the article about the 
new Laverda Three in the March issue of 
Cycle. From all reports, it appears to be a 
very fine motorcycle but outside of the fact 
that it is an interesting machine, why both- 
er to road test it? They aren't available in 
the U.S. and if Laverda were to establish 
one dealer in the Southern California area, 
their distributorship would be increased by 
one-hundred per cent. I would think that 
testing a machine that is available to the 
American public would be a greater service 
to your readers. 
R. J. Haeckel 
Tustin, California 


I hope other motorcycle publications will 
take your lead and do complete road tests 
on the more exotic machinery no matter 
where they come from or how much they 
cost, because there are people with that ex- 
tra 2,500 bucks in their jeans that will pay 
for quality. Besides, Hondas are like asses: 
everybody has one. 
D. A. Botticelli 
Buffalo, N.Y. 


HAND-CRANKING 
A slap on your editorial wrist for your re- 
marks in an otherwise excellent article (La- 
verda) about the kick starter. At this rate 
there'll soon be no difference between the 
two-wheel and the four-wheel juggernauts, 
except the two wheels. If you can't kick- 
start it, it isn't a motorcycle. As long as I 
still have a 10-amp right leg, I won't havea 
27-amp cyclecar. I might add, for your fur- 
ther enlightenment, that I can still hand- 
crank my MG. 
Ray Ward Taylor 
Arlington, Va. 


CR250M 
I enjoyed the recent article on the new 
Honda CR250M Elsinore, but looking 
back in another issue of Cycle, you did a 
test on the Suzuki 250 MX Champion. In 
the Honda test you stated that the power 
was 29.04 @ 7,500 on the Webco dyno, 
but in the Suzuki test you show the power 
at 30 Q 7,500. You said the Honda made 
more power than any 250 previously test- 
ed; was this because the Suzuki was not on 


the dyno or did I miss something in your 
article? 

Bill Hunt 

No Address 


You didn't miss too much, Mr. Hunt. The 
30 hp at 7,500 rpm, published in the specifi- 
cation box, was the factory claim. The Su- 
zuki dyno chart was right across from it, 
and showed maximum horsepower to be 
21.84 at 7,000.—Ed. 


BLOWN MYTH 

I have a comment on Ron Schneiders' arti- 
cle "Trail Riding: Your Blown Dual-Pur- 
pose Myth" in the March issue. There is 
little doubt that finding riding areas is the 
biggest problem for would-be trail riders. 
Around here, I know of no enjoyable legal 
riding areas that are closer than a three- 
hour drive. 

The 125 to 175 Yamahas and other Jap- 
anese trail bikes make adequate bikes for 
the inexperienced, but I think most dedi- 
cated trail riders prefer at least a few modi- 
fications. And lower, not taller, gearing. 

I think one thing you should have point- 
ed out in the trail riding tips is that learn- 
ing to use both brakes on descents is a 
must, and that the front has to be used 
gently. Also, a compression release makes 
tricky descents much more manageable. 

Leonard Hoops 
San Francisco, California 


PHILOSOPHIES 

Thanks to Kevin Cameron for a highly in- 
formative look inside factory racing in the 
March issue. I found the wide variation in 
factory philosophies towards racing ex- 

tremely interesting. 
Milt Wilcox 
Tempe, Arizona 


There is an old saw about a monkey with a 
typewriter. 

Just a passing note in thanking you for 
your “Toys” editorial. 

Thank you for your nomination of Mr. 
Rayborn. 

There are those who argue that Stirling 
Moss could have equaled Juan Manuel 
Fangio's record had he (Moss) not chosen 
to fly the British colors, exclusively. 

Senor Fangio's record stands. Mr. Ray- 
born's record stands. I hate “Milwaukee 
Vibrators" and would not touch one with a 
longpole. 

However, the hard fact remains that Mr. 

(Continued on page 35) 
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Did you ever listen to our competitors pitch? One says “our two- 
stroke oil burns as clean as LeMans; another claims "our flash 
point is as high as LeMans; and one even has the gall to shout 
“ours lubricates as well as LeMans’ 

We say, MOUSE MILK! PERR 
Stick with the stuff they're all trying to imitate ... LeMANS OIL! 
For men only, no mice! 


Baa а и а нан 


| motorcycle 


racing oil 


PT Y (вур 
X more ШЫ БЛ М; бе LeMANS CORPORATION 
Nan" Seine EW i > ; P.O. Box 192C-3 


eras 2 втв d EDGERTON, WIS. 53534 





PATCHES AVAILABLE BY MAIL $1.00 EACH. FREE BROCHURE SHOWS HUNDREDS AVAILABLE. 


NAME ADDRESS 





CITY STATE ZIP PATCH NO. 











Honda Trials 125. 
Precision balance for Trials 


Soft caps are traditionally worn during Trials competitions, but for safety, we recommend that you always wear a helmet and eye protection and check the local laws before you ride. 











©1973 АНМ. 


and Trails. 


For a free color brochure, write: American Honda Mot 
E Е 





or Co., Inc., Dept. RK, Box 50, Gardena, Calif. 90247. 
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Trials is the chess of motorcycling. It takes 
a rider of great skill and patience. It requires 
a bike with precision balance and depend- 
able torque at very low speeds. Such a bike 
is the remarkable new Honda Trials 125. 


Trail riding is one form of motorcycling 
everyone can enjoy. It takes a rider with 
a love and respect for the back country. It 
requires a bike that's almost as agile and 
quiet as some of the wildlife. Such a bike is 
the incredible, quiet new Honda Trials 125. 


The secret to great Trials and Trail 
riding is not how well a bike handles at fast 
speeds, but how well it handles at slow 
speeds. Very slow speeds! The new Honda 
TL125 has the features to keep you rolling 
inch by inch. A five-speed transmission 
geared very low for super-torque at those 
slower speeds. An extra large rear sprocket 
to help translate that torque to the wheel. 


The slower you go the better balance you 
need. The TL125 excels here, too. The body 
and tank design are extra slim. The frame— 
rigid and strong. And the pegs are high and 
handlebars low for greater control while 
standing as you ride. 


The more rocks, logs and trails you go 
over, the more dependability counts. Once 
again, the new TL:125 delivers. The air 
filter's enclosed to keep out dust and water. 
There's a strong steel skid plate for under- 
carriage protection. The new exhaust system 
is tucked in and quiet. For safety, there's a 
Honda spark arrestor/muffler. And for extra 
dependability, there's the famous single- 
cylinder Honda OHC four-stroke engine. 


Honda is the first major motorcycle 
manufacturer to introduce a new bike for 
this new kind of riding. And the only place 
you can see it is at your Honda dealer’s. 
Don’t wait. The new Honda Trials 125 
—whether you're a Trials expert or Trail 
enthusiast, it has it all for you. 


From Mighty to Mini, Honda has it all. 
CIRCLE NO. 28 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 





Double С 
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AFTER! IN| A FITER 
To Double Cfean) Your Oil! 


One for the money! Get a 
brand new clean STP Air Filter 
because a clogged air filter can 
hurt your mileage and per- 
formance. 

Two for the flow! STP Double 
Oil Filter for a clean flow of oil 
into your engine. Not just a single 
filter. But a filter in a filter to 
double clean your oil. 

Three to get ready! Famous 
STP Oil Treatment gives your 
engine the extra edge against 
heat, friction and wear. 
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Four to до! STP Gasoline 
Treatment. Helps clean your 
carburetor... helps keep your 
engine in tune as you drive. You'll 
really feel the difference. 

Get all four of Andy 
Granatelli's STP products at your 
service station. Keep your family 
car running racer sharp. 


The racers 
edge 











JUST THE FACTS 
I was completely astounded by Mr. Neil- 
son's editorial in the February issue of Cy- 
cle Magazine. 

It seems he has some information con- 
cerning the absurdity of federal safety stan- 
dards pertaining to motorcycles. Give 
readers the facts as you know them or sell 
your magazine for fifteen cents like most 
comic books. 

Don Biehl 
Marietta, Ohio 


EL TRIAL DE ESPANA 
The American Trials Association acknowl- 
edges with appreciation your El Trial de 
Espana. 

Without contributors such as yourself, 
our trial would not have been the enor- 
mous success that it was. 

We sincerely appreciate your interest in 
helping to make it possible for our riders to 
compete on an international level. 

Jim Sheehan 
President A.T.A. 
La Mesa, California 


IRISH SCENE 
I am a regular reader of Cycle Magazine 
and find it the best magazine I can buy on 
motorbikes in Ireland. 
Dara Brady 
Dublin, Ireland 


We haven't really done too much with mo- 
torbikes in Ireland, but we thank you for 
your kind words.—Ed. 


BASICS 

I have been riding motorcycles for five 
years now and thought that I knew every- 
thing about breaking in a motorcycle. But 
after reading your article in the February 
"73 issue “Basics,” I discovered that there 
are probably quite a few points I have yet 
to learn. 

I have been receiving your magazine by 
mail for the last three years and still be- 
lieve that your magazine is the most in- 
formative motorcycle magazine that I have 
read. 

Richard Clifford 
Ontario, Canada 


INLANDERS 

Why is it that in your magazine you're al- 

ways talking about West Coast this and 

East Coast that? What about us inlanders? 

I would appreciate it if you would an- 

swer this instead of leaving a cute little 

blank space under it like you do many of 
your letters. 

Nelson Gregory 

Princeton, Mo. 


When we run out of cute little pictures and 
cute little words, cute little blank spaces are 
all we have left. —Ed. 


Address all correspondence to Cook Neil- 
son, "Letters," Cycle Magazine, 766-H 
Lakefield Road, Westlake Village, Calif. 
91361 
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DON'T 
_ LEAVE HER BEHIN 
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Now take a friend along in comfort and style. 

The Yamaha RT/DT Enduro Buddy Seat and 
Luggage Carrier is a versatile people or thing carrier. 

It carries a person comfortably on a handsome 
vinyl quilted seat (which also functions as a recessed 
taillight protector). 

And the seat comes off to reveal an efficient, 
double nickel chromed luggage carrier. 

As with all Yamaha accessories, they are custom 
designed and fitted and won't take all weekend to attach. 

See them, and the entire collection of accesso- 
ries, specialty items, apparel, and parts now at your near- 
est Yamaha dealer. 


& YAMAHA PARTS DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 


a subsidiary of Yamaha International Corporation, 
6610 Orangethorpe Avenue, Buena Park, California 90620 
CIRCLE NO. 40 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 
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• No less than nine motorcycles have ISDT 
references in their names for 1973—Bultaco 
Matador S-D (Six-Day), Monark ISDT Re- 
plica, Penton 125 Six Day Enduro, etc. 
OSSA calls theirs the 250 SDR, which 
stands for Six Day Replica. They built the 
SDR after customers who saw the factory 
bikes at the Trials wanted to buy them. 

The concept of bringing ISDT-learned-and- 
proven technology to production motorcycles 
is natural, just as space technology brings 
us tiny pocket calculators and plastics hard 
as steel. If the bikes were accurate replicas 
of factory ISDT machines, off-road motorcy- 
cles available to the public would be three 
years ahead of today in reliability, perform- 
ance and ease of maintenance. 

There would be more reliability because the 


PHOTOGRAPHY: BILL DELANEY 


ISDT is the harshest, toughest torture con- 
ceivable for a motorcycle and each of its indi- 
vidual components—from the crankshaft to 
the spokes. So the factory with a successful 
ISDT effort would know how to build in reli- 
ability. There would be more performance be- 
cause the ISDT contains a series of special 
tests which consist of all-out hillclimbs, mo- 
tocross sections, roadrace sections, braking 
sections and top-speed runs. Lastly, all 
maintenance in the ISDT must be performed 
by the rider himself, with tools he carries 
with him. Repairs can’t take very long; a 
rider loses his Gold Medal if he’s late to 
just one check. Therefore successful ISDT 
bikes have quick-change wheels to hasten flat 
tire repairs; back-up electrical systems; a 
good set of multi-purpose tools; tommybars 


Serrated pegs prevent your boots from slipping but they should be spring 
loaded. Speedo isn't accurate—indicated 30 mph is really 25.98, indicated 60 is 53.69. 





fitted to the axle bolts; enclosed rear chains, 
etc. Every one of these features would im- 
prove the current breed of enduro bikes im- 
mensely. 

Most of the motorcycle world is aware of 
these special requirements on ISDT bikes 
because of the publicity currently surrounding 
our country’s hosting of the ISDT this year. 
The manufacturers were quick to exploit 
America’s new consciousness of ISDT 
prestige aand difficulty by implying a link be- 
tween the bikes actually used in the Trial and 
the ‘‘replicas’’ you can buy for trail riding 
and enduros. Those magic letters in the title 
make it a better bike, something to move up 
to, something to trade-in on, and from the 
manufacturer’s point of view something to 
generate more sales. They are playing upon 
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your assumption that ''if it's a bike built for 
the ISDT, it will be more than ГЇЇ ever need 
for a day of trailing or a 100-mile enduro.” 
Even the extra high price is outpowered by 
the ‘‘Six Day’’ decal on the tank. 

It would all be true and worth the price if 
we were getting actual ISDT replicas, but no 
factory can halt their assembly line and lav- 
ish untold man-hours in detail preparation, 
which is what every real Six Day bike re- 
ceives. The closest they can come is to build 
a motorcycle /ike the one they use and let you 
do the detailing. In OSSA’s case the produc- 
tion SDR is remarkably close to the machine 
they actually campaign in Trials-type events 
all over the world. Even the factory bike is 
not the ideal Six Day mount because it does 
not have an enclosed chain, back-up electrical 


system, quick-change rear wheel and many of 
the other special time-savers usually found. 
But it has still been relatively successful in 
ISDT competition as evidenced by winning 
seven Gold Medals on the Isle of Man where 
it debuted in 1970, a Silver the next year in 
Spain and two Golds last year їп 
Czechoslovakia. On the homefront, SDRs 
won two Gold Medals at the Berkshire 3- 
Day, one at the Berkshire 2-Day and beat 
Penton in both ‘71 and ‘72 for the Manufac- 
turer’s Team Award at the Trask Mountain 
Trial. But regardless of this impressive 
competition record, the production SDR as 
typified by our test machine is merely a new 
generation Pioneer that requires careful atten- 
tion to certain inherent deficiencies by the 
purchaser before it becomes an effective en- 


duro charger or playbike. The Gold Medals 
merely prove that it can be done. 

Very simply, an OSSA 250 SDR is a mod- 
ified Pioneer engine in a Pioneer frame 
which is trimmed with white and orange fi- 
berglass. The engine’s lower end is pure Pi- 
oneer, from primary chain to gear ratios. To 
gain more horsepower for a better chance at 
bonus points in ISDT special tests, the Pio- 
neer top end is replaced by a head and barrel 
from the four-speed Stiletto scrambler, along 
with an all-new expansion chamber and car- 
buretor. These three changes raise claimed 
horsepower from 21 ( 6,500 on the Pioneer 
to 27 (и 6,500 on the SDR, a difference of 
6 hp. However corrected rear wheel horse- 
power as revealed by the Webco dynamome- 
ter is actually 18.69 (« 6,500, which is about 








Backing plate is anchored by a tab that fits in a slot on the swingarm. 
Though not fully-floating the brake is void of clatter. 





Spark arrester is not built-ir 


p 47, \ { m. 5 ? 
F LO 7 / 


1 so you must buy and add one yourself. Tail 





section comes from Stiletto as does the seat which should be wider. 


three horsepower up on a Pioneer's true out- 
put. Top speed is supposed to be the main 
benefactor of the horsepower boost and the 
SDR went 73.28 mph as recorded electroni- 
cally at Orange County International Race- 
way, but this speed is no greater than a good 
Pioneer. Quarter-mile performance is a res- 
pectable 17.22 sec. (« 72.87 mph. 
However, stall-free torque is the engine's 
true virtue. It comes on strong at 2,500 rpm, 
builds swiftly and doesn't fall off until after 
the 6,500-rev horsepower peak. Its presence 
is an angel on hills, in slow going or in 
rough stuff where shifting is difficult —just 
dial on the throttle and ride out of trouble 
without breaking traction or slipping the 
clutch. The engine is easily the OSSA's 
strongest feature. Stiletto porting helps boost 
power slightly over the Pioneer but it's the 
new rubber-mounted 32mm Spanish Amal 
carburetor which replaces a 29mm IRZ on the 
Pioneer, combined with the new chamber, that 
really adds the muscle. The engine is quiet, 
starts on the first kick and always runs ex- 


40 


tremely cool. Motoplat electronic ignition 
eliminates certain problems with magneto or 
battery electrics and has proven reliable 
enough not to create new ones of its own. 
There are no leaks except for the inevitable 
dribble of gas from the Amal. Irritations are 
having to mix gas and oil and not being able 
to start the motor in any gear, an inconven- 
ience compounded by the difficulty of locating 
neutral when stopped. John Taylor of Yankee 
Motor Corporation, the U.S. importer, says 
that this problem occurs when the clutch 
plates are slightly warped or misaligned. 
Such may have been the case with our test 
bike since there was considerable resistance 
through the gearbox when spinning the rear 
wheel, which could be caused by the same 
tweaked clutch. However, its operation while 
riding was unaffected by any possible imper- 
fection; it released evenly within a wide fric- 
tion point that made control extremely easy. 
And it never slipped. 

Gear ratios are well-spaced for trail riding 
and fifth gear is high enough for effortless 


highway cruising, but shifting is hampered 
by placement of the lever much too far from 
the footpeg, so you must reach forward for 
every shift. 

At present the transmission will shift 
cleanly with or without the clutch when 
prodded with a heavy foot, but light taps of- 
ten result in a false neutral. An unfortunate 
size limitation with this transmission (origi- 
nally designed to serve OSSA's 160cc street 
bike) dictates a 12 or 13-tooth countershaft 
sprocket due to clearance problems around 
the cases. Any sprocket below 15 teeth 
causes extreme chain wear. The SDR's 
sprockets and Joresa 5/8 x 1/4 chain must 
therefore be examined and lubed after every 
ride. Once bedded-in and readjusted for 
proper tension, the chain runs quietly with 
the aid of both upper and lower rubber- 
covered guides. 

Smoothness is the power train's dominant 
characteristic. The clutch is creamy, there is 
imperceptible drive-train snatch, and the en- 
gine is remarkably void of surging splutter 
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and four-stroking. Occasionally a prolonged 
clicking or clatter from inside the engine will 
blemish an otherwise clean cadence. 

Suspension on the SDR is baffling. Up 
front Betor supplies a brilliant set of forks 
which cannot be faulted in any way. But the 
rear shocks, also supplied by Betor, are to- 
tally unacceptable. Even on the hardest of 
their five positions, the excessively soft 60 
to 90 springs cause the rear tire to graunch 
loudly against the fender when hitting bumps 
or ruts five inches or more in size. Taillight 
wires routed along the inner side of the 
fender were ripped away by the rear tire after 
ten miles of riding. When properly set up, 
Betor shocks are among the best in motorcy- 
cling, but the combination which appears on 
the OSSA 15 unsatisfactory. They simply 
need much stiffer springs of a weight compa- 
tible with the rider. OSSA offers an alterna- 
tive 70 to 100 springs which will probably be 
satisfactory for a light rider, but 88s or 
higher will be necessary for beefy hard-riding 
enthusiasts. 
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Handling is best when riding is hard and fast. We were saved from several 
get-offs by the bike's stability. A great engine adds control to the steering. 





Other chassis components are equally as 
mysterious. Up front a fine 3.00 x 12 Pirelli 
knobby encircles an Akront rim laced to an 
alloy hub which contains an excellent brake 
slightly larger in diameter than the Pioneer 
unit. No complaints. In the rear the giant 
4.50 x 18 Pirelli knobby is simply too big to 
clear the chain guard with the wheel properly 
aligned, so the bike arrived with the rear 
wheel cocked a half inch to the left. This left 
handling in a state of low esteem. We were 
able to bend the chain guard enough to get 
correct alignment, but a 4.00 tire would solve 
the clearance problem and probably work bet- 
ter in the field since the OSSA was straining 
to pull the big 4.50 on two occasions in deep 
sand and once while trying to climb a loose 
uphill. Further troubles in the rear wheel sur- 
faced when trying to adjust the brakes to their 
original tune following wheel and chain ad- 
justment. Even after tightening the axle with 
the brake applied to centralize the shoes and 
holding the sprocket in tension take up slack 
in the backing plate, the brake never had its 


original stopping power. The SDR's brake 
should be better than the Pioneer because of 
its larger diameter and new single-cable activ- 
ation which eliminates a crossover shaft run- 
ning under the engine; the shaft was prone to 
damage by rocks. 

Since the shocks are not up to par, an ac- 
curate assessment of handling is almost im- 
possible. Based on how the SDR reacted to 
a day on pavement and two in the rough, we 
can conclude that our test bike, bad shocks 
and all, has only minor shortcomings. One 
is fast running in extremely twisty terrain 
where the bike's inherent understeer from 
32% degrees of fork angle hinders quick 
turns. The only other off-road handling quirk 
is a tendency for imprecise steering at slow 
speeds in sand—aim to miss a rock and 
sometimes you'll hit it anyway. On pavement 
the knobby tires squish about as expected, 
but the bike leans into corners like a road- 
racer and stays exactly where you put it. 


(Continued on page 125; charts overleaf) 
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OSSA 250 SDR 
Price, suggested retail East and West Coast, 
POE $1,175 
Tire, front 3.00 in. x 21 in. 
4.50 in. x 18 in. 
Brake, front estate osteo 6.45 in. x 1.56 in. 
eal tee aw dee anus IESUS 6.45 in. x 1.56 in. 
Brake swept area 64.40 sq. in. 
Specific brake loading .... 6.65 Ib/sq. in., at test weight 
Engine type : Piston-port two-stroke single 
Boreandstroke ..... 2.83 in. x 2.36 in., 72mm x 60mm 
RPM x 100 40 5 ы 
100 Piston displacement 
Compression ratio 
Carburetion 
Air filtration 
Ignition 
Bhp @ rpm (claimed) 
Mph/1000 rpm, top gear 
Fuel capacity 
Oil capacity 
Lighting 
Battery 
Gear ratios, overall 











Wheelbase 
Seat height 30 in., with rider 
Ground clearance 10 in., with rider 
Curb weight 268 1bs., with %-tank of gas 
Test weight 428 Ibs., with rider 
Instruments Speedometer, Odometer, 
Trip Odometer 
Standing start %-mile 17.22 seconds 72.87 mph 
Top speed 73.28 mph 
Sound level (California Standard) 87 dB(A) 


























= Engine 
Speed Torque 


2500 k 9.03 
3000 Д 10.73 Test Conditions: Ваготеїег 29.95 
3500 1 12.76 | Temperature 65F Dry 





4000 А 14.36 57F Wet 
4500 3 T6. 13 Correction Factor 1.026 
5000 ; 16.41 
5500 А 16.05 
6000 А 15.87 
6500 1 15.10 
7000 1 13.55 


HORSEPOWER (18.69 max) 


s 
TORQUE (16.41 max) 


Corrected Rear Wheel Horsepower 
Torque in Foot Pounds -——— 




















RPMx100 30 
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Castrol Lubes the Leaders 
Pe o HI 


These were a few in 1972: MARK BRELSFORD, 
AMA National Champion * DAVE ALDANA 
DON CASTRO * STEVE DALGANO 
DON EMDE * YVON DU HAMEL 
i^ ROBERT HANSEN * ROBERT 
LEPPANS * DICK MANN 

GARY NIXON * JIM ODOM 
CHUCK PALMGREN * JIM RICE 
TOM ROCKWOOD * GENE ROMERO 
GARY LEE SCOTT 
PAUL SMART 





These CASTROL Quality Products will Lube The Leaders in 1973: 


(450 
БА X 


oN m 


Castrol add Castrol 


[жес 





: : 
GRAND PRIX RACING R30/R40 NEW 987 NEW Fork Oil CASTROL OS INCL INGE тавы 
Motorcycle Oils (Castor Base) Chain Lube 3 Viscosities ` For Automobiles — Try Castrol GTX Motor Oil. 
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Would you 
be able to fee 


that subtle 
difference? 





The road is friendly. The 
curves are gentle and your speed 
is moderate. 

Any bike will get you through 
it safely. 

But that's not the point. 

Theres a difference between 
the way a bike takes you through 
a curve and the way the Triumph 
does it. 

The average enthusiast isn't 
likely tofeel that subtle difference. 
But the expert will. When taking 
a curve on the Triumph a sense of 
confidence overtakes him. The 
mount becomes an extension of 
the rider. It seems to anticipate 
his moves. His thoughts. Man and 
machine respond as one. 

He realizes that if he were 
on an ugly road, at a higher speed, 
that subtle difference would 
become very obvious. And at 
that moment he'll be glad he's on 
a machine that puts its emphasis 
on handling and balance rather 
than gadgets and gizmos. 

He knows that the Triumph 
will always behave in the most 
gentlemanly fashion. He and his 
machine are friends going into 
the curve. And they'll be even 

friendlier coming out. 
of, The expert and the 
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CYCLE ROAD TEST 


NORTON 850 COMMANDO 


Norton's long-lived twin is in its second decade—and still growing! 


COLOR PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL DELANEY; BLACK & WHITE PHOTOGRAPHY BY DALE BOLLER 


e Guided by the simple verities of a period 
most motorcyclists are not even old enough 
to remember, Norton goes its own way. And 
against all odds, against the insistent logic of 
a thousand warbling computers, Norton's 
way works. Without an overhead camshaft 
to its name or so much as a nod toward cur- 
rent fashion in multiple cylinders and trans- 
mission ratios, the Norton Commando holds 
its place among the seeded players in the Su- 
perbike game. That place was won, and is 
held, with an engine old enough to vote. It 
began life as a 500, was stretched to a 600, 
then to a 650, and it became a 750 well in 
advance of the brilliant bit of improvisation 
that gave us the 1970 Norton Commando. 
The engine, with its two big cylinders, push- 
rod-operated valves and stand-offish rela- 
tionship with its clutch and transmission, is 
a kind of living fossil. It’s a dinosaur, and 
just about as ponderously strong. 

On the other hand, this ancient engine has 
been put to work in a chassis that is as mod- 
ern as you can imagine. Big-displacement 
vertical twins shake, unless fitted with Yam- 
aha-style contra-rotating bobweights—and 
there simply isn't room for all the necessary 
machinery inside crankcases that fit the ex- 
isting crankshaft and rods tighter than a gi- 
golo's pants. So Norton's engineers impro- 
vised, and brilliantly. They correctly rea- 
soned that just because an engine shakes one 
need not meekly accept an extension of that 
shaking to the whole motorcycle. All that is 
needed is some means of isolating the engine 
from the motorcycle's chassis, and Norton 
found a way. The Norton engine and gear- 
box are tied together with a pair of flat 
plates, and these were extended back to pro- 
vide a mounting for the swingarm pivot. The 
sub-assembly thus created was then fastened 
to the frame through thick rubber bushings 
that allow considerable flexibility in the ver- 
tical plane, this being coincident with engine 
vibrations. But flexibility laterally would 
have had a disastrous effect on handling, so 
broad bearing surfaces were provided to pre- 
vent side motion, and a system of shims hold 
side clearances to only .010-inch. 

The frame into which this engine/trans- 
mission/swingarm sub-assembly fits is built 
around a large-diameter backbone tube. It's 
not nearly as appealing to the artist's eye as 
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the *Featherbed" frame that was a Norton 
staple for years and is still accepted (with 
uncharacteristic irrationality) in Japan as 
the ultimate. But it does offer a very high 
level of efficiency in terms of weight and 
rigidity. Norton has been willing to deal with 
the fuel tank mounting problems introduced 
by the presence of a great, fat tube reaching 
back over the engine, paying a small price in 
that area to get the kind of structural stiff- 
ness that banishes the dread wobbles. They 
did make the mistake initially, of assuming 
that drum brakes would satisfactorily stop 
the Commando, but that mistake was cor- 
rected by switching to a Lockheed disc 
brake on the front wheel. So by 1972 Norton 





The 750 was pumped up to 828cc by punching the 
73mm bores out to 77mm. 


had itself a Commando that would go, stop 
and hare around corners with the best of 
them, and the 750 Commando sold well 
enough to lend new vitality to a company 
that had once seemed fated for extinction. 
Now, in 1973, the 750 Commando is 
gone, replaced by the new 850 Commando, 
and the biggest difference in physical terms 
is a four millimeter enlargement in bore di- 
ameter (from 73mm to 77mm). That raises 
the Norton engine's displacement from 
745cc to 828cc, but doesn't do much for 
peak horsepower. A return to the “$” cam- 
shaft of the recent past, with milder timing 


than that employed in last year's Comman- 
do 750, bolsters mid-range power at the ex- 
pense of what would otherwise be a bigger 
surge up near the redline. In consequence, 
an engine noteworthy for muscular thudding 
and chuffing at comparatively low crank 
speeds has had this basic character intensi- 
fied. 

Other engine changes have been made, 
but none aimed at more power. The crank- 
case has been strengthened to cope with the 
increased pressure from above, and there's a 
new flywheel made of an "upgraded" mate- 
rial and a few ounces heavier than the one 
for the 750. Early 750 engines had their 
cranks supported by a roller bearing at the 
output end and a ball bearing on the timing 
side. That arrangement was abandoned in 
favor of two roller bearings in 1972, but the 
lack of any center mainbearing and resulting 
flex in the crankshaft have prompted a 
switch to German-made *'Superblend" roller 
bearings in the 850 engine. Flexing of the 
crankshaft tends to concentrate bearing 
loads on the ends of the rollers, and in a very 
narrow contact line along the races. The Su- 
perblend rollers have a rounded taper 
ground at their ends to spread the contact 
area when the crank begins to whip, and 
that will be good for long-term durability. 
Of course the crankshaft doesn't get whippy 
unless plenty of revs and throttle are being 
applied, but then from what we've seen that 
is precisely the riding style of most Ameri- 
can Commando owners. Along with the 
changes already noted, Norton's venerable 
twin has been given thicker valve guides 
(which we are assured do not bell-mouth 
and dribble oil into the intake ports like the 
earlier guides) and the phosphor bronze 
camshaft bearings that have worked better 
than any of the alternative materials Norton 
has tried. 

Push-button starting is not likely to ap- 
pear on the Norton Commando 850 any 
time soon. Item-8 on Norton's technical spe- 
cification sheet tells us that “the kick starter 
crank has been toughened, to prevent distor- 
tion, and lengthened to improve leverage." 
That should tell you a lot about the level of 
pressure needed to crank the Norton 850 en- 
gine. Small riders are going to wish that the 
kick starter pedal had been lengthened too, 
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NORTON 850 COMMANDO 


Price, suggested retail West Coast, POE $1,879 
Tire, front 4.10 in. x 19 in. Dunlop TT100 
4.10 in. x 19 in. Dunlop TT 100 
Brake, front 10.71 in.-x 1.65: 2 
HEARS ACEO sem мәз et LOI © [AS 
Brake swept area 122.3 sq. in. 
Specific brake loading .... 5.09 Ib/sq. in., at test weight 
Engine type OHV four-stroke vertical twin 
Bore and stroke ..... 3.03 in. x 3.50 in., 77mm x 89mm 
Piston displacement 
Compression ratio 
Carburetion 
Air filtration Paper element 
Ignition Battery and coil, breaker points 
Bhp @ rpm (claimed) 60 @ 6,200 rpm 
70 Mph/1000 rpm, top gear 
Fuel capacity 
60 Oil capacity 
Lighting 
Battery 
Gear ratios, overall (1) 11.20 (2) 7.45 (3) 5.30 
(4) 4.38 


100 








90 


80 

















Wheelbase 

Seat height 

Ground clearance 6.0 in., with rider 
Curb weight 462 Ibs., with full tank of gas 
Test weight 622 Ibs., with rider 
Instruments Speedometer, Tachometer, Odometer 
Sound level; Calif Std. és sate sinus ses gare is 85.5 dB(A) 
Standing start %-mile 13.06 seconds 100.78 mph 
Top speed 122 mph (at 7,000 rpm redline ) 



































VELOCITY (SPEED) RMS INCHES-PER-SECOND 


ACCELERATION (SPEED/TIME) RMS INCHES-PER-SECOND PER SECOND X 100 
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so they can jump on it with both feet. Both 
feet is what it takes when the engine is cold, 
and its pistons glued in place with chilled 
motor oil. It is God's own blessing that the 
engine really isn't reluctant to start, once 
you have persuaded the crankshaft to rotate. 
Twirl it fast enough to draw fuel into the 
cylinders and it fires. You have to be careful 
not to flood it with over-enthusiastic use of 
the carburetor ticklers, but even then it will 
clear itself with a couple of sooty coughs and 
settle down to business. Starting it warm is 
no trick at all: one kick and it's running. 
Sadly, the Norton's willingness to start is 
matched by a willingness to stall unless the 
idle is set rather high. Its Amal concentric- 
float carburetors (devil take them) refuse to 
be adjusted for a low, even tickover. You 
can fiddle the idle mixture screws and throt- 
tle stops until everything seems perfect and 
the engine is thudding away with a wonder- 
fully even beat—but as soon as you blip the 
throttle one time your perfect idle is trans- 
formed into a case of the blind staggers. Af- 





Pictured here is a front engine mount in the Isolastic system. The mounts allow 
the engine to shake in a vertical plane—but not in a lateral one. 


JUNE 1973 


ter a while you learn to settle for a ragged, 
busy 1,200 rpm idle which drives you crazy 
when the bike is stopped for a traffic light, 
but at least keeps the engine from stalling. 

You are entitled to wonder why a fast idle 
is such a bad thing. Here's the reason: the 
850 engine's vibrations are more than the 
rubber mountings can handle at some engine 
speeds. Indeed, at certain speeds the Isolas- 
tic mounting makes things worse, and the 
worst condition is encountered between 
1,500 and 3,000 rpm, with some really inter- 
esting pulses coming up through the chassis 
as low as 1,000 rpm. Still, it is tolerable at 
1,000 rpm, but it will drive you right off the 
bike at 2,000 rpm—at which point the oscil- 
lations are so bad that the taillight vibrates 
vertically with an amplitude of nearly two 
inches and one’s vision tends to blur slightly. 
There isn’t quite that much shaking with the 
engine under load, but you get it in fulsome 
glory when waiting for a traffic light to 
change and nicking the engine to keep it 
from stalling. 








There isn’t much positive to be said for 
the 850 Commando as an around-town mo- 
torcycle, except that it lunges and stops pret- 
ty well. The vibration at low speeds forces 
you to do a lot of riding in the lower gears, 
which keeps the engine spinning above 3,000 
rpm and stops the shaking, but seems overly 
dramatic in light of the exhaust pipes’ tend- 
ency to resonate themselves into a window- 
rattling fit above that same 3,000 rpm. In 
this connection we should point out that the 
85.5 dB(A) noise level registered by the Nor- 
ton under the CHP test procedure is decep- 
tive. In this test you run past the instru- 
ments in second gear, accelerating from 30 
mph, and the plain truth is that the tall- 
geared Norton gets just beyond the range of 
the sound meter’s microphone before work- 
ing itself up to full bellow. So when you hold 
it in second gear in fast traffic, keeping the 
revs up to keep the vibration down, you 
raise a lot more commotion than anyone 
wants to hear. 

(Continued on page 128) 





Hopefully, some day British bikes will rid themselves of these confusing, un- 
comfortable, and hard-to-use handlebar switches. The day can’t come too soon. 
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A Triumph 
for the ISDT 


Is it possible to make a competitive 1973 ISDT bike 
out of a 500 Triumph? They're trying it! 


BY RON SCHNEIDERS 





etween the years of 1913 and 
1953 the International Six Days Trial was held 28 times. During that 
period the premier award, now called the World Trophy, was won 
16 times by Great Britain. The second most important prize, the 
Silver Vase, was awarded 22 times in all; Great Britain won it 11 
times. In one period (1925-1929) Britain won both the Trophy and 
the Vase five times in succession, a feat no other country has even 
come close to duplicating. On only nine occasions during that 40- 
year period did Britain come home empty-handed. It was a fantastic 
record, but in 1953 it ended. Britain won the Trophy that year, but 
they have won nothing in the 20 years since. 

Much of Britain's success during that era was due to the machin- 
ery available. AJS, BSA, Matchless, Triumph, Ariel, Velocette, Nor- 
ton, Enfield, and probably a dozen more brands were offered to the 
British team. Since the Second World War, though, these companies 
have been fading. They don't quite die; two companies will merge 
and the weaker will become just a model name, and then, just a 
tradition. Now there is only one significant company left in Britain: 
Norton-Villiers Triumph. The newly-formed combine has four basic 
models, three of which were designed over 25 years ago. They are 
fine designs, which is why they continue to sell year after year, but 
they are also dated designs. Lately Britain has not even had models 
available that were suitable to ISDT competition. 

Last year in Czechoslovakia, Britain—perhaps—hit bottom. Five 
of the six members of her Trophy team were mounted on motorcy- 
cles of Spanish and Czechoslovakian manufacture. Only Arthur 
Browning rode a British bike, a Triumph, and he failed to win a 
Gold. On the final day a chain let go and Browning crashed hard. 
Britain finished behind the Americans in seventh place. 

Britain is firmly lodged between a rock and a hard spot. Abandon- 
ing the ISDT, and with it her long and glorious tradition, is unthink- 
able. But the plain truth of the matter is that she has nothing in the 
way of equipment on which to base a competitive ISDT attempt. 
What to do? In a move that fairly shrieks of quiet desperation, Cov- 
entry assigned the job of building bikes suitable for an ISDT Trophy 
Team to the Triumph Corporation in the United States. No one 
connected with Triumph in this country has been involved in the 
ISDT since the pioneering efforts of Bud Ekins in 1967. 

At the Triumph facility E.E. "Pete" Colman explained the general 
plan. They were committed to building fourteen motorcycles: six 
Triumphs for the British Trophy team, four Triumphs for an Ameri- 
can Manufacturer's team, and four Rickman 125s for a second 
American Manufacturer's team. They hadn't started on the Rick- 
mans yet, but the first Triumph was just about finished. 

Colman was not feeling too well at the moment because he had 
just learned that only a limited number of Manufacturers’ teams 
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would be allowed to enter as part of the American effort. “If the 
AMA finally says there will be six teams and there are twelve teams 
that want to enter, it is my understanding that the six teams with the 
best scores in the qualifying rounds, in the whole series, will be 
chosen. This means that the Manufacturers’ teams must be in every 
qualifying event, right? So if there are twelve manufacturers who 
want to enter, it's our job to try to bring our two teams through as 
two of the six, which might be a virtually impossible task. This is our 
mission." It could be impossible. Husky, Penton, Yankee, OSSA, 
Bultaco, DKW, Puch, Honda, and Jawa can be expected to enter 
teams; Triumph would have to beat five of them, not with one team 
but with two teams. 

Bob Tryon is the ISDT project manager. Neither Bob nor anyone 
else at Triumph in Duarte had much feeling for what an ISDT bike 
should be, so Bob made a paste-up illustration to serve as a guide. 
After reading all the articles that he could find on ISDT bikes, he 
found pictures of successful bikes and cut them up, superimposing 
on his basic Triumph all the features from the other bikes that 
seemed worthwhile. 

The basic machine was a Triumph TR-5T— Triumph's very reli- 
able 500cc twin mounted in the BSA motocross frame. As manufac- 
tured, the bike is street legal and intended to be a reasonable dual- 
purpose bike. The machine comes with Dunlop Trials Universals 
and a very quiet muffler incorporating a United States Forest Serv- 
ice-approved spark arrestor. 

To make an ISDT bike of this mild trail machine several radical 
changes were deemed necessary. First, the Triumph forks were ex- 
changed for Betors. According to Pete Colman, this was done solely 
in the interest of having a QD (quickly detachable) front wheel for 
easy tire changing. Certainly something was required: to remove the 
standard Triumph front wheel, it is necessary to remove four bolts 
on each fork leg. Triumph stocks the Betor forks and Rickman 
wheels for their Rickmans. The substitution of the Betor forks 
changed the rake angle, decreasing it by one degree and shortening 
the trail a bit, which makes the bike quite quick in its handling. To 
complete the front end, they machined a close-tolerance cover plate 
for the front brake in an effort to waterproof it somewhat. 

The rear wheel was made QD by the simple expedient of reaching 
back a couple of years into BSA history when a QD wheel was 
offered on stock bikes. This is a strong wheel which comes off with 
very little effort leaving the brake, sprocket and chain in place. They 
are using standard steel rims at the moment “because they don't 
pack up with mud," but it is likely that on the ISDT Trophy team at 
least, they will use the Dunlop high tensile rims. 

In place of the steel fenders they have mounted the unbreakable 
plastic variety; of course all the signal lights and stock instruments 
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are gone. In place of the huge taillight assembly is a loop of rubber 
with two small lights. The headlight is still standard but will be 
changed later for a smaller ISDT type. A small speedometer is 
mounted now but will probably be discarded. 

Most ISDT bikes are fitted with dual ignition systems and are 
wired so that the second system can be actuated with a toggle 
switch. The Jawa comes stock with this arrangement. The Triumph 
has been fitted with a dual ignition system too, but it is not quite that 
sophisticated. On the right side of the machine, under the seat, they 
have fashioned an aluminum plate on which are mounted the nor- 
mal twin coils, capacitor and zenor diode, and rectifier. They have 
also mounted one additional coil, an extra capacitor, and an extra 
diode, but the rider, at least at this stage of development, will have to 
change the wires from one component to the other in the event of a 
failure. Those components will be sealed in silastic for waterproof- 
ing, so it might be a fairly time-consuming job. 

Opposite the ignition system is the air cleaner, and this has been 
well waterproofed. A snout comes out under the seat to draw in the 
air and the Filtron element is easy to change. 





As a mobile tool chest, the Triumph will have all sorts of room. The tool bag 
straps on behind the seat which unzips and provides more room. 
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The exhaust system is giving the development crew a bit of trouble 
because they don't know what sound level is going to be required 
nor do they know how it's going to be tested. (Neither does anyone 
else.) To cope with this difficulty they have built several systems so 
that they'll be sure to have the one that's required. All of them 
feature siamesed pipes coming together under the engine and then 
going to some sort of muffler on the right side of the bike. The 92 
dB(A) system, which is mounted on the bike now, is neat and should 
be hard to destroy. The stock [about 86 dB(A)] is much lower and 
more vulnerable. 

These are the major changes, but there are quite a few minor 
things that have been done to tidy up the machine. There is a nau- 
gahyde shield fitted to keep mud and water away from the electrics 
and the air cleaner. A new rear brake lever has been fashioned, this 
one going on top of the foot peg instead of underneath, where it 
could be damaged by a rock. 

The Triumph ISDT rider will be able to carry a lot of tools: not 
only has a Penton-style leather tool bag been fitted to the fender 

(Continued on page 95) 





Under a naugahyde flap. the Triumph has a "dual" ignition system which has 
three coils, two capacitors and two zenor diodes. 
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SUZUKI TS-125K 


CYCLE ROAD TEST 


e Suzuki’s TS-125 Duster is that maker’s version 
of the compromised street-legal dirt bike. Almost 
every manufacturer makes an equivalent, but the 
balance of the street/dirt compromise ranges wild- 
ly among the competitors. 

The theory is that the beginning dirt rider needs 
and/or wants a bike that he can ride to, in, and 
from the off-road areas. With such areas becoming 
increasingly scarce, that premise is getting more 
valid. If a guy is buying a bike like the Duster in 
order to find out whether off-roading really is his 
future form of physical fitness, he would be out of 
his mind to buy a van or pickup before getting a 
year’s experience. With a compromise bike your 
billfold doesn’t become a 97-gram weakling. 


о 

On urban streets and rural roads, the TS-125 is а 
marvel. With its trail-patterned semi-dirt tires 
(both Bridgestone Trail Wing: 2.75-19 front, 3.25- 
18 rear) inflated to 20 psi in the front and 28 psi in 
the rear, the little bike darts about with quiet, sure- 
footed precision. Over the blacktop mountain 
roads you may ride flat out continually; when the 
throttle is not full on, the brakes are. All the Su- 
zuki's systems survived and it was great fun. 

Then we took our Duster out for a couple of 
days in the dirt at Muntz Cycle Park, in Simi Val- 
ley, California. Muntz is a delightful place to ride. 
It has deep sand, both wet and dry, rock-strewn 
mountain climbs, gentle rolling grassy hills, flat 
barren plains, and two motocross courses. There 
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Corrected Rear Wheel Horsepower 
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RPM x 100 









































0 SECONDS 10 


Engine 
Speed 
2500 
3000 
3500 
4000 
4500 
5000 
5500 
6000 
6500 
7000 
7500 
8000 


Torque 
2.21 
S57 
4.81 
531 
5.75 
5.96 
6:11 
6.45 
6:72 
6.77 
6.24 
5.48 





SUZUKI TS-125K DUSTER 
Price, suggested retail POE $579 
Tire, front 2.75 in. X ТО in 
3.25 in. x 18 in. 

Brake front (22464 a0 desam: ud 4.3125 in. x 1.1875 in. 

TEQE ас зава ае SES 5.125 in; x 1:125 in: 
Brake swept area 
Specific brake loading ... 11.14 Ib/sq. in., at test weight 
Engine type Piston-port two-stroke single 
Boreandstroke ..... 2.20 in. x 1.97 in., 56mm x 50mm 
Piston displacement -Deu ins, 12966 
Compression ratio 6.7:1 actual 
Carburetion 1; 24mm; Mikuni VMSH 
Air filtration Oiled polyurethane foam 
Ignition Flywheel magnet with external coil 
Bhp @ rpm (claimed) 13 @ 7,000 rpm 
Mph/1000 rpm, top gear 
Fuel capacity 
Oil capacity 
Lighting 
Battery 
Gear ratios, overall 


Wheelbase 
Seat height 31 in., with rider 
Ground clearance 8.5 in., with rider 
Curb weight 221 Ibs., with full tank of gas 
Test weight 381 Ibs., with rider 
Instruments Tachometer, Speedometer 
Trip Odometer 
Sound level; (Gallia SIS sas tens а» моз зе кше 85 dB(A) 
Top speed 62 mph with standard gear reduction 


Date of Test: March 18, 1973 
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you can strain yourself horizontal on any 
dirt bike made. In this setting the Duster 
proved itself a pale shadow of its slightly 
larger brother, the TS-185 Sierra which we 
tested in the May '72 issue of Cycle and 
which our staff fondly remembers. 

Both the front fork and rear shock sus- 
pension springs are adjustable on the Duster 
this year. For absolutely no reason at all, we 
adjusted the preload on the fork springs to 
the stiff position and placed the rear shock 
springs at the fourth (of five) notch. It was 
horrible. The bike felt absolutely rigid and 
the forks topped out with loud clacks at the 
slightest sign of a bump. Even before the en- 
gine was hot, we were back at the van to let 
the springs down to their least-preloaded po- 
sitions. Both ends were still too stiff, but not 
by a lot. 

To compensate for the stiff suspension, we 
kept going down on tire pressure until our 
considered safe minimum was reached. The 
rear wheel has a security clamp, so there was 
no danger of the tire spinning on the rim 
with the resulting ripped-out valve stem. But 
everytime we run less than 15 psi in a light- 
weight wheel, a big rock sooner or later ei- 
ther puts a huge ding in a rim or pinches the 
tube or both. 

Our last attention to the handling was to 
accurately align the wheels. There are align- 
ment marks embossed on the rear axle ad- 
justers of all bikes, but they are seldom accu- 
rate. The marks are made on the pieces be- 
fore any of the assembly welding is done, 
and manufacturing tolerances being what 
they are, the finished piece doesn't exactly 
follow the drawing board. We set the adjust- 
ers to align with the marks corresponding to 
correct chain tension and then fine-tune the 
alignment using a stretched piece of string as 
a straight edge between the wheels. This ad- 
justment is much more critical than you 
might think. If the rear wheel on the Suzuki, 
which has a 52-inch wheelbase (the distance 
between the axles), is cocked one degree in 
the swingarm, then the misalignment will be 
almost an inch at the front axle. Under such 
a condition, the bike will dive into a turn on 
one side and require unusual force to go the 
other way. As it was, the Duster's wheels 
were only off by a half-inch and were quick- 
ly put straight. 

The preliminaries finally done, we set out 
on a loop on the Muntz Park. On the dry 
and smooth fire roads, the TS-125 handles 
with deft agility, as our street experiences 
with the bike heralded. Traction at the rear 
was adequate, but the front tended to skate 
around quite a bit, probably as much be- 
cause of the stiff springs as the small tire. 
Two of our staff rode the bike: one weighs 
160 suited, and the other pegs the scale at 
220 pounds. The suspension reacted normal- 
ly for the heavy rider. 
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Trying the first steep climbs revealed a 
major fault in the Duster. During such an 
ascent, the bike is in very delicate balance 
between continuing up the hill and flipping 
over backwards. If the hill is smooth, you 
can feel it coming and transfer your weight 
as far forward as possible, thereby reducing 
traction and keeping the wheel down. In- 
deed, with a little practice we were able to 
keep the wheel floating for amazing periods 
of time. The Duster is a bit short-coupled, 
footrest-seat-handlebar-wise, so getting your 
weight to the fore means that you're hanging 
way out over the headlight (unless you are 
small). Moving the bars as far forward as 
they will go helps a lot for six-footers. 





á "ЖЕ. y. 
Peg pivot-anchor should be redone, with the peg 
moved inboard and lined up with brake lever. 





АП the fiddling and moving about is for 
naught when the going gets rough on top of 
steep. One rock or slick spot to interrupt 
traction and tip that delicate balance, and 
the front wheel is going to come up. Either 
you shut the throttle and go back down, or 
you stall, or the bike loops back and crashes 
down to the bottom. Which we did once. 
The bike is fairly tough, though, and the 
handlebars, headlight, and taillight absorbed 
all the abuse. 

The standard gear reduction seems perfect 
for the street and a little too high for semi- 
serious dirty work. Replacing the standard 
15-tooth countershaft sprocket with a 13- 

(Continued on page 94) 





The Duster proved too eager to loft its front wheel; 
one proceeds uphill with care. 





The pipe guard was designed with styling more a consideration than function. If you're slogging through 
mud, the front fender allows mud build-up inside shield. 
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TOOLS 


e There are a few motorcycle mechanics 
around who probably could do an accept- 
able engine overhaul using only a screwdriv- 
er, pliers and an adjustable end wrench. But 
those who are good enough to perform that 
kind of trick just won’t work that way. They 
invariably keep a big rollaway cabinet filled 
with tools close at hand, and when they 
don't have exactly what is needed for a par- 
ticular fitting they are far more likely to go 
out and buy the right tool than to attempt 
an improvisation. You might be able to get 
by without a complete selection of wrenches 
after you've had enough experience at me- 
chanicking, but experience will have taught 
you not to work under that sort of handicap 
when it can be avoided. 

Sadly, it is the very people who cannot 
afford to work under any handicap who are 
most apt to be doing so. More often than not 
the novice wrench-twirler who is making his 
very first effort at mechanical surgery will 
set about the task armed only with igno- 
rance, enthusiasm and the pitiful handful of 
crude wrenches he found tucked away under 
his motorcycle seat. Given a decent work- 
shop manual for guidance and a good set of 
tools, the novice could do a satisfactory job 
of pulling things apart and getting them 
reassembled. He'll have none of these unless 
he's willing to go shopping and knows what 
to ask for. 

Workshop manuals are not generally con- 
sidered to be tools, but that's what they are. 
For the novice wrench, the manual probably 
is the most important of all the tools he can 
buy. Owner's manuals are all right when 
you're replacing a set of points or changing 
oil; they're not much help to the man who's 
trying to adjust a transmission shift mecha- 
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nism or time a camshaft. Workshop manuals 
tend to assume that the person reading them 
already knows all about basic mechanics, 
which certainly limits their usefulness to the 
complete novice, but they do contain the 
kind of information that will prevent gross 
error if you trouble yourself to read them 
carefully. And the illustrations they contain 
will keep you from such basic mistakes as 
assembling a washer or spacer on the wrong 
side of some part held by a bolt or shaft. 
Finally, the workshop manual will usually 
let you know which parts may be left alone, 
as part of a larger assembly, when you're 
trying to dig your way down to something 
buried in the center of an engine. 

When you buy a workshop manual cover- 
ing your motorcycle's inner workings, it is 
time to get a tool called an “impact driver.” 
Most Japanese-made motorcycles (i.e. most 
motorcycles) are held together with a lot of 
cross-head, or “Phillips” screws, and these 
screws are shot in with air tools at the facto- 
ry. Trying to get them out with an ordinary 
hand-held screwdriver is just asking for 
trouble. They're really tight, and made of a 
fairly poor grade of steel, so the X-shaped 
recess into which the screwdriver bit is in- 
serted easily strips out to become a gripless 
countersink. An impact driver's bang/twist 
action overcomes this problem. You stab the 
bit into the screw and bash the driver with a 
hammer while twisting it in the direction 
you want the screw to turn. А cam in the 
driver's handle converts the impact into a 
torque to turn the screw, and the hammer 
blow seats the screwdriver bit solidly at the 
same time. The impact driver is a marvelous 
device and no one working on a Japanese- 
made bike should be without it. 


So where do you get an impact driver? 
Most motorcycle shops have them, along 
with varying assortments of metric wrenches 
and other tools, but from what we've seen 
it's hard to beat the price/quality ratio down 
at your local Sears outlet. Sears will sell you 
an impact driver kit, consisting of a handle, 
two Phillips and two straight bits, for less 
than $15. And don't jump to the conclusion 
that the extra bits are just spares. Screws, 
whether Phillips-head or straight-slotted, 
come in a variety of sizes and a sure way to 
ruin them is by attempting to force them in 
or out with a screwdriver bit that doesn't fit. 
The most useful Phillips bit is a #3 but 
you'll also need a #1 for the little stuff. 
Straight-blade screwdrivers come with bits 
from -inch to ?4-inch across if we're 
speaking of the normal range, and the most 
useful sizes here are 7/5, Va and 5%, inches. 
There are plenty of different blade lengths, 
and plenty of times when a little stubby devil 
is really handy, but you'll get maximum use 
out of those with blades six to eight inches in 
length. 

You may think that a hammer is a ham- 
mer is a hammer, but Gerty Stein notwith- 
standing you'll be needing one particular 
kind. The impact driver will respond quite 
nicely to being slugged with a flat rock, and 
the hammer your dissolute uncle used to keg 
moonshine will also serve. However, we've 
found that the most all-around useful kind 
of basher available is a double action soft 
hammer with one rubber knob and the other 
made of plastic. Both are softer than metal, 
so you can thump around on a primary 
drive cover to loosen it without worrying 
about leaving dimples in the aluminum, and 
the harder plastic knob is just the thing for 
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whacking an impact driver. We have maybe 
a dozen hammers of various shapes and 
weights out in our shop and the only one 
used with any regularity is the rubber/plas- 
tic soft hammer. Leave the steel hammers to 
carpenters; they aren't much good for work- 
ing on a motorcycle. 

АП manner of fancy pliers may be had but 
ordinary “battery” pliers are hard to beat 
for all around usefulness. Hard to beat; not 
impossible. You'll find that a very similar 
kind of slip-joint pliers with narrow jaws are 
even better in most motorcycle applications. 
Needle-nose pliers are also extremely useful 
if you treat them right. Those long, pointy 
jaws are intended for reaching into tight 
places and holding small objects, not for get- 
ting a death grip on something big. Squeeze 
too hard and you'll bend the jaws, which 
leaves you with a pair of needle-nose pliers 
that aren't much good for anything. There 
are other kinds of specialized pliers that 
sometimes are handy to have, like miniature 
ignition pliers and the ever popular vise-grip 
and channel-lock (if we may use brand 
names as generic terms) pliers. These last 
are often used as substitutes for wrenches 
but, although no mechanic's tool box is 
complete without them, no competent me- 
chanic uses the things for anything but last- 
resort operations. When you need a pair of 
vise-grips or channel-locks you'll be glad 
you have them—but they are not wrenches 
and should never be used as such. 

Buying wrenches can be an endless proc- 
ess, if you have plenty of money and want to 
overshoot the standard variety. You'll find 
wrenches that ratchet, swivel, have funny 
offsets, and some with jaws shaped to lock 
on nuts too badly battered by someone's 
clumsiness to provide a purchase for a con- 
ventional wrench. Automobile mechanics, 
who have to work within the gorged con- 
fines of a car's engine compartment, are 
hampered by everything from air-condition- 
ing hoses to the pipes and canisters of emis- 
sion control equipment. Motorcycles are 
vastly less complicated mechanisms and sel- 
dom require anything other than the stan- 
dard kind of wrenches, which come in three 
basic patterns. Box-end wrenches terminate 
in a complete ring that slips over a nut or 
bolt. Open-end wrenches have open jaws 
and can be slipped in place from the side. 
And there are combination wrenches, which 
have a box-end on one side and an open-end 
on the other. There being nuts and bolts on 
all motorcycles that can be reached only 
with one or the other of these wrenches, the 
combination wrench is the handiest to have 
and that's what you should buy first. Then 
add a set of open-end wrenches and, finally, 
a set of box-end wrenches to complete your 
collection. The adjustable-end wrench is an 
invention of the devil according to fastidious 
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mechanics, and it certainly provides you 
with a maximum opportunity to round off 
the flats on every nut and bolt within reach, 
but it is a must when you're trying to get a 
half-inch nut off a half-inch bolt and have 
only a single half-inch combination wrench 
in your tool kit. In such cases you use the 
adjustable wrench to hold the bolt and the 
real wrench on the nut, as that minimizes 
the chances of doing serious harm to the 
flats on the nut. 

Socket wrenches should be selected with 
three things in mind: first, don't buy any- 
thing but 12-point sockets, because the 6- 
point kind will drive you crazy when you're 
working in a tight corner. If there's room for 
a ratchet handle it won't matter, but often 
there is not and also there may not be room 
for the 60 degrees of swing needed with a 
6-point socket. Only 30 degrees are required 
for removing a nut with a 12-point socket 
and at times that makes all the difference. 
Second, don't buy thick-wall sockets, which 
are cheaper and often stronger than the thin- 
wall kind, but sometimes take more room 
around a nut than is available. Third, and 
finally, you'll find that standardizing your 
socket collection for а 34-inch drive will be a 
good thing in the long run. Smaller /,-inch 
drives aren't strong enough for some of the 
things you'll want to do and most of the 
handles, ratchet or otherwise, for %-1псһ 
drives are too big and cumbersome. 

Along with your sockets you probably 
will buy a ratchet handle, and that will make 
you feel like a real pro—but the ratchet 
won't be nearly as handy as an ordinary flex 
handle and speed handle (the former being a 
steel bar with a hinged drive stub, the latter 
a crank). And the flex and speed handles 
together don't cost as much as the ratchet, 
so you can take the money you've saved and 
invest in a couple of extension shafts for the 
flex handle. Get 3-inch and 6-inch exten- 
sions, which can be plugged together to 
make a 9-inch extension, and that should 
cover almost anything you'd want to do. 

Metric wrenches and sockets aren't avail- 
able everywhere. Get them anyway, even if 
you have to order them and wait, because 
you can use them on almost anything. Met- 
ric tools are made in one-millimeter size in- 
crements, which means that if you have a 
complete set of them, you'll never be more 
than 40-thou' from a perfect fit. Most of the 
world's motorcycles are held together with 
metric bolts and with more countries adopt- 
ing the metric system each year, it's only a 
matter of time until they are the only thing 
you'll find unless you are into restoring an- 
tiques. Inch sizes or Whitworth might be a 
better choice for the motorcycle you have 
today, but tools outlast machines by years 
and anyone making the heavy investment re- 
quired to fill a toolbox should plan for the 


future. Incidentally, if you get stuck in the 
middle of a job for lack of the right metric 
socket, or wrench, you can often find an ac- 
ceptable substitute among the inch-size 
tools. These are available in 16-inch incre- 
ments and there is reasonable coincidence 
with the metric series in many sizes. We pre- 
fer to build our basic tool kit around the 
metrics, however, as these are only .039-inch 
apart instead of '/,,-inch (or .0625-inch ex- 
pressed as a decimal). 

Experienced mechanics have a pretty 
good feel for tightening bolts, and do not use 
a torque wrench for anything but cylinder- 
head bolts and certain other critical points. 
The novice frequently has no feel for fasten- 
ers at all and flounders along in a welter of 
stripped threads and sheared bolts until he 
acquires the touch. A torque wrench, even if 
inexpensive and only marginally accurate, is 
a hedge against such disasters. Your service 
manual will list the really important torque 
values, in foot-pounds or inch-pounds, and 
you'll find a table listing bolt sizes and 
threads, and recommended torque figures 
for each, in a mechanics or machinery hand- 
book gathering dust on the shelf at your lo- 
cal public library. As far as the torque 
wrench itself is concerned, you can spend 
$50 without half trying but that kind of out- 
lay really isn't necessary. About $12 to $15 
will get you an entirely satisfactory beam- 
type torque wrench. We prefer the clicker- 
type torque wrench which you pre-set with a 
vernier adjustment in the handle and gives a 
click you can hear and feel when that torque 
level is reached. This type is of course more 
expensive than a simple beam wrench 
starting at about $40. 

Miscellaneous tools in your kit should in- 
clude a set of tire irons, usually available in 
the small size handiest for motorcycle work 
at bike shops. Don't use tire irons for chisels 
or punches, and keep them smooth to avoid 
damage to bead and tube. Get three irons, 
and you won't be tempted to use a screw- 
driver for levering the bead over the rim, 
which is one of the best ways we know to 
ruin a rim, the tire and tube, and a good 
screwdriver all in one fell swoop. Good chis- 
els are really cheap, so you'll probably pick 
up one just to keep your tool box from look- 
ing so empty. Buy it if you must, but don't 
plan to use it. You will find frequent use for 
a flat-end punch, and a centerpunch is nice 
if you're going to drill any holes, but a chisel 
is as useless to a motorcycle mechanic as a 
feather-duster. In fact, you probably should 
buy the feather duster instead of the chisel 
because its general uselessness does not 
bring with it the chisel's destructive poten- 
tial in the hands of a beginner. 

Plenty of people successfully make needle- 
nose pliers serve in removing the snap rings 

(Continued on page 107) 
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e The scene: picturesque Cadwell Park racing circuit in England. 
On the starting grid are some of the finest racing bikes ever pro- 
duced. KTT Velocettes, Manx Nortons, Vincent HRDs, and Ex- 
celsior Manxmans head the list. That same weekend, across the 
rolling green moors, other enthusiasts gather on a meadow—all 
with old Ariel singles, twins and fours. Across the wide Atlantic, 
in Massachusetts, another group assembles to display and ride 
their old Indians, while way out West, in California, a remark- 
able collection of classic and antique motorcycles fills a huge 
parking lot in Visalia. 

These scenes could have belonged to a day out of the past, a 
magnificent day to experience great motorcycles of bygone days. 
The year was 1972, however, and all of these scenes will be re-en- 
acted again in 1973 and the years thereafter. The focal points are 


clubs which usually stage events and provide a variety of services 
for their members. No one can be involved in collecting and/or 
riding older motorcycles without eventually making contact with 
these clubs. The reason is simple. In a general sort of way, the 
clubs have the same function as contemporary motorcycle dis- 
tributors; that is, they are centers for information and parts. Un- 
less someone belongs to the inner sanctum already, he may not 
know anything about the clubs. The whereabouts of these organi- 
zations just might be one of the best kept secrets in motorcycling. 
Perhaps this is in keeping with the sleuth-like nature of collec- 
tors, but more likely, the motorcycling press has contributed to 
the secret by neglecting this realm of the sport. So it's time to 
bring these clubs out of recesses of motorcycling and tell every- 
one who and where these organizations are. 


GATHERING OF THE FAITHFUL 


A GUDE TO 
CLASSIC & ANTIQUE CLUBS 
AROUND THE WORLD 


TEXT & PHOTOS BY RICHARD C. RENSTROM 





The Belgian FN concern built a four-cylinder model as early as 1904, and several of these 
early fours are in America and are listed in the Classic and Antique Club roster. 
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The Ariel Club Annual Rally is held on a beautiful green meadow where old timers 
such as this 1903 single can chug around the display arena. 


A legendary 1000cc Brough Superior gets a workout in a British rally. 


Many clubs, such as the Brough Superior Club, serve enthusiasts all 
over the world with technical help and parts. 
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Vintage Motor Cycle Club: The Vintage 
Motor Cycle Club is the world's largest club 
catering to old bikes with over 4,000 mem- 
bers currently on the roster. This club is 
headquartered in England, but they have 
members all over the world. Founded in 
1946 when C.E. Allen brought together a 
group of enthusiasts to preserve the ma- 
chines of the pioneering days, the club has 
grown and evolved. 

The VMCC has a superb organization of 
officers and workers, so that it is possible to 
provide a wide variety of activities and serv- 
ices. The most valuable item to Americans is 
‘the monthly Journal, which contains re- 
ports, photographs, technical and historical 
articles, book reviews, and many advertise- 
ments. The club offers other benefits such as 
a library, parts and tire sources. The club 
also publishes an annual Members Hand- 
book, with the membership roster, club rules 
and regulations, a film library listing, a list 
of specialty shops for restoration work, and 
a calendar of events for the coming year. 

The VMCC also publishes a small leaflet 
that provides a definition of motorbike cate- 
gories. In their early years the club had two 
classes of machines—a ''Veteran" being a 
model produced prior to January 1, 1915 
and “Vintage” being a bike produced be- 
tween January 1, 1915 and December 31, 
1930. They have since added a “Post-Vin- 
tage" class for models at least 25 years old, 
which includes the 1931 to 1948 models. 

Perhaps the most fascinating part of the 
VMCC is their roadracing meets where the 
classic and antique bikes race on road cir- 
cuits. The race program with pictures is a bit 
of classic art, and the roster of machines 
contains all the great names of the past. 

Antique Motorcycle Club: The Antique 
Motorcycle Club was founded in 1954 in 
Massachusetts. The AMC now has over 700 
members, most of whom reside east of the 
Mississippi River. 

The AMC recognizes two classes of ma- 
chines—antique and post-antique. The first 
class is for models produced prior to 1930, 
while the second class takes in the 1930- 
1942 era. The emphasis is on the genuine 
antiques of American manufacture. 

The club magazine, produced four times 
per year, is perhaps the finest of its type in 
the world: full-sized and printed on quality 
paper, the AMC magazine contains many 
photographs of exceptional clarity. The cov- 
er of a typical issue will feature some great 
antique in splendid detail. Inside will be 
found reports of club events plus buy-and- 
sell advertisements. The magazine also re- 
produces some pages from old sales bro- 
chures of particular makes. 

More important to many members are the 
rallies and meets staged over the eastern half 
of the country. In 1972, for instance, the 
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club had meets in Boyertown, Pennsylvania; 
Fort Mott, New Jersey; Cleveland, Ohio; St. 
Louis, Missouri; Boston, Massachusetts; 
Davenport, Iowa; and Jacksonville, Florida. 
The organization of these meets is really ex- 
ceptional; all members receive a map with 
directions and a schedule of activities in ad- 
vance. Nearly all the bikes are early Ameri- 
can models, but there are some beautifully 
restored foreign bikes to be seen. 

Classic & Antique Motorcycle Association: 
The Classic and Antique Motorcycle Asso- 
ciation is headquartered in California and is 
primarily the work of one dedicated man— 
Frank Conley of Visalia. The CAMA club 
has over 500 members scattered all over the 
country, with the lion's share residing in 
California. Though lacking the elaborate or- 
ganization of VMCC or AMC, CAMA still 
manages to produce a magazine and stage a 
first-class annual rally. 


Founded in 1967, CAMA has recently de- 
veloped their own definitions for bikes, 
which includes “Classic,” “Antique Clas- 
sic," “Vintage Classic," "Modern Classic,” 
and "Antique," which has five age brackets. 
Young, vigorous, and with a broad-minded 
philosophy, the CAMA club is growing and 
serving an ever widening group of classic 
and antique enthusiasts across the country. 

AJS & Matchless Owner's Club: Many 
“one-make” clubs are primarily concerned 
with classic or antique bikes. The AJS and 
Matchless Club is one of these organiza- 
tions. Located in England, but with mem- 
bers scattered all over the world, the A&M 
Club aims to preserve the tradition, history, 
and hardware bearing the AJS and Match- 
less stamps. The club has a magazine, a 
spare parts scheme, and technical articles. 

The club holds several rallies in England 
each year, and there are dedicated enthusi- 





A highly prized Italian classic seen at a CAMA rally was this 1952 Moto Guzzi 500cc Falcone Sport. 


CAMA caters equally to both the foreign 
classic and American antique enthusiasts. 
There are many who have believed the two 
factions could never live together harmoni- 
ously, yet the CAMA club has brought the 
groups together with rallies, banquets, and a 
magazine. 

The CAMA Bulletin is published twice 
per year in full magazine size with photos, 
reports, tech tips, advertisements and re- 
prints from old brochures. Once each year 
the complete roster of members is printed, 
along with machines they own. This list is 
simply staggering, since it contains just 
about every motorcycle ever produced any- 
where in the world. You name it—some 
member owns it, and you'll probably see it 
at the Visalia rally. 

The annual CAMA Rally each spring in 
Visalia boggles the mind. The sheer variety 
of the hundred-plus bikes would dazzle any- 
one: from early 1910 Pierce Fours to Floyd 
Clymer's prototype Indian-Munch 45. In be- 
tween are great roadracing singles, superbly 
restored Velocettes, Vincents, and Ariels 
and many American greats. 


asts around the world who are starting local 
chapters of the club. The A&M Club was 
formed in 1952; it is not as large or well 
organized as many of the others, but the 
great legacy of racing, trials, scrambles and 
touring models should form a solid base for 
future growth. 

Ariel Owners Motorcycle Club: One of the 
finest one-make clubs is the Ariel Club— 
founded in 1951 in a London cafe. The club 
now has over 500 members, 93 of which are 
in the California chapter. The Ariel Club 
publishes an informative magazine which is 
long on information but short on pictures. 
The club also operates an effective spare 
parts service and a technical library, and 
sponsors rallies both in England and on the 
Continent. 

Perhaps the most valuable service to 
American Ariel enthusiasts is the technical 
information available from the club head- 
quarters in England. Most of the original 
manuals dating back to the early 1930s have 
been reprinted, and these are available at a 
nominal cost. The club also has a parts 
scheme for those hard-to-get Ariel parts, 
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plus many ads by dealers and individuals in 
their magazine, Cheval de Fer (Fours Forev- 
er). The Ariel Club is set up with local chap- 
ters all over the world. Members must be- 
long to the parent club with an option of 
joining a local chapter. 

The California chapter prints a mimeo- 
graphed newsletter every other month which 
keeps all their members up to date on every- 
thing. There are Northern and Southern 
branches, each with their own monthly meet 
or ride. Then the whole group gets together 
at least once a year for a big meet. Their 
newsletter, Cheval d'Alliage, has loads of 
technical information, ads by members, re- 
ports, and bits of news. 

BMW Motorcycle Owners of America: 
This well organized club has no less than 
1,800 members in 22 chartered local clubs 
around the country—all of whom receive 
the national BMW News each month. 

The emphasis in the BMWOA is on the 
contemporary scene, 
especially touring, al- 
though many club 
members do own old- 
er models. A big na- 
tional rally is held 
each year, while the 
local chapters all have 
their own events. 

Vintage BMW Mo- 
torcycle Owners, Ltd.: 
Due to the emphasis 
by the BMW club on 
contemporary models 
and touring, the Vin- 
tage BMW Club 
formed to cater exclu- 
sively to the older 
BMWs. This club is 
very new (one year 
old), yet they already have over 40 members 
plus a quarterly newsletter type bulletin 
complete with photos. 

This new club defines a “Vintage” BMW 
as anything produced prior to 1955, since 
that year marked the beginning of the mod- 
ern Munich twin. The club bulletins will 
have many pictures of rare models from 
time to time, plus the usual historical and 
technical articles, advertisements, and activ- 
ity reports. Plans are already made to hold a 
Vintage BMW club rally in conjunction with 
one of the large BMWOA rallies in 1973. 

Brough Superior Club: The Brough Supe- 
rior has been called the Rolls Royce of mo- 
torcycles. There certainly aren’t many of 
these machines in America, but the Brough 
Superior is the summit—you can go no 
higher in vintage motorcycles. 

The Brough club is a small club with only 
300 members, 20 of whom reside in the 
United States, yet it is an active club with a 
monthly mimeographed newsletter plus a 
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big annual rally at Stanford Hall in Leices- 
tershire, England. 

The parts scheme is the most valuable 
service the club provides, plus a technical 
service that is important to American mem- 
bers. The club also produces a beautiful 
badge for a bike, plus original decals and 
metal badges for a jacket. 

A unique service is the copy of the official 
“works record card,” which can be supplied 
for nearly every machine ever produced. 
Each Brough was hand built (total produc- 
tion was about 3,000 units) and then road 
tested before it was shipped, and the club 
can now offer an exact copy of this works 
record and test card. 

BSA Owners Motor Cycle Club: The BSA 
Club is not often heard of in America; it is 
based in England and provides many bene- 
fits for American members. BSA has built 
many memorable machines over the years, 
among them some great sporting classics. 





The 74-inch side-valve Harley-Davidson of the early 1930s is typical of the antique American 
models which are popular with Antique Motorcycle Club members. 


The BSA Club focuses on the contempo- 
rary models, yet there are many old-bike en- 
thusiasts in the group plus many older mod- 
els. This club offers a good library of techni- 
cal information plus a source for parts, and 
their efforts to help overseas members is ap- 
parent. Many dedicated and knowledgeable 
members in England are happy to help 
Americans restore their bikes, and overseas 
help can be reached by a “want ad” in the 
club magazine. 

The club also holds rallies and meets each 
year, plus the usual fringe benefits of this 
type of organization. What is really needed 
is for some Americans to join and form an 
American chapter so the club will develop 
roots in the New World. 

Norton Owners Club: The Norton Club is 
not an old club, but it is healthy and vigor- 
ous and with three local chapters in Ameri- 
ca. Despite the great legacy of Norton sin- 
gles, the emphasis is on the current Com- 
mando model. 


The Norton Club produces a fine maga- 
zine called Roadholder, which has few pic- 
tures but excellent reports from around the 
world. There are also technical articles, ad- 
vertisements, articles on "specials," racing 
results, and coming events. 

The club is interested in gaining more 
American chapters. Reports from the active 
Chicago and San Francisco chapters are reg- 
ularly included in the British magazine. So 
there's activity on the American front. 

Despite the obvious interest in the Com- 
mando models, the club is still a great asset 
to those restoring an old Norton. There is a 
"technical advice" chairman who can help 
on any technical problem as well as guide 
you in the right direction for parts and infor- 
mation, and then there are many club mem- 
bers who are real authorities on particular 
Norton models of all years. 

Scott Owners Club: This delightful group 
of near fanatics revel in tradition and their 
unique old two- 
strokes. Despite being 
virtually unknown in 
America, the Scott 
had days of glory on 
both road and track. 

This superbly orga- 
nized club has about 
450 members with 20 
in the United States. 
The Scott club pro- 
duces a fine magazine 
with photos called 
Yowl. 

There is a superb 
spare parts scheme 
plus a beautiful badge, 
and the club is super- 
active in British 
meets, rallies, and vin- 
tage races held every year in England. 

Scott owners are an individualistic breed, 
and the club is as unique as their bikes. Con- 
sidering the scarcity of Scotts and parts in 
the United States, this club is a must for a 
Scott man. 

Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club: The 
Triumph club is another British club not 
well known in America. The club maintains 
a good balance between the contemporary 
and past models, and it is easy to find mem- 
bers who have lovingly restored a pre-war 
single-cylinder Triumph. 

The club produces a magazine which 
serves both past and present models. The 
Triumph Club has a spare parts scheme, 
technical help, and related services. They 
also have a club badge and a magazine 
which has the normal articles and advertise- 
ments. Since few Triumphs were imported 
into the United States before the war, the 
club is a great help to Americans restoring a 

(Continued on page 122) 
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When youre good enough to win in Europe, 
youre good enough to win in America. 


Finland's Jarno Saarinen cooled Yamaha. Fitted with on yet another Yammi.. 
came to Daytona with quite a Champion Gold Palladium Champion spark plugs. The 
road-racing reputation. And spark plugs. brand 22 million people have 
the *72 World 250cc Other Champion-sparked switched to. At Daytona. And 
Championship. · Daytona winners were all across the U.S.A. 
The “Flying Finn?’ backed Gary Fisher and Yamaha in 
it all up by winning the the Combined. The Junior 
world's most prestigious `~ fell to Yamaha-mounted 
motorcycle race. The Phil McDonald. The 500cc CHAM PION 
Daytona 200. At a 98.178 mph Motocross winner was : 
average. On a 350cc water- Pierre Karsmakers Eid Toledo, Ohio 43661. 


Better plugs for everyone. 
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Tom Smith and Jerome Ruzicka (third overall) show post-race 
fatigue; just to last physically takes great endurance. 








19-year-old Mitch Mayes teamed with Rolf Tibblin, twenty years his senior, for a Husky win. 
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TEXT & PHOTOS BY DALE BOLLER 


e Las Vegas is a poker chip floating in a bar- 
en sea of sand and rocks and craggy moun- 
tains. Without its lights the surrounding des- 
ert would completely swallow it up. The 
only signs of civilization for a hundred miles 
in any direction are a few tiny, distraught 
mining towns and endless rutted roads 
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which serve great powerlines running to Cal- 
ifornia from Hoover Dam. This blend of 
near nothingness within vast nothingness is 
perfect for off-road car and motorcycle rac- 
ing—hence the Mint 400, a Vegas tradition 
since 1968. The race has become so big that 
it packs the town tighter than an Elvis Pres- 
ley weekend, which is exactly what Mint 
Hotel owner Del Webb wants—a good off- 
road race and more fish lured to the felt. He 
loves both. 

This year's Mint was an all new ball game 
because the old 10-laps-around-a-38-mile- 
loop was replaced by two laps around a gi- 
ant 190-mile circle of roads, washes, hills 
and dry lake beds. No one ever disputed that 
the old course was the roughest in off-road 
motorcycling because its trails ran cross- 
grain to endless gullies streaming from the 
mountains. Physical punishment to the body 


Tom and Cordis Brooks put their 125 DKW into fourth overall. 
The flying 80 mph DKW (inset, left above) smoked off machines 
four times its engine size. 


was indescribable. This year's course was 
equally fatiguing, but to the mind, since the 
high speeds possible on the smoother roads 
demanded the intense concentration of an 
eye surgeon during every second of each rid- 
er's two-hour stint. 

Each bike had two riders who were al- 
lowed to switch as often as they like at any 
point on the course. Most teams changed pi- 
lots after 100 miles, then drove the first man 
back to where he started so he could ride 
over familiar territory on his second leg. 
Since the course was laid out a month prior 
to the race, most teams had their support 
crews well-drilled on how to get to and from 
gas stops and rider-switch locations. No 
competitor had a chance without expert sup- 
port, since at least three crews were required 
for refuelling alone. АП the top riders had 
pre-run the course a minimum of once and 
some as often as six times. A total of 73 
teams paid the $350 entry fee for a shot at 
$12,800 in prize money plus contingencies. 
At 9 a.m. on a sunny and cool Monday, rid- 
ers left in pairs every 30 seconds from a dirt 
road near Jean, Nevada, a dusty town 16 
miles from the felt, follies and 
fifty-cent shrimp cocktails of 
Las Vegas proper. The ordeal, 
destined to last between eight 
and nine hours, had begun. 

All the nation's best off-road 
speed riders were there with the 
exception of J.N. Roberts (two- 
time Mint winner) and Mal- 
colm Smith, who were recover- 
ing from injuries. The favorites 
had to be last year's winner 
Rolf Tibblin, who would be rid- 
ing a Husqvarna 400 with 
Mitch Mayes, the youngster 
who had done so well in the 
desert on little Harley Bajas. 
Close behind in pre-race specu- 
lation was the veteran Mike Pat- 
rick, 1968 and 1969 winner, 
teamed with cross-country 
rocket Larry Pfutzenreuter on a 
250 Yamaha MX. Then there 
were the Jones boys of moto- 
cross fame aboard a Honda El- 
sinore and the Brooks Brothers 
on a telescopic 125 DKW. 
Gene Cannady was teamed 
with J.N.'s former partner Max 
Switzer on one of Kawasaki's 
new 450$, but was riding with a 
foot damaged two weeks earlier 
while pre-running the course. 
Baja heroes Bill Silverthorn and 
Gene Fetty had a Honda two- 





Gary Jones/DeWayne Jones’ Honda was a contender till DeWayne crashed. 


stroke; Terry Clark and Howard Utsey were 
part of Claus Nillson’s Husky commandos 
and other desert stars such as Jim Fishback, 
Tom Poteet, Toni Smith, Eric Jensen and 
Steve Hurd all had good equipment and a 
chance of winning. 

Larry Pfutzenreuter sported the No. 1 
plate and left the line first. At the 40-mile 
point 19-year-old Terry Clark, No. 7, had 
made up his 3-minute starting deficit and 
shot another 3'/. minutes ahead of Pfutz in 
an incredible display of skill and speed gone 
beserk. But suddenly while braking for a 
turn he knew was there, he hit a rock, did an 
endo and was stranded at the side of the 
road with a broken pelvis as the field roared 
by. First came the fast men he’d out-raced 
and then the dozers, struggling in hopes of 
somehow finishing a race Clark could have 
won. Losing his chance hurt worse than his 
injury. The last man passed about 40 min- 
utes after he fell, and shortly thereafter the 
crack Mint rescue team had him splinted, 
loaded onto a helicopter and landed safely at 
a hospital. His 450 Husky would spend the 
day in the desert with a deep wound in the 
front rim. 

After Clark’s fall, Pfutzenreuter led to 
check 3 (there were 11 checks) where Pat- 
rick took over riding chores. He rode hard 
for 60 miles until the spokes on a brand new 
rear wheel began loosening. Spokes must 
first bed-in then be retightened to remain 
trouble-free. Tibblin shoved his No. 28 
Husky ahead of the ailing Patrick coming 
out of check 8. But he was not leading on a 
corrected-time basis. A pair of CZs prepared 
by Ron Lambert were running one-two 
timewise: Jack Knebel and 16-year-old Bri- 
an Breker were leading on a 400 while a 250 
ridden by Jim Fishback and Larry Roeseler 
ran second. Tibblin knew this and stopped 
for nothing—not even check point 11. Since 
the scorers saw him pass, he was not dis- 
qualified, but he did save the time it took 
everyone else to stop. Rolf said there were so 
many spectators in the area that he couldn’t 
spot an official so he just kept on on truckin’ 
right on into Jean for the completion of the 
first loop. 

By the start of the second loop a mere 8 
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minutes separated the first 14 riders with 
times spread from 4:06.15 for Tibblin and 
Mayes to 4:17.38 for 14th-place Jensen and 
Hurd. Anyone could win. A lot of people 
started noticing two virtual unknowns from 
Las Vegas, Jack Johnson and David Laca, 
who finished the first loop in third place 
with a strong 4:10.73 time on a 250 Yamaha 
MX prepared by Fred Kimmel. They had 
the enormous advantage of having pre-rid- 
den the course six times. 

Not three miles out from Jean on the sec- 
ond loop Steve Hurd crashed hard, breaking 
a leg, pelvis and possibly a shoulder, thus 
putting him out of September's ISDT where 
he would have been a favorite for a Gold 
medal on the 450 Kawasaki. Gene Fetty 
ended his ride on the two-stroke Honda at 
Jean with gearbox problems, which left only 
one Elsinore, the one Gary Jones was riding 
solo after his brother DeWayne got off hard 
and lost 10 minutes catching his breath. Pat- 
rick wasted 8 minutes in the Jean pits re- 
placing his loopy rear wheel and later Pfut- 
zenreuter crashed and hurt his foot, further 


Tom Smith, Barstow-to- Vegas winner, aboard the third-place Yamaha. 


Mayes had taken over from Tibblin at the 
beginning of the second loop and was riding 
hard, but the Jim Fishback/Larry Roeseler 
CZ pulled ahead by check 3, 50 miles out. 
Shortly thereafter the CZ split its gas tank 
and Mayes handed the Husky to Tibblin at 
check 6 with a 4-minute lead over Johnson 
and Laca. Had bad luck not also hit the 
Knebel/Breker CZ, the lead might have 
been slimmer, for they went out with a nail 
in the rear tire while breathing Mayes' dust. 

Shortly after 5 p.m., 8 hours, 9 minutes 
and .03 seconds since Mayes had first 
clutched off the starting line, his riding part- 
ner Rolf Tibblin pulled under the finish ban- 
ner far ahead, all alone. Twenty-one other 
riders would finish behind him out of the 73 
starters, some separated by less than one sec- 
ond after nearly 9 hours. It was the second 
year in a row Tibblin had won the Mint and 
it was a fitting victory for Mayes, who was 
leading in District 37 desert points at the 
time. They had absolutely no trouble on 
their Rick Johansen-prepared 400 and were 
the only riders in the top four who didn't get 


slowing their effort. (Continued on page118) 
1973 MINT 400 
Team Home Town Machine Time 

1. Rolf Tibblin Escondido, Calif. 400 Husky 8:09.03 
Mitch Mayes Palmdale, Calif. 

2. Jack Johnson Las Vegas, Nev. 250 Yamaha MX 8:2 1737 
David Laca Las Vegas, Nev. 

3. Tom Smith Bakersfield, Calif. 360 Yamaha MX 8:23.06 
Jerome Ruzicka Mission Hills, Calif. 

4 Tom Brooks Torrance, Calif. 125 DKW 8:26.23 
Cordis Brooks Torrance, Calif. 

5. Charlie Curnutt Torrance, Calif. 400 Husky 8:47.19 
Bruce Lewellyn Garden Grove, Calif. 

6. Gene Durham Albuquerque, N.M. 250 Yamaha MX 8:50.48 
Mike Ahern Albuquerque, N.M. 

7. Richard Mark La Puente, Calif. 450 Husky 8:50.83 
A.C. Bakken Costa Mesa, Calif. 

8. Mike Patrick Corona, Calif. 250 Yamaha MX 8:52.24 
Larry Pfutzenreuter Corona, Calif. 

9. Gary Jones Hacienda Heights, Calif. 250 Honda CR 8:52.65 
DeWayne Jones Hacienda Heights, Calif. 

10. Mike Harper Escondido, Calif. 500 Yamaha MX 8:57.02 
James Jasper Escondido, Calif. 

CYCLE 









Winning Tibblin/Mayes 400 Husky runs through typical Mint 400 scenery: cactus, mountains and clouds of dust. 





К ne x oe 
Terry Clark, 19-year-old Husky jet, opened up a lead. at the Yamaha-powered Jack Johnson, a local from Las Vegas, finished 
start; he finished the race in a carry-off helicopter. second; he and co-rider Dave Laca earlier had done six practice tours. 
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BY JAMES HORNE 





€ A motorcycle enduro race is a test of man, machine, and the elements. 
Basically, the idea is to ride in the mountains, off the roads, for a given 
distance. This distance can vary from 90 to 120 miles. It isn't the first 
rider to cross the finish line who wins, but the one who averages closest 
to the designated speed. There are check-points along the marked course 
and a rider is timed from check to check. One point is subtracted for each 
5 minute early, while two points are lost for each minute late. Also the 
ge е speed average сап be changed at any check. Participants are пої aware of 
i the location of the check-points prior to the start. These races are spon- 
sored by motorcycle clubs that mark the course and provide personnel to 
run the check-points. Months of preparation and planning go into these 


meets. А fee is charged to each rider providing a source of income for the 
club running the enduro. 








- My first exposure was to be the Cow Bell Enduro, California’s oldest 
ILLUSTRATIONS: BEN STAHL and greatest annual race. The start was at Upper Lake, which is about 
68 б 


CYCLE 


Pr sat RR Дм, 


p T: iis. Pu 


id. 


1 2 JAP A, 
Y, 9^ f 
С VEY 


5 z m rro 2 5 17 777 77. 
ШД 7777 7 244. 
Wy, ПАРА РА // 
iy Д Lf 


1 
LM MAUL 
Wy, 11 А 4 
ГИД 
10 Yih 2—1 
ИГИ 
M 


MT P A 
{= 
УГ Ln 

















Wa, 


Neq COUN 


7 
2 


И 5 du 
22 
б ЙК A 


SHH 
SSIS 
I 


XN 
SS 


N 


N 
NS 
jl 


74 


1 
Л 


it UNS 
MIAA hee МХ 
| 
ү) 


11 
LJ ) 
nr 

















130 miles north of San Francisco. The race 
would be held in Mendocino National For- 
est, which offers some of the roughest ter- 
rain in the state. The elevation can change as 
much as 5,000 feet in less than three miles. 
It could be a lot of fun, and for some it was. 
But for me it was a near tragedy. 

My wife, Cotton, and I arrived at the 
camp grounds the night before at about 8:00 
p.m. А two-week rain had backed off to a 
steady drizzle. The camp sight was alive 
with sounds of motorcycles and people. Al- 
most 1,600 riders had entered. I unloaded 
my bike and helped Cotton set up camp. I 
was unable to sleep. 

By morning it was pouring rain and the 
air was cold, but I was ready. My assigned 
starting time was 8:31 a.m. and Cotton and I 
walked to the starting line. We watched the 
other riders leave every minute, four at a 
time. Checkers were making sure everyone 
was at the right place at the right time. A 
sign was at the line that said the speed to be 
averaged was 26 mph. 

“Go,” the starter yelled. I was off with 
three others. I gave a final wave to Cotton, 
rounded a corner, and climbed up a hill. I 
was cautious at first but soon gained confi- 
dence. I was even passing other riders. 

As time and mileage passed, the road nar- 
rowed and hills got steeper. The turns were 
also much sharper. Ruts were everywhere, 
and before I knew it I was skidding at the 
bottom of one. Over the bank I went and I 
was down very hard. I wasn't hurt, but it 
shook me up some. The bike sustained some 
damage and after the repairs were completed 
I was off and riding again. 

I arrived at the first check-point to find I 
was 32 minutes late. I couldn't believe it; I 
thought I had ridden so well, in spite of my 
fall. The newly designated speed was set at 
13 mph. I should have known that this re- 
duction meant something. 

After four or five miles of steady riding 
uphill the road suddenly ended. The course 
markers indicated a small, narrow dirt path 
going downhill. By the time I was in it I 
realized I had made a mistake and the steep- 
ness of the hill made it impossible for me to 
go back. 

The mud was thick and two feet deep. It 
was so narrow that one rider could not pass 
another. About 30 riders were stuck ahead 
of me and fighting the mud to get down. It 
looked like a commuter traffic jam. I was 
finally able to move but went only 20 feet 
before I fell. I was unable to start my engine 
at the spot and had to push my bike 100 feet 
to get out of the way. Exhausted, I rested for 
half an hour. I figured that when I ran into a 
dirt road I would return to camp. The rain 
got worse and I had had enough. I got the 
bike started, and for the next four miles I 
fought that downgrade. 
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The mud path emptied into a river bed at 
the bottom. It was about 75 feet across, of 
which 30 feet was occupied by the river. 
About 300 riders were resting, washing off 
the mud from their bikes and attempting to 
ascend to the other side of the canyon. No 
one could climb the steep slippery path 
ahead or return to the one we just left. It 
was fun while it lasted, but enough was 
enough. I rode around for a while looking 
for a way out. There was none. Almost ev- 
eryone was grouped with their friends dis- 
cussing the situation at hand. It was late in 
the afternoon and something had to be done. 
The general opinion was that we should wait 
until morning. I couldn't agree to that be- 
cause it was too cold. 

A group of five guys were going down-riv- 
er. They felt that there had to be a way out. 
I was willing to try anything, and tagged 
along. We rode when possible and when we 
had to cross the stream and the water was 
too deep, the bikes had to be carried. 

It took us two hours and 15 carry-cross- 
ings to get 10 miles. As the river widened 
the water got shallower and soon we were 
riding on the river bed. This gave us another 
problem. The river bed was very thick with 
mud and if your bike got stuck in it, it was 
impossible to get it out. Our primary con- 
cern was to get out and when one bike sunk 
all the way to the seat we placed the other 
five in a safe location. 

After walking five miles we reached the 
mouth of the river. “I know where we are. 
This is Lake Pillsbury," one of the group 
exclaimed. “А left turn and we should come 
across a road out." 

Lake Pillsbury is a small lake but has very 
steep banks. Many coves jutted back, some- 
times a mile or so. The shore line was almost 
75 miles and there were also cabins lining 
the lake, used for the most part by hunters 
and fishermen. 

It was getting dark and the rain showers 
were turning into a steady downpour. Walk- 
ing was tiring because of the muddy banks. 
No one had anything to eat since morning 
and we were beginning to feel hunger pangs. 
I drank some clear water to fill the void. It 
didn't taste right, so I only got a few mouth- 
fuls down and stopped. 

We walked for an hour and then it hap- 
pened. I got severe stomach cramps. I bent 
over and fell to the ground. The pain was so 
great that I couldn't get up. I vomited vio- 
lently which relieved some of the tension in 
my stomach. We rested while I got a case of 
the dry heaves. Soon I felt a little better and 
we moved on. It was a tremendous strain to 
keep up with the pace set by the others who 
were anxious to get out. 

We walked out 10 miles and no sign of a 
road could be seen. It was dark and we 
could see lights on the other side of the lake 


when the rain permitted it. Our navigator 
then admitted that he felt we made a wrong 
turn. Apparently he thought we were on the 
other river that fed the lake. However, it 
seemed that it was better to continue on 
rather than to go back. 

Again I got the pain in my stomach. It 
seemed that it was getting worse, and with 
the vomiting I could feel myself getting 
weaker. I was unable to catch my breath, 
much less keep up. I could see that I was 
slowing the others down considerably. I 
wasn't feeling any better either, so, since it 
was thought that we were close to rescue, I 
told them to go on and send for help. They 
agreed and I found some shelter. 

I fell asleep somehow and when I woke up 
I was completely alone. All I could hear was 
the rain striking the lake and mud. I felt bet- 
ter and since the moon was shining through 
the clouds, I could see where I was going 
and walked on. It didn't last for long be- 
cause either the moon went down or the 
clouds got thicker and I just couldn't see 
anything at all. 

I knew that I had better find shelter be- 
cause it was too dangerous to go on. I 
thought I saw a large log and walked 
towards it. АП of a sudden I was falling. I 
tried to right myself but it took me by sur- 
prise and I was going head over heels. I hit 
something with my chest and bounced. Then 
I landed with a loud thud. I was really pan- 
icked because the pain was unbearable. I 
could feel the water around my face, and it 
was all I could do to get to some land. I was 
coughing out the water that I had inhaled. 
This didn't help my stomach at all. As soon 
as I struggled on to some land I passed out. 

When I regained conciousness my body 
was numb. I was half in the lake and half 
out. I was drenched completely in mud and 
water. I also couldn't have been seen if any 
help arrived. I had to get up to the top. The 
numbness began wearing off as I crawled up 
the side of the cliff. I could feel the pain in 
my chest and shoulder with every movement 
I made. I finally made it and waited until 
dawn. As morning came I could see that I 
had fallen some 35 feet and what concerned 
me more than anything else was that I was 
spitting up blood. I had to have help soon 
and none was in sight. 

I could see cabins on the other side of the 
lake. I had to keep going. Each step was a 
desperate effort and after four or five I had 
to rest. I walked all day long and it seemed 
that I was getting nowhere. I worked myself 
to a tip of a cove. I could see cabins on the 
other side of the lake. They were about 200 
yards away and the windows were boarded 
up and the cabins appeared to be abandoned 
for the winter. There was one that still had a 
boat in the water but I couldn't see anyone 

(Continued on page 123) 


CYCLE 


tory for my state. 
We know about | ^^"* 
bikes. We know 
exactly what kind 
of insurance you 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


need and when === 


you need it. That's why we offer 3 
and 6 month layup discounts. Be- 
cause you don't need liability, un- 
insured motorist and collision in- 


ПУ Рай 5800 FOREMOST DRIVE 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 49501 
Please send me your Cycle Insurance Buy- 


ers Guide and the Foremost Agent Direc- 


(PLEASE PRINT) 


* INSURANCE COMPANY 


your bike is put 
away for the win- 
ter. But you need 
all you can get 
when it isn't. And 
that's why we 
also give “age” and multiple unit 
discounts. We automatically cut 
the premium 10426 when your bike 
is one year old. And we cut the pre- 
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mium another 10% if you own two 
or more cycles. 

We've included some other 
things in our Cycle Policy. Things 
you should know about before you 
buy any insurance. To find out what 
they are, send us the completed 
coupon for your free Cycle Insur- 
ance Buyer's Guide. 


WE WORRY SO YOU WON'T HAVE TO. 


The more your insurance company knows about cycles, 
the less you need to know about insurance. 
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DAYTONA 


200 


BY COOK NEILSON 


V he АМА Victory Banquet was held 
Sunday evening in a cavernous, 
mouldering room in the Daytona 

Plaza's north wing. Yamaha's table was 

incandescent and bubbling with delight all 

evening. Few showed up from Kawasaki. 

Representatives from Suzuki bailed out 

early. In the center of the room, sitting qui- 

etly, their two finest motorcycle racers 
shrouded in pain in the Halifax Hospital, 
were John Davidson and Dick O'Brien 
from Harley-Davidson. In a week dripping 
with quality their attendance at the Victory 

Banquet was the classiest aspect of Day- 

tona 1973. 

Daytona demands balance above all 
else. It can concede a win to a motorcycle 
that's not the fastest on the track ridden 
by a pilot who hasn't been blessed with 
the most talent; it can countenance a mo- 
torcycle that doesn't steer like a Formula 
One car; it can accept a shortage of expe- 
rience from a rider and a lack of develop- 
ment from a bike. But it cannot, has not, 
and will not accept imbalance, which is 
why Yamaha won, why Suzuki lost, why 
Kawasaki would not have finished, and 
why Harley-Davidson and Triumph never 
had a chance. The Suzukis had unsound 
ignition systems and used too much gas; 
the Kawasakis' tires would never have 
made it, even if Yvon du Hamel, Art Bau- 
mann, Cliff Carr, Masahiro Wada, Gary 
Nixon, and Hurley Wilvert had; and the 
Harleys and the Triumphs were much, 
much too slow. Which left Yamaha: 160 
mph speed, no tire problems, adequate 
brakes, reasonable acceleration, satisfac- 
tory handling, the need for only one gas 
stop, and finishing places one, two, three, 
six, eight, nine, eleven, twelve, thirteen, 


(Left) The Brelsford/Darr collision was specta- 


cular and scarey. Did it make a case for fuel 
cells? Photos courtesy of Daytona Beach 
Morning Journal 


(Right) When the flag dropped, the Yvon du Ha- 


mel/Art Baumann Green Meanie Jets flew. 
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fourteen, and eighteen out of the first 
twenty. Yamaha's domination of 
Speed Week was shocking last year; 
this year it was total, and probably the 
beginning of a roadracing hegemony 
that will endure for decades. Other 
heavyweights, particularly Suzuki, 
know how to lose often and with 
grace; Yamaha has learned how to 
win with supreme style, and they're 
not likely to forget. 

Daytona underwent a subtle but 
critical shift in 1973. This year it was 
less fun for more participants than 
ever before, and speed had a lot to 
do with it. "Twas ever thus: when the 
elephants fight the grass gets tram- 
pled, and the Dilettantes of Daytona, 
who have historically entered the are- 





In the opening stages the action was tight 
enough for fairing-rattling and straight- 
arming and breath-holding. 


(Top Left) Winner Jarno Saarinen's body 
stays low and centered on his bike; when 
cornering only his inside leg flips out. 


(Far Left) Despite much fiddling, Harley 
couldn't find enough speed to get compet- 
itive. (Left) An exhausted Saarinen had 
demonstrated that World Champions 
aren't paper tigers. 


(Right) Gary Fisher outlasted (and out- 
rode) his works teammates and John 
Long to win the Expert-Junior Lightweight. 


na with thoughts of staying out of the 
way and scurrying into the top twenty 
when the elephants dropped from ex- 
haustion, found themselves sur- 
rounded flag-to-flag. They saw the 
hideous crash that busted up Mark 
Brelsford and shredded Larry Darr; 
they saw the crash that broke Cal 
Rayborn's collarbone and a bunch of 
ribs; they saw Yvon and Art dive- 
bombing through the infield grass af- 
ter slipping in Turn One. In a starting 
field of over 90, the Dilettantes spent 
most of their time a) frightening the 
real contenders; b) being frightened 
by the real contenders; c) dodging 
each other. In 1973 because of the 
wide availability of the water-cooled 
Yamaha, they were dodging each 


other at speeds unfamiliar to them; 
games cease at 160 mph. 

If there was fun to be had, it was 
had by the Novices in general and by 
Gary Lee Blackman in particular. 
Rain compressed the schedule for 
the latter part of the week, and when 
the Novices finally climbed aboard 
their machines late Friday afternoon 
it was dark and getting darker. Cliff 
Guild, Jr. had the situation under con- 
trol when the proceedings were 
called off because of darkness, with 
Blackman second and Don Vesco's 
Novice, Murray Hoffman, third. Next 
morning, though, Guild loaded up at 
the start and it was Blackman all the 
way, ahead of John Solimine and 
Hoffman. 








Where did В!асктап come from, and what 
was he doing in the winner's circle? His words, 
more or less: “Well, my Dad owns a Yamaha 
shop in Emmaus, Pennsylvania, and | wanted to 
до roadracing, so we called Yamaha to try to get 
а motorcycle but they said they couldn't deliver 
one (| guess they reserve all the bikes for the 
real hot-shoes) so 1 read an ad in MotorCycle 
Weekly where there was a bike in Florida so | 
went down and picked it up and we sort of went 
through it in the shop and then | took it out on 
one of the back roads and ran it but | never got 
it past third gear, so we brought it down to Day- 
tona and | had on a dark faceshield for the start 
of the race and | couldn't see what was going on 
and | kept missing my lines and running off the 
track and then they stopped the race and I really 
couldn't see and there | was in second and | 
thought to myself boy, l'Il never be able to do 
this well if they restart it the next morning, which 
is exactly what they did, and there | was in front, 
still missing my lines and running off the track, 
and then the engine mangled a piston on the 
twelfth lap and | thought to myself this is where 
it all ends, but the bike just kept running, man- 
gled piston and all, and boy, | just can't under- 
stand it, but it sure is neat!" 

Indeed. It was Blackman’s first roadrace. 


RESULTS 
Gary Lee Blackman Yamaha 
John Solimine Yamaha 
Murray Hoffman Yamaha 
Edward Daley Yamaha 
Tommy Hall Yamaha 
Cliff Guild Jr. Yamaha 
Steve Morehead Yamaha 
Kevin Stafford Yamaha 
William Peters Yamaha 


Average Speed: 92.804 mph 


5 


With the Novices finally being able to relax 
and ponder the astonishing abilities of Gary Lee 
Blackman, Daytona was ready for what has tra- 
ditionally been the finest roadracing in the AMA: 
the 250 Lightweight Combined. When it was 
done Daytona was ready to recognize yet an- 
other hero, John Long, first-year Junior, stylist 
supreme. And when it was done the first threats 
in years to Yamaha's domination of the Com- 
bined race were rumbling into view: the 50-hp 
360 Kawasaki Big Horn singles prepared by 
Randy Hall and ridden by Art Baumann and 
Yvon du Hamel. If any brand can benefit from 
the 360cc rule in lightweight racing, it will be Ka- 
wasaki's little singles. 

Hall's babies are important, not only because 
of the potential threat they pose to Yamaha but 
also because of what they do for the riders. Be- 
fore the Combined race Yvon was rusty, not 
having raced since the previous October, so the 
bike was good for him. Art Baumann felt the 
Combined race set him up for the next day's 
200-miler, so the bike was good for him. Bau- 
mann wasn't allowed to ride a lightweight when 
he was working for Suzuki; it is widely known 
around the pits, in fact, that the chance to ride a 
lightweight was a pivotal reason for Baumann's 
Switch in allegiance. So the teeny green mean- 
ies, beyond their chances for winning this most 
competitive of AMA events, were instrumental in 
securing the glittering abilities of Art the Dart, 
which was good for Kawasaki. 

This time, however, the Big Horns were 
doomed from the start by their tachometer drive 
gears. A nylon gear was tried. It stripped. An 
aluminum gear was tried. It stripped. For Dayto- 
na a special steel gear, incorporating the nut 
that secures it, was tried. In the heat races the 
nut/gear backed off and was forced out through 


Fourth-place Beezumph was two years too old to win. And Dick Mann? Young enough to win any day. 
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(Above) After its flop, du Hamel's Kawasaki гап on 
rocks and French-Canadian guts. The rocks got it. 


(Top) And how, you ask, did Carruthers build the 
works Yamahas, survive the blistering heat, and finish 
second? It's called grit. 


(Right) Suzuki seminar on refuelling in progress. 
Chains and ignition systems beat them. 
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the side cover, eliminating Baumann and 
causing Yvon to crash. For the race the 
engines were reassembled and the ta- 
chometers were discarded. The loss of 
the tachs didn't bother either du Hamel or 
Baumann—starting from the back of the 
pack did. 

They were in good company back 
there—Gary Nixon had had difficulty in his 
heat aboard his Dirty Distributing/ Noguchi 
Yamaha; watching Yvon, Gary and Art 
forcing their way around, over and through 
the wad of Yamahas separating them 
from the front runners was an incredible 
sight to behold. 

And the front-runners, early on, were all 
exactly who you would expect them to 
have been: Gary Fisher, Kel Carruthers, 
Dave Smith, Don Castro, and Ron Pierce. 
What, you say? Castro not a surprise? No. 
Gary Nixon picked Castro as among the 
best of the young roadracers back in 1971 
when they were both on the Triumph team 
and had competed together in England. 
“Гуе been looking for a good roadrace 
ride for a couple of years," Castro said 
after the Combined. "Everybody ! talked 
to said, ‘You’re a dirt-tracker, and | told 
"ет, ‘yeah, but | like to roadrace too. . .'" 

So Castro, while a delight to watch, 
constituted no real surprise. John Long 
did. Long won a bunch of Novice races 
last year; the ones he lost he lost because 
of equipment failure. He is, as far as any- 
one can tell, self-sponsored, and he 
builds his own engines. Long, by lap 3, 
had gotten past Jerry Greene and first- 
turn leader Steve Baker and was plugged 
into Vesco's Ron Pierce, no slouch on a 
lightweight. 

By the eighth lap Fisher, the Parkesburg 
Rocket, had things under control. Only 
Castro was close, and the two of them 
were maybe 20 bike-lengths out on Dave 
Smith, Ron Pierce, and John Long. Long 
started to hustle on the ninth lap, when he 
dispatched Pierce. By the tenth lap he 
was past Smith and beginning his run at 
Castro. He was close five laps later, spent 
two laps dealing with Don, and by lap 19 
had set his sights on Fisher. 

Meanwhile Yvon and Art on their 360s 
had been ripping great ragged holes in 
traffic and had worked their way up, by lap 
23, to eighth and ninth, turning times con- 
sistently faster than those logged by Gary 
Fisher. Nixon was not far behind them, 
and first-year Expert Jim Evans was right 
in their midst, where he was to stay until 
the end of the race. 

"As far as I’m concerned, Yvon is the 
best 750 rider in the world," Art would say 
after the 200-miler. "He's safe and he's 
steady, and he doesn't make any mis- 
takes when he's going real fast. I’ve rid- 
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On the pit road Kenny Roberts at rest while Ron Grant 
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does some chain inspection. 
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ary Scott's Triumph in the 200-miler. John Long and Don Castro do some 250 Yamahauling. 
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Yamaha bonanza: Gary Fisher drives around G 
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den close to Yvon at speed as much 
as anybody else in the country. Be- 
lieve me. He's the best. 

"But he does leave big holes when 
he's going through traffic. He was 
leaving a wake in the lightweight 
class that you wouldn't believe." 

By the 26th lap Fisher was ahead 
of Long (but not by much), who led 
Castro, Pierce, Smith, Steve Baker, 
Art Baumann, Yvon, and Evans. Long 
put on one last huge push and saw it 
fall short when his Yamaha ran out of 
gas near the new chicane at the end 
of the back straight. Castro got past 
Long between the chicane and the 
finish line, and Evans, who had 
learned enough from the Kawasaki 
guys to be a substantial threat in the 
next day's 200-miler, held them off 
for a solid seventh place. 

Heroes? Gary Fisher, of course, 
who now must be regarded as the 
best lightweight rider in the United 
States; Don Castro, proving he is ev- 
ery bit as accomplished on a roadrac- 
er as he and Nixon thought he was 
three years ago; and John Long, po- 
tentially the finest pavement special- 
ist this country has ever produced, 
heady, restrained, slick and terribly, 
terribly fast. 


RESULTS 
Gary Fisher Yamaha 
Don Castro Yamaha 
John Long Yamaha 
Ron Pierce Yamaha 
Dave Smith Yamaha 
Steve Baker Yamaha 
Jim Evans Yamaha 
Art Baumann Kawasaki 
Yvon du Hamel Kawasaki 
Gary Nixon Yamaha 


Average Speed: 95.787 mph 

If Long was a surprise in the Com- 
bined, he was less of one to those 
who saw him operate the day before 
in the Junior race. Phil McDonald, the 
son of K&N owner Norm McDonald, 
sat on the pole as a result of his heat 
race win, and latched onto the lead 
after 10 laps. Right behind him, stalk- 
ing like a tiger, was Long, with Denny 
Varnes behind him and Vesco's Jun- 
ior, Mike Devlin, behind Varnes. 

Long had McDonald by the throat 
by lap 12—but lap 12 was where it all 
ended for John, his home-built Yam- 
aha 350 having sucked in a gasket. 
McDonald made it seem easy from 
there to the finish, looking polished 
and deliberate, and picked up $1,575 
at the Victory Banquet for his efforts. 
Like Long, McDonald is a first-year 
Junior. He had just turned 17. 
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RESULTS 
Phil McDonald Yamaha 
Denny Varnes Yamaha 
Bob Deiss H-D 
Gary McGoron Yamaha 
Mike Caves Yamaha 
John Green Kawasaki 
Jessie Byars Yamaha 
Larrence Bleil Yamaha 
Brian Abbott Yamaha 
Bruce Lind Kawasaki 


Average Speed: 96:665 mph 

And on to the 200, which has be- 
come with the ISDT the most impor- 
tant motorcycle race in the world. A 
brief on who was there with what: 

Suzuki. Basically the same water- 
weapons as last year, with different 
suspension systems, different 
brakes, different porting arrange- 
ments, different compression ratios, 
different frames, different swingarms, 
different exhaust pipes, and some dif- 
ferent riders. Ron Grant, a Suzuki 
stalwart for a number of years now, 
had a Daytona-only contract that was 
extended the evening after the race. 
Paul Smart had come over from Ka- 
wasaki as a result of differences be- 
tween him and Bob Hansen; Geoff 
Perry was made an official member of 
the team after several splendid per- 
formances last year; Jack Findlay 
had grabbed a factory Suzuki replica, 
as had Italian Guido Mandracci. And 
Suzuki had bagged last year's winner, 
Don Emde. 

Kawasaki: Talent-wise, the big K 
has as much clout as any team going, 
with “A” team members Art Bau- 
mann, Yvon du Hamel and Masahiro 
Wada and “В” team members Gary 
Nixon, Cliff Carr, and Hurley Wilvert. 


Art came to Kawasaki with his Suzuki 
tuner, Chris Young, and Yvon re- 
tained the services of superthin Steve 
Whitelock. Nixon's bike is handled on 
a semi-privateer basis by Irv Kanemo- 
to, and Hurley Wilvert, one of the 
most accomplished wrenches on the 
national scene, tunes his own. Kevin 
Cameron, as usual, hones for Cliff 
Carr. 

Harley-Davidson: Nothing particu- 
larly startling here. As solidly as the 
Harleys handle and as brilliantly as 
Cal Rayborn, Mark Brelsford and 
Renzo Pasolini ride them, they.are 
down on power on the big oval 
tracks. Any significant developments 
are subtle ones that make the bikes 
only more like Harley-Davidsons. 

Yamaha: A completely new ap- 
proach with their high-intensity water- 
cooled 350 twins, the state of the art 
after four years of a ten-year competi- 
tion-development program that will 
see water-cooled fours in this country 
next year. The Yamahas are ridden 
by a cast of thousands: Ken Roberts 
(suffering from a discouraging gona- 
dal injury that necessitated removing 
a portion of his seat padding); Kel 
Carruthers, who built all of the Yam- 
aha team bikes; Don Castro, who 
showed how good he was in the light- 
weight race; Gary Fisher, who did the 
same; Ron Pierce and Dave Smith, 
two solid threats from Vesco's stable; 
Jarno Saarinen, added to the Yam- 
aha team for Daytona and as strate- 
gy-minded as he is fast; and Jim Ev- 
ans, sponsored by MotorCycle Week- 
ly and Mel Dineson, who learned 
enough tracking Baumann and Yvon 

(Continued on page 134) 





Peter Williams' monocoque Norton had everything going for it except horsepower. 
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Lightweight express slingshots out of the first 
turn, Ron Pierce (Vesco Yamaha) leading with 
John Long clamped on his tail. 
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REPORT 


THE 
PIT WALL 


BY KEVIN CAMERON 


€ Dr. Gordon Blair ran a computer pro- 
gram designed to find the optimum en- 
gine displacement for a roadracing mo- 
torcycle. Fuel consumption, handling, 
horsepower, and rider fatigue were 


among the variables considered. What 
was the result? 300cc! So that's the first 
clue behind Yamaha's Daytona win. 

Add to this the fact that the Kawa- 
saki's engineering was largely done on 
the spot at Daytona, that Suzuki contin- 
ued their tradition by refueling their fast- 
est man first (and therefore slowest), and 
add to that the 350 water-cooled Yam- 
ahas ridden by Jarno Saarinen, Kel Car- 
ruthers and Jim Evans, and you really 
begin to understand. 

The Yamahas were fast, reliable, and 
numerous. They won. 

Factory teams with serious plans to 
win usually rent the track in the weeks 
immediately before the race, and this 
provides a vast amount of material for 
useless speculation. Honda was there. 
Kawasaki, Harley, and Suzuki also had 
their innings. Cliff Carr (the Kawasaki 
teamster who rides my equipment) and I 
spent two days learning that we had one 
machine that went but wouldn't handle, 
and one that handled but wouldn't go. Honda had the quick- 
est times. Harley went home. Goodyear tires were the way to 
go. Two minutes, nineteen seconds was really hauling. A week 
later it didn’t mean a thing—any of it. 

The track was very slick and out of shape. Everyone’s new 
motors were just getting sorted. Engines stuck and blew (some 
as much as five times—our own record here was twice). The 





track gradually got into racing shape, 
and riders shook off the winter and began 
to go fast. 

I spent the week before official practice 
making up new cylinders for my machine 
to replace the welded ones the AMA had 
told me would be declared illegal. Al- 
though equipment rules are now liberal- 
ized, the race week was to see charge and 
countercharge, titanium scandals, and 
the failure of magnets to adhere where 
they were supposed to. 

Monday of race week, Honda still 
ruled the rumor roost, with fast time on 
the new Goodyear tires. Honda’s legend- 
ary R&D department had gotten enough 
horsepower to set everyone else mutter- 
ing in their beards. Goodyear had pro- 
duced their first big innovations since 
1968—immense 3.75 x 18-inch slicks in a 
variety of compounds for the heavy ma- 
chines, and smaller copies for Yamahas. 
Most factory teams were trying the new 
tires, and rider reactions went in every 
direction. Some Yamaha riders reported 
so much grip that wheel chatter was be- 
coming a problem. Kawasaki men gener- 
ally like the grip, but some complained of 
a greasy feeling. In all, everyone was glad 
to hear from Goodyear again because of the sometimes irregu- 
lar arrangements for getting Dunlop’s roadracing tires and 
Dunlop’s creative pricing. 

In official practice, there are two figures to ponder: lap 
times and trap speeds. If your choice is a heavy machine, you 
might have had eyes on Ron Grant’s Tuesday trap speed of 
160.14 mph on a Suzuki, or the 164 mph of Kawasaki’s Mas- 
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ahiro Wada (the U.S. mechanics call him 
Mr. Hero) on Monday. If you favor a lighter 
brand (this makes you a realist), you will 
look at lap times because in this department 
Yamaha will look better, especially since 
they only had to stop once for gas. 

Triumph-BSA showed off one of their 
new twin cylinder short-course 750s, and it 
had a great sound as well as being a neat 
package, all American-built. Unfortunately, 
neither twins nor the three-year-old triples 
had much to show during practice. 

The Yamahas were looking competent 
and well-prepared as usual, but the notable 
lap and speed figures still belonged to the big 
two-strokes and the Hondas. 

Eventually, one of the Suzukis reportedly 
got through the speed trap at 167 mph. Paul 
Smart, newly Suzuki-mounted, was insuffer- 
ably confident and full of spunk all week; 
after all, he was going very fast on his "blue- 
throated wobbler." 

The Suzukis had new heavier swingarms 
of round section tubing, their own make of 
disc brake calipers, a ventilated rear brake 
rotor, a new fairing, and Kawasaki chain oil- 
ers! Although a Japanese supplier had prom- 
ised super performance from the new chains, 
cable-controlled oilers were fitted. These 
dripped onto the top run of the chain so that 
most of the oil was immediately thrown off. 
The handling did seem improved, because 
Paul's usual plaint of “It’s down fifteen 
horsepower and it doesn't handle" wasn't 
heard at all. They certainly weren't down 
any horsepower. The new engines were said 
to be peaking at 8000 rpm, about 400 rpm 
higher than last year. 

The Suzuki team had a Carter underwing 
refueling nozzle to replace the gusher-prone 
push-on type they had last year. The new 
one must be locked onto the tank before it 
can be turned on, and cannot be removed till 
it is turned off. Suzuki's men in blue set up 
the tower and practiced until they got their 
time down to 3.7 seconds stopped. The tanks 
were not foam-filled, so they were only fill- 
ing up halfway, the rest being bubbles. This 
cost Ron Grant many seconds in the race. 
There is no doubt that Suzuki was prepared, 
however, for when an especially muscular 
practice yank on the nozzle broke off a han- 
dle, another was quickly produced from 
spares! 

Vesco's water-cooled Yamahas were 
dressed in fairings that made them appear to 
be contenders for the water-speed record, 
stretching the current rules almost as far as 
Harley and Norton have. Standard 350$ this 
year have identical port size and location to 
last year's air-cooled machines, and the 
troublesome crank mainbearings have been 
changed to rollers. Since the two cylinders 
are in one casting, it is now possible to arc 
the transfer ducts out farther, which is a 
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benefit on this engine, but those persons un- 
lucky enough to stick their new engines had 
to pay double the old tariff. A walk-around 
on any of the faster Yamahas showed noth- 
ing non-standard; pipes, carbs, inlet lengths, 
all seemed completely standard, but speeds 
obviously were not. Carruthers' machines 
did have Suzuki-type carb-rubber mounts, 
but this is to avoid the weakness of the stan- 
dard parts. Some people were surprised to 
see no disc brakes on team Yamahas, espe- 
cially since anything good goes in this de- 
partment. Bob Wakefield's private 350 had 
Honda discs on a special hub, but it was the 
exception to the rule of drums and shoes. 

Peter Williams had brought over the only 
completed monocoque Norton together with 
two of last year's machines updated, for 
John Cooper and Dave Aldana. Plenty has 
already been said about the lightness and 
number of innovations on this machine, and 
seeing it filled me with envy. After chatting 
with Williams for awhile, I knelt down in 
front of the very nicely finished fairing and 
ductwork, and I could just barely see, deep 
inside, that ancient longstroke engine. His 
speed computations had been right on last 
year at 155 mph, and he was hoping for an 
increase from superior streamlining and 
ducting. Practice times disappointed him, 
and trap speeds were a disaster. Certainly 
the horsepower that had been there last year 
was missing this time, even considering the 
presence of the new chicane. He did feel that 
the weight reduction and lowering of the 
bike had considerably improved the han- 
dling. Beautiful parts abounded, such as the 
magnesium fork sliders with integral caliper 
brackets. The mechanics spent a long time 
looking for ways that hot air from the cylin- 
der fins could be leaking into the inlet, spoil- 
ing the volumetric efficiency. 

Norton's new fairing had something in 
common with those of Honda and Kawa- 
saki. All three had cusps extending forward 
from the base of the engine towards the 
front wheel, apparently to pick up and guide 
disturbed air spilling off the front fork. On 
the Norton, the only cooling air inlet was 
between the fork tubes, above the wheel, 
with the entire area behind the front wheel 
blocked off by a solid flat surface. Kawa- 
saki's fairing, introduced last year at Tal- 
ladega, had a larger cooling opening and is 
claimed to reduce cylinderhead temperature 
significantly. The Honda, in addition to the 
scientific-looking cusps, had a four-stroke's 
array of slots and vents for oil-coolers and 
what not. Harley was continuing with the 
extremely smooth and blimp-like fairing 
they first showed last year at Atlanta. 

For Kawasaki and for me, the week was 
work, Burger-King Whoppers, and not 
much sleep. Cliff would go out to practice, 
do one lap, and then coast in. Here is the 


luncheon menu: failed front master cylinder, 
distorted discs, broken shift lever, blown 
base gasket with seized piston and crank, 
broken carb mount, blown head gasket, 
front fork leaking. 

For company, Irv Kanemoto, who looks 
after Gary Nixon's Kawasaki, had his motor 
apart so many times I couldn't even feel sor- 
ry for myself. He had his share of gasket and 
carb mount problems, with his engine also 
holing a piston and spraying a new crank 
with gritty aluminum. 

In the front room of the Kawasaki garage, 
Randy Hall was trying to make the Bighorn 
singles stay together, and keep his sanity 
too. One engine seized five times. When the 
engine would run without seizing, the tach 
drive would unwind the primary pinion nut, 
which would then break out through the 
case. Loc-tite, tabwashers, staking, nothing 
worked. In the heat race, Art Baumann led 
from Kel Carruthers, a difficult thing to do 
under the best of circumstances, and then 
the tach drive did its thing. For the main, 
both Art and Yvon du Hamel rode without 
tachs, and after all the troubles, both ma- 
chines finished in the top ten. 

While the Japanese technicians applied 
their skills to Wada's machine, Steve White- 
lock, Yvon's tuner, fussed and fumed over 
not having last year's horsepower. Yvon 
complained of not being able to spin the rear 
wheel. Of course, since it was far easier for 
the development chief, Yoshida, to commu- 
nicate with his own factory rider in his own 
language, the good things happened to Wa- 
da's machine first. Later in the week, ex- 
haust pipes were shortened (till 3:00 in the 
morning), compression and jetting were jug- 
gled, and the power began to appear. 

In our back room the Kanemoto/Nixon 
combine got some very fast times, and Gary 
situated himself on the front row for Sunday 
with Art Baumann and three Suzukis. 

Yvon made a qualifying attempt on 
Thursday morning, but the front master cyl- 
inder applied the brakes without being 
asked. By the time a new one was fitted, the 
rain had come, and he had to settle for a 
second row starting position. 

Cliff made his qualifying attempt earlier, 
and was seeing our best tach figure of the 
week when the engine coughed. He pulled 
the clutch, but since the engine continued to 
run, he was able to drive back to the pits. A 
piston had broken up, the rod had parted, 
and the whirling remnant had done in the 
left cylinder. We slotted in the engine from 
our spare bike and went back to the start 
line, and then I remembered that the ex- 
haust pipe must be full of junk. Cliff would 
go out on the new engine and just wipe out 
again. Like madmen, we removed the pipe 
there in the line-up and shook at least a 

(Continued on page 137) 
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A СООНВООН APPROACH TO POLITICS 


Motorcyclists, horsemen, bicyclists, hikers, committees, office seekers, 
pressure groups, promises, money, swing votes—that's motorcycle politics. 


In the 1972 California legislature one bill was introduced that was pro-motorcyclist. 
There were some 80 anti-motorcycle bills. Га like to see that reversed. "—Alan Bygdnes 
e San Mateo County lies just south of San Francisco. It is bordered on the east by San 
Francisco Bay and on the west by the Pacific Ocean. Part of the county is rather 
densely populated, but much of it remains open land, rolling hills and mountains, with 
stands of oak on the lower slopes which meld into dense redwood forests higher up. 
Close to the ocean, it is a moist land with many streams and a few lakes. And there are 
many miles of trail, some constructed as such, but many of these trails are just old 
logging roads. 

Right now, in the entire county of San Mateo, there are no public facilities for 
motorcycle riding. The nearest place to ride—and this is not a public facility—is 
Carnegie Park, which is about an hour and a half to two hours drive. 

In San Mateo County, in Redwood City to be exact, lives a mechanical engineer 
named Alan Bygdnes, whose hobby is motorcycles. At 44 he's a bit old for racing, but 
he rides enduros (on an enduroized Maico), trials (on a Sherpa T), and the road (on a 
350 Yamaha). He is currently restoring two old bikes, a 1959 500cc AJS 16C Trials 
model and a 1924 250cc single cylinder Raleigh. 

A friend can't be uncomfortable with Al. He is one of those calm individuals who is 
always ready to smile and is as incapable of guile or deception as a seagull is of bad 
humor. His energy level is fantastic, but it is quiet, controlled, the energy of a big 
electric motor that you are unaware of until you realize how much gear it is driving. 
Standing in his garage, discussing bikes, there is little hint of the energy in the easy 
voice and friendly eyes. But the evidence is there, right in the middle of the floor, 
daring you to recognize it and accept it for what it is. A bike. A trim, beautiful little 
trials bike. The engine is familiar, but the bike is not, because Al built it from scratch. 
It's hard to believe because it has none of those characteristics of home-builts, none of 
the add-on afterthought parts, the seat or gas tank that doesn't quite fit, the welding 
that isn't quite professional. It certainly looks like a bike that has had years of devel- 
opment in a good factory. 

The motorcycling situation in San Mateo County, as in most other parts of the 
country, is very complex. There is both public and private land that is suitable for 
riding; there are many factions that would like to restrict or eliminate riding for 
different reasons; and there are many laws, both in existence and proposed, that do or 
will affect motorcyclists. The law and regulations come from several levels of govern- 
ment and the people who make the laws are often ignorant of the problems of cyclists, 
or squeezed by pressure groups, some of which have a code of ethics straight out of 
“The Godfather." To most people it would seem as hopeless as trying to bring order 
to a plate of spaghetti. 

"Seven or eight years ago there were a group of us who rode in the hills of San 
Mateo County. There was a lot of land where we could ride and there weren't that 
many motorcyclists then. But we could foresee problems. There was too much rapid 
growth, and we could see that it would reach the point that it has today, where they 
(cyclists) would ride anywhere and everywhere and cause problems. We saw a need 
for a place where we could go and enjoy our sport in a controlled environment. Our 
first approach was to apply our eighth-grade level civics. We went to the County 
Recreation Department which is supposed to provide recreation facilities for all resi- 
dents of the county. We presented our special problem and said that we needed a place 
to ride our motorcycles." 

The people in the Recreation Department agreed with them and suggested that they 
run a poll to determine the number of motorcyclists who might be served by such a 
facility. Al and his friends ran the poll, and submitted the report. Then the Recreation 
Department сате up with a two-page questionnaire which they wanted Al's group to 
have printed and distributed (at their cost) to all motorcyclists. And then there was 
another task. And another. 

“It became apparent that they were merely generating hurdles for us to jump. They 
figured that in six or eight months the handful of us that were working on this would 
get discouraged and quit, go back to watching television and drinking beer. We decid- 
ed that was not the way to go." 

By this time it had become apparent that they were fighting a strong, well organized 
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group—the horsemen. The horsemen have 
approximately 125 miles of public trails in 
the county and a plan has currently been 
approved to extend this to 360 miles. In the- 
ory this trail is to be shared with hikers, but 
in fact the type of trail which is constructed 
for the horsemen is unappealing to hikers. A 
horse trail is about 10 feet wide, and cleared 
of foliage, eight feet on either side and 23 
feet overhead. It is graded and no steep 
pitches are allowed. This is far more expen- 
sive than motorcycle trail, costing between 
$2,500 and $6,500 per mile for construction 
and about $350 per mile per year for mainte- 
nance. In addition to the basic trail there is 
to be an overnight rest stop every 12 to 15 
miles with tent foundations, corrals, water- 
ing troughs, telephones, and other amenities. 
These will cost between $30,000 and $35,000 
each or roughly a half million for the total 
trail network. 

A] and his friends found the situation in- 
triguing in a number of ways. Most impor- 
tant, it was demonstrably inequitable, not 
only to motorcyclists, but to hikers and bicy- 
clists as well. 

“The hikers are not getting a fair deal be- 
cause the trails that are being built, that are 
being shared by hikers and horsemen, are 
being designed specifically for horsemen. 
The average hiker does not want to walk 
down an open highly-developed trail. He 
likes to walk through the woods in a very 
remote, rural atmosphere. In addition the 
trail facilities have been defined as being fa- 
cilities for horsemen, for hikers, for bicy- 
clists, and for motorcyclists. Bicyclists have 
signs throughout some towns designating a 
‘Bicycle Route’ but these have been merely 
put up along existing paved roads, normal 
thoroughfares. It doesn't take much intelli- 
gence to know that you can ride a bicycle on 
any paved road without a sign. Motorcy- 
clists have been totally ignored." 

There are in San Mateo County today ap- 
proximately 42,000 motorcyclists and ap- 
proximately 2,000 horsemen. (These are the 
figures used by Al and his group, but pri- 
vately he figures there are only about 800 
horsemen. The higher figure is used to avoid 
argument on statistical grounds.) Hikers and 
bicyclists also substantially outnumber the 
horsemen. Why then do horsemen get all the 
facilities? Al quickly found out when he and 
another cyclist, Roy Abrahms, wangled ap- 
pointments on the County Trails Commit- 
tee, a group that provides trail recommenda- 
tions to the Department of Recreation. The 
Committee was made up of ten members of 
the San Mateo Horsemen's Association rep- 
resenting the 2,000 horsemen in the county, 
two motorcyclists representing the 42,000 
motorcyclists, two Sierra Club members rep- 
resenting a large group of hikers, and two 
Boy Scouts. 
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When AI tried to get a more equitable dis- 
tribution the Trails Committee was officially 
disbanded, but Al figures that it is still func- 
tioning underground, without, of course, 
that disturbing motorcycle element. Since 
virtually all the recommendations of the 
Committee were adopted by the Department 
of Parks and Recreation, this group was 
(and probably still is) making the trails poli- 
cy in San Mateo County. 

After two efforts that had failed, that had 
produced only useless work and endless 
frustration, Al got a break. He was talking 
to one of the County Supervisors, a man 
who also happened to be a family friend. 
This man told Al, “What you want is right, 
and it would be good for the county in addi- 
tion to being good for motorcyclists. They 
(the motorcyclists) should have a place to 
ride. But," he continued, “if I back you, I 
might get clobbered in the next election. No 
motorcyclist can remember my name. The 
horsemen and Sierra Clubbers will and 
they'll clobber me because they're orga- 
nized." 

“That’s when we decided to get orga- 
nized,” said Bygdnes. “We decided to build 
a pressure group, a pure and simple pressure 
group. We did this quite simply by going to 
each of the five motorcycle clubs in the 
county and getting two representatives from 
each club. Then we went to the 31 dealers in 
the county and we got one representative 
from each dealer, usually the owner. This 
constituted the main body of the San Mateo 
County Motorcycle Association. We have 
no paid membership and no membership 
cards. The Association has, however, been 
incorporated and it does have a five-man 
Board of Directors." 

The group's function was simplicity itself. 
There would be no involvement with partic- 
ular parties, no precinct work, no speaking 
engagements and none of the other tradi- 
tional political chores. They would concen- 
trate on only one job: making motorcyclists 
aware of the various candidates' attitudes 
toward motorcyclists. As AI sees it, there 
are enough votes in the motorcycling com- 
munity itself to elect (or defeat) a candidate. 
Motorcyclists in that county represent about 
10 per cent of the voting population. 

"In partisan politics it's well known that 
most people will vote repeatedly for their 
party's candidate. Only about 15 per cent of 
the electorate are undecided. This 15 per 
cent is known as the swing vote, and it is at 
this group that campaigns are aimed. The 
swing vote is the only hope the candidate 
has of obtaining additional support. We fig- 
ured that even though motorcyclists only 
represented 10 per cent of the vote, their in- 
fluence might be even greater than 15 per 
cent. They are of course predominantly male 
and many of them have wives who can prob- 


ably be influenced to vote with them. We 
also felt that many of the cyclists were en- 
thusiastic enough to influence their non-cy- 
cling friends." 

Selecting candidates to support is a tick- 
lish proposition. There are many factors to 
be weighed, but the most important factors 
are that the candidate have a favorable atti- 
tude toward motorcycles, that he be in a po- 
sition to do something to help motorcycling 
if he is elected and that he stand at least a 
reasonable chance to win the election. Here 
is how they go about it. 

""The association will look at the political 
picture prior to the election and choose cer- 
tain candidates that it would like to talk to. 
Sometimes, as happened recently, they will 
approach us, but at the start we had to ap- 
proach them. We elect, from our member- 
ship, three or four people to go to the candi- 
date's office or home and interview him. 
These individuals then come back to the 
general meeting and present a report to the 
membership. Sometimes it's a very clear-cut 
case of one candidate who is totally deaf to 
us versus another who is sympathetic or at 
least willing to listen to us. But if it is a close 
contest between a couple of candidates, we 
then ask these candidates to come to the 
next meeting and we give them an hour or 
two in which to address the membership. 
Then we take a vote to decide which candi- 
date to support." 

“When you interview a candidate," 
Bygdnes was asked, "Do you ask his posi- 
tions on any other issues?" 

“Primarily our questions concern his atti- 
tudes toward motorcycling, because that is 
our business. But we also ask questions in 
other areas in order to determine his integri- 
ty and credibility as a politician in general. 
However, all our determinations are based 
solely on his attitude toward motorcycling. 
We are advising motorcyclists of his atti- 
tudes on motorcycling only. 

“After one of our campaigns we received 
a letter from a local motorcyclist complain- 
ing that we had endorsed a candidate who 
had taken a stand in favor of gun control 
legislation and that he felt we had made a 
mistake in backing this man. We explained 
that our recommendations are solely on the 
man's record and intentions toward motor- 
cyclists. Any other factors concerning the 
candidate should be decided by the individu- 
al.” 

Once a candidate (or several) has been se- 
lected, the work begins, but according to Al, 
the work is not so much as to leave anyone 
exhausted. His breakdown of the total time 
required for their most successful campaign 
was: 40 hours work by five men, five hours 
work by twenty men, and a few hours (less 
than five) by about 40 people. Immediately 

(Continued on page 108) 
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Now there's no doubt about which Quaker State motor oil to use 
for your 2 and 4 stroke bike. It's right there on the label. 

And there's no doubt about the engine protection you'll get from 
Quaker State Motorcycle Oils. Because these motor oils are refined by a 
company with a tradition of product excellence— motor oils that resist pun- 
ishing heat changes. 

Quaker State possesses the film strength that keeps machinery moving 
easily through line contacts that may reach many thousands of pounds per 
square inch and it's fortified to minimize piston scuffing, plug fouling and 
combustion chambers and exhaust ports deposits. 

There's no doubt about the peace of mind Quaker State gives you 
in every quart. 


Quaker State your bike to keep it running young. 
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The Boyer system consists of (a) the stator plate, (b) “the black box,” and (c) the rotor. 


Boyer Bransden 
Transistor Ignition System 


A trick ignition system which comes with a little black box 
certainly looks impressive. But does all that electronic stuff do 
anything? Are there drawbacks? Will the system last? 


ө The Boyer Bransden Transistor Ignition 
System is a pulse-amplifier which consists of 
three parts: (a) stator with three coils mount- 
ed at 120°; (b) “black box" solid-state pulse 
amplifier and advance control; (c) rotor with 
three permanent magnets which are at- 
tached at 120° intervals. 

The stator is actually a circular printed 
circuit board with the coils as integral parts 
of the board. It is probably the most fragile 
of the three parts and should be handled 
with care. Connections made to the small 
terminals should be tinned, and the screws 
should not be over-tightened. The black box 
is a completely sealed unit without access to 
any of the insides. Two spade terminals (+ 
and —) are provided at the top for 12vDC 
input. The signal input (single-conductor 
plus shield) and the output (to coils) are pig- 
tail leads. Care should be used in handling 
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these connections because if they are broken 
or cut too short, there is no way to reestab- 
lish internal connections. The rotor is of 
one-piece construction and has the magnets 
attached with screws which are glued or 
peened to prevent them from backing out. 

Overall, the unit has the appearance of be- 
ing well-designed and constructed. It fea- 
tures no moving parts to wear or go out of 
adjustment. Since it is a sealed unit, the as- 
sembly cannot be checked other than for 
simple tests of continuity through the coils. 
Malfunction is characterized by complete 
failure of the unit rather than poor or inter- 
mittent performance. 

For the purposes of this test, the system 
was installed on a Triumph T150 (750cc, 
three-cylinder, 1970 model), which had 
20,262 miles on it. Instructions which came 
with the unit were followed. Exceptions, ad- 


ditional instructions and other comments 
are as follows: 

1. Mounting the black box: instructions 
stated that it need not be mounted in a par- 
ticularly cool place, but it should, for safe- 
ty’s sake, be provided with an anti-vibration 
mount. There are many places on the Tri- 
dent in which to stick this small (3 x 5 x 
11%-1псһ) box; we chose to place it directly 
in front of the battery. A small metal box 
was scrounged out of the junk box and fitted 
with a worm-screw clamp and carpet pad- 
ding. (Lacking such a lucky find in a junk 
pile, a box the proper size can easily be made 
out of heavy gauge sheet metal or alumi- 
num.) A piece of flat stock was then shaped 
so that it would attach to the top and bot- 
tom of the battery mount. This strap was 
brazed to the back of the box and the unit 
bolted into place. The bolts were secured 
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Rotate engine until one of the timing marks on 
alternator appears. Position rotor so that one mag- 
net is 40 to 45 degrees BTDC. 





with 3-M adhesive. The entire unit was 
concealed behind the sidecover. 

2. The 12vDC coils on the Trident must 
be replaced with 6vDC coils. Wiring of the 
coils is in a simple series circuit and is shown 
clearly on the diagram with the instructions. 

3. The wiring harness can be modified to 
get the lead (-) from the ignition switch out 
closer to the terminal on the black box. 

4. The shielded lead from the black box 
can be routed under the gas tank and taped 
to the front tube to get it to the timing case. 
This lead can also be routed under the bike 
as were the leads from the points, but this 
brings it close to the exhaust pipe and 
should be avoided. 

5. The hole in the timing case is sized for a 
larger wire, and it becomes necessary to pad 
the hole with gauze to keep water and dirt 
out and to prevent chafing of the wire. 

6. After removing the breaker plate as- 
sembly and the auto-advance mechanism 
(with a special Triumph puller) the rotor 
can be fitted to the timing shaft. The engine 
should be rotated until one of the three tim- 
ing marks on the alternator rotor is lined up 
with the timing indicator. The timing rotor 
is positioned by eye so one of the magnets is 
40° to 45° BTDC. The same bolt is used to 
mount this rotor as was used for the auto 
advance mechanism. 

It should be noted that this ignition sys- 
tem fires all three plugs at the same time, 
unlike the one-at-a-time method with the 
points. Thus, when timing the engine, no 
differentiation is made as to which timing 
mark is used or which cylinder the timing 
light is connected to. Also, when positioning 
the rotor by eye as noted above, do not ro- 
tate the engine to TDC; use the timing 
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Since the stator plate is thinner than the breaker-plate, 
extra washers must be inserted behind the screw-posts so 


that plate can be locked into place. 


marks. Should the alternator rotor need to 
be removed, it is important to replace it with 
the three timing marks facing out. (It is pos- 
sible to fit it either way.) A single timing 
mark, not congruent to any of the three, is 
on the reverse side—this same alternator is 
probably used in another engine. The error 
will be quickly noted when trying to time 
the engine with the points system, but such a 
mistake will not be as apparent with the 
transistor system. 

7. The stator is mounted with three pillar 
bolts (which held the breaker plate). Since 
the stator plate is somewhat thinner than the 


The black box should be protected from vibration. 
The system employed here utilizes carpet padding. 
Locate box in a relatively cool area. 








With the plate installed, wires can be hooked 


although strobe-light is required. 


breaker plate, two extra washers must be add- 
ed to the pillar bolts to permit them to be 
tightened. 

8. The instructions indicate that the "'col- 
or code" on the wire should be followed 
when making the connections to the stator 
terminals. One of the wires is black; the oth- 
er is not colored but is in an uninsulated 
shield. This one goes on the white terminal. 

9. The timing procedure is extremely sim- 
ple compared to the previous process re- 
quired to time the three sets of points. A 
strobe-type timing light is necessary. The en- 
gine should start easily with the stator plate 
at the mid-point of its adjustment. With the 
light connected to any plug wire, adjust the 
plate by finger (do not tap with metal tools) 
until timing is correct. It is not necessary to 
repeat this procedure for the other cylinders. 

In general, installing this system is simple 
for anyone who understands standard mo- 
torcycle ignition circuits and timing proce- 
dures. The only special tools required are 
the Triumph puller used to remove the old 
auto-advance mechanism and the strobo- 
scopic timing light. Special precaution must 
be used when connecting the black box to be 
sure that the polarity does not get reversed, as 
this will cause the unit to self-destruct im- 
mediately. The entire procedure should take 
no longer than an evening. 

The motorcycle performed in much the 
same manner as with the standard system 
with the following exceptions: 

1. Slightly smoother performance at lower 
rpms and quicker acceleration in first gear. 
This is not enough of an improvement, how- 
ever, to install the unit only for this reason. 

2. Battery drain: The standard ignition 

(Continued on page 114) 
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up per instructions. Timing is much simplified, 





On the Daytona bowl Kawasaki snatches a string of endurance records 


“JI wouldn't of believed it 
if I hadn't been there..." 


e “Thirty minutes." It is 8:20 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 14. The muggy, drench- 
ing Florida heat has disappeared with the 
sun, leaving behind air cool and heavy as 
cement. Jeff Shetler has awakened you for 
your third battle. In a few minutes you will 
be in your leathers, helmet, boots and gloves 
and you will climb aboard the Number 3 
Kawasaki and ram it as hard as you can 
round Daytona's shadowy bowl, your world 
constricted to the moaning wind in your 
ears; pain in the pads of your hands; a mol- 
ten tightness stringing between your shoul- 
ders; the pale beam of light shooting off the 
front of the motorcycle; the grotesque and 
faintly lit high banks; the tiny, bouncing part 
of the universe that you can see between the 
speedometer and tach; the two Union 76 
signs glowing like Las Vegas moons at either 
end of the front straight; and the ignition 
keystrap twitching slowly and out of focus 
on phantom air currents just outside the 
shield of your helmet. 

Thirty minutes. Your leathers are chilly 
and moist to the touch, and they are begin- 
ning to smell differently than they did a day 
ago. You climb in, zip the legs, zip the waist, 
fasten all the snaps above the fly and zip the 
jacket up a couple of inches so you won't 
have to worry about getting it hooked when 
Hurley Wilvert signals that he's coming in. 
You check your faceshield, clean raost of the 
bugs off, and try to figure just what is mak- 
ing your jaw sore. The D-rings on the hel- 
met strap. 

You walk to the pit area, 40 feet from 
where you were trying to sleep. Shetler is 
there with Randy Davis, moving slowly in a 
pool of cold light. The two of them have 
been doing the tire changing, chain inspec- 
tion and lubrication, and oil level checking 
all day. They will do it all night and they 
will do it until 9:30 the next morning when 
the 24 Hours are over. Out in the field, 
across the damp grass and hunkering near a 
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floodlight, another fist of people: Jeff Hein- 
inger, Skip Newell and the Prince of Bom- 
bast, Bryon Farnsworth. In the yellow illu- 
mination of the timing trailer Paul Shattuck 
from the AMA, listening to the twin clunks 
of the printing timer when the 7-15 hurtle 
through the electronic beam cutting across 
the track. Paul Shattuck has not moved 
much for 117 hours. He will not move for 
another 1274. 

You round up some duct tape and tape 
your sleeves tight to your wrists; then you 
tape the junction between leather leg and 
boot. You do not know if it does any good, 
all the taping, but everybody else is doing it, 
so what the hell. 

“The average speed on Number 3 is just a 
hair under the 12-Hour record," Farnsworth 
is saying excitedly. "Pick Hurley up." Wil- 
vert is given the Wide Open signboard. He 
has been lapping around 76 to 77 seconds, or 
about 115 to 117 mph. Within 2 couple of 
laps he is burning around the gloomy oval in 
70 seconds, or 128 mph. 

“You ready?" Farnsworth asks. You nod. 
“Can you run 'er wide-open without falling 
off?" You nod again. You wonder what 
Bryon would have done if you had told him 
no. Wilvert flashes through the dim light in 
front of the pits, his left arm extended out 
from the motorcycle. He will be in next time 
around. It is 9:00. “Listen,” Bryon tells 
Shetler and Davis. “No time for checking 
tires, no time for checking chains, and we'll 
gas out of the big hose.” The mechanics nod. 
You put on your helmet and gloves, zip your 
jacket to the top and wait. 

Hurley heels around the corner leading to 
the pits and stops in front of the Union gas 
truck. “How hard are you running it?" you 
ask him. “Just about wide open. It’s wob- 
bling pretty bad around the banking.” 
That’s nothing new—but this is your first 
ride at night, and you wonder what kind of a 
wrestling match you’re in for now. 


— Gary Nixon 


Hurley is off the motorcycle and you’re 
on it, gas pours in through a hose as big 
around as your leg, the chrome cap is 
snapped shut and you pick up the revs and 
accelerate down the pit road, feeling the bike 
start to wobble as you round onto the oval, 
your feet already on the passenger pegs and 
your chest down on the foam rubber taped 
to the tank. Settle down, you big turkey. Set- 
tle down. 

Kawasaki has come to Daytona hungry 
for speed and endurance records. They have 
brought two 24-Hour bikes, both prepared 
by Jeff Shetler. They are stock except for 
special valve springs, a Jerry Branch porting 
job, no turn indicators, Tim Witham fork 
springs and shock springs, Koni shocks and 
semi-clip-on handlebars fitted with Webco 
handgrips. The suspension stuff is to help 
the bikes run straight around the banking. 
The valve springs are to control shims and 
cam followers in case the engines are over- 
revved. 

The third bike is trick. Two engines have 
been built for it in Japan by Pops Yoshimu- 
ra, and every horsepower-producing breath- 
ing component has been touched. It has Kei- 
hin racing carburetors, a reground cam, a 
complete porting job, special valves, special 
valve springs, a collector exhaust system and 
more compression than the stockers. It was 
originally supposed to go after, among oth- 
ers, the Standing Start /,-mile FIM record, 
the Standing Start Kilometer record, and 
the Standing Start Mile record. It was dis- 
covered before the bike started running that 
the short-distance records were held by a 
gentleman named David Hobbs of England, 
whose !/-mile record was 9.87 seconds and 
whose terminal speed at the end of the 
Standing Start Mile was something in the 
neighborhood of 190 mph. Hobbs' bike was 
a double-engined fuel Triumph. Yoshimura 
engine or no, it was clearly impossible, and 
Kawasaki switched their attention to Gene 
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„ (Тор) Art Baumann brings on one 24-Hour 903 in: at 
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Romero's American Closed Course flying 
one lap record (157.216 mph), Alberto Pa- 
gani's 100-Kilometer record (135.446 mph), 
Remo Venturi's 10-Kilometer record 
(135.446 mph), and a bunch of AMA rec- 
ords set by BSA at Daytona in the late '60s. 

Yvon du Hamel would ride the full-house 
Kawasaki during the really fast stuff—that 
was agreed upon Monday—and he would go 
after the BSA records with a spare Yoshi- 
mura engine installed in the Number 3 24- 
Hour bike. 

"But Geez, Bryon, I thought those BSA 
records were set with stock engines," you 
ask. 

"Stock? Stock? Are you kidding?" 
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Bryon Farnsworth, chief strategist, huddles with Gary Nixon, while AMA's Don Woods looks on. 


“You mean to tell me that those were mo- 
dified engines?" 

“T hope to piss in your Post Toasties they 
were modified." 

The build-up starts Tuesday. The Kawa- 
saki guys have to set the suspensions, figure 
pit stop procedure, estimate how fast the 24- 
Hour bikes have to lap to average over 100 
mph, set the jetting, set the spark lead on the 
Yoshimura engine, and deal with the nag- 
ging problem of tire wear. 

One at a time: Goodyear has agreed to 
assist under the proviso that if they say stop, 
Kawasaki will stop. Tire testing lasts all day. 
The Goodyear people see temperatures as 
high as 370 degrees from Yvon’s rear tire, 
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Pit stops passed with а flurry of telegraphic phrases, quick checks, and gas. 








Paul Shattuck worked his clocks, and his share of 
toothpicks, for 24 straight hours. 


which is a lot, since nylon melts at 275. Aft- 
er changing compounds and getting tire 
pressure high enough Goodyear is satisfied 
that nothing bad will happen to Yvon, but 
they check depths and temperatures every 
time du Hamel stops, just in case. 

The 24-Hour bikes are easier. Goodyear 
mounts 3.75-19 roadracing skins on both 
fronts and 3.75-18s on the rears. The com- 
pound chosen is the same one the NASCAR 
stockers use on their right sides. When the 
24 Hours are done the Number 2 bike will 
have used two front tires and three rears, 
and the Number 3 bike will have used one 
front and two rears. Number 2 was harder 
on tires because it wobbled worse than 
Number 3. 

But suspension is tough. Because Yvon's 
go-fast high-pressure 2-1 is equipped with a 
fairing and a tail section it handles just fine 
(nobody knows exactly why, but the suspi- 
cion is that the streamlining has altered the 
center of gravity and produced some needed 
down-force). The stockers, though, make 
you feel, in Bryon's words, "like you're rid- 
ing an angry water buffalo through a rice 
paddy." They're accurate, steady, at speeds 
of 114 mph. They're O.K. at 124. But at 
132, or lap times of 68 seconds, they wallow 
and dart and pitch and shake from the time 
you hit the banks until the time you get on 
the straightaways. Front spring rates are 
changed. Steering dampers are added, then 
discarded. Shock springs are switched and 
pre-loaded at different settings. Fenders are 
removed, and then replaced. Steering heads 
are dropped %,-inch. Finally, Tuesday all 
but gone, the combinations are established: 
13.4-inch Konis, 135-pound Witham shock 

(Continued on page 144) 
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Yvon du Hamel put the 10-Kilometer record in the Kawasaki cori 





t 


ner 





Xe Mon i e 


The big 903s would just loaf along; they wouldn't squirm on the banks until you put 130 mph be 
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UNBREAKABLE 
PLASTIC LEVERS 


Amazingly sturdy. Resist- 
ant to weather, gas, oil. 
LIFETIME GUARANTEE! 
Fit all 78” bars. $7.95 ea. 





HONDA 500-750 
POWERTONE 
COLLECTORS 
BIG POWER INCREASE 
LITEWEIGHT 

EASY INSTALLATION 
*Plus Freight 
4-INTO-1 *$95.00 
4-INTO-2 *$95.00 











FINNED COVERS 

Highly polished aluminum. 
HON 750 Set of 3 $29.95 
500 & 350 (4) Pair $19.95 
450 Alternator $12.95 





YOSHIMURA 
HONDA CAMS! 
100-125cc ..... $ 29.95 
250: cé x 36.95 
350 Twin ...... 58.95 
350 Four* ..... 105.00 
CB) SOO s. 106.95 
СВ: 250* oeei 114.95 


*Includes Special Pistons. 
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T-SHIRTS 


Quality shirts; super col- 
orful cycle designs. All 
popular cycles and many 
not so popular. $3 each/ 
two for $5. 


LIGHT BRACKETS 
Beautifully chromed. Perfect 
for custom front end. $11.95 
pair. 





CUSTOM VALVE 
COVERS 

Finned, polished aluminum. 
Attractive custom look. Avail. 
for Honda 350, 500, 750. Set 
of four $9.95. Set of Eight 
$17.95. 





VELOCITY STACKS 


More Power! Increased air 
flow. Aircraft aluminum. 
Honda twins $10 pair. Honda 
Fours (500 & 750) $20 set. 
Specify model. (Also available 
with screens for 350, 450, 750) 


CATALOG 


Accessories for all cycles. 
300-page 4-catalog package 
$3 or FREE with $10 order. 





ORDER FROM: 


RACECRAFTERS 


international 


Dept.cy 6 Box 347 - Los Angeles, Ca 90028 


or visit our store: 


7920 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 90046 
or order by phone: (213) 876-3600 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 
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TS-125K Continued from page 55 


tooth alternative lowers the Dusters top 
speed to 52 mph at 8,000 rpm, but multi- 
plies the low gear torque just enough for 
perfect throttle response in rough going. 
We used the 7,000 rpm redline on the data 
graph because that is the power peak, but 
the engine will happily and safely rev to 
8,000 rpm for short spurts. The 13-tooth 
sprocket gives a low gear reduction ratio of 
37.75:1, which is just about ideal. 

The only detail items on the Duster 
which performed particularly badly in the 
dirt were the front fender and the sheet 
metal rock shield under the exhaust sys- 
tem. Both components seemed to be de- 
signed with the one good eye focused more 
on styling than function. The fender saved 
hardly a drop of mud from being flung on 
bike and rider, and a fair portion of that 
became lodged in the rock shield. At least 
the extra weight helped keep the front end 
down a bit. 

The seat is okay, but nothing special. 
Both handlebar control levers are the 
tough, pliable ones that used to come on 
Hondas. You can bend one of them around 
double and straighten it without even 
cracking the clamping boss. A capacity of 
1.7 gallons in the fuel tank gives the Dust- 
er an average range of 46 miles in dirt hills. 

Back in the shop, it didn't take long to 
figure out why the Suzuki reacts to hills 
the way it does. The wheelbase, curb 
weight, and steering geometry are virtually 
identical to the Hodaka Wombat which we 
tested in the February issue of Cycle. That 
bike handled sympathetically. The Su- 
zuki's weight is simply placed all wrong. 
Look at how the swingarm on the Duster 
angles sharply up from the axle to the en- 
gine. The engine is almost two inches high- 
er than the Hodaka's. The weight distribu- 
tion is almost the same, front-to-back. 
Lower the Suzuki's engine, put on the 13- 
tooth sprocket, add 14.5 per cent max 
power and a lot fatter power curve, put on 
a softer suspension and you've got yourself 
a Suzuki Wombat. 

This is not to say that the Duster is gut- 
less. It pulls hard and clean and the gear- 
box puts good use to the power available. 
But a little power gain in these small bikes 
makes a lot of difference out in the hills, 
especially when the gain is at lower revs. 

The shop manual we received with the 
Duster is an entirely new format for Su- 
zuki. It is much more informative and bet- 
ter illustrated than any of their previous 
efforts. With the manual and a set of spe- 
cial tools, an owner could completely 
maintain and rebuild his bike. 

Normal maintenance is straightforward 
and easy on the Duster. The air cleaner is 
under one of those plastic covers on the 
right side of the bike. Two screws on the 
cover and two more on the sheet metal air 
box allow the filter element to be taken out 
for washing in solvent and re-oiling. Keep- 
ing the gearbox/clutch oil level up is ac- 
complished by removing a plug on the side 





of the case and adding lube until it runs 
out. Either brake can be quickly adjusted 
with a finger nut at the backing plate. Our 
only bitch was with the ignition timing. 
The stator plate is not slotted; the only 
way to change the timing is to change the 
maximum gap of the points. That's fine ex- 
cept that the little window you look 
through to set the points is not in the right 
place when the points are open. When our 
bike was timed to the manual specs, the 
gap was less than the specified .012 to .016 
tolerance. Better the bike should have the 
pointless C-D ignition used on the TS-185. 

The Duster is a good street bike and a 
mediocre dirt machine. According to in- 
tended use, we would suggest that you 
spend another $70 and get the really excel- 
lent TS-185. If you seriously want a true 
dual-purpose 125cc bike, you'll do better 
with another make. 


SUZUKI TS-125 Parts Prices 


Piston ring set $3.16 (12140-2810) 
Air cleaner element $4.16 (13781-28210) 
Headlight bulb $5.61 (35121-28210) 
Main jet $0.69 (13581-2810) 
Footpeg rubber $0.65 (43560-25000) 
(with peg) 

Taillight lens $2.31 (35712-27630) 
Fork seal $1.26 (51153-80810) 
Rear chain $6.96 (27600-36010) 
Points assembly $3.24 (32240-28010) 
Shop manual $3.95 (99301-28000) 
Rear sprocket $5.80 (64511-28000) 
Clutch cable $2.44 (58200-28000) 
Clutch and 

brake levers $2.08 (57420-18601) 








TRIUMPH ISDT Cont from page 52 


behind the seat, but the seat has a zipper 
and tools can be packed into the seat itself 
between layers of foam. Triumph men 
won't hurt for tools. 

After going over the bike in detail we 
took it out for a ride. The area is small, so 
there was no possibility of anything re- 
motely resembling a test, but there was a 
little trail with some rocks and brush and it 
was raining a bit, for ISDT atmosphere. It 
took only a few minutes for this dedicated 
cowtrailer to fall in love with the Triumph. 
The easy starting makes you feel very com- 
fortable; you wouldn't mind being a long 
way from your truck because this bike 
doesn't feel like it's going to quit. There's 
lots of power to get you out of trouble. 
You can ride along and look at the scenery 
without worrying about whether the bike 
is going to do something treacherous. And 
what a fire-roader it would make! On the 
way back into the building we indulged in 
a bit of dreaming, remembering fondly the 
days of roaming the deserts and mountains 
on,big Triumph twins. But that was in 
1960, and that's a long time ago. 

After we had returned the bike to the 
mechanics, we went in to talk about the 
riders who are to make up the team. So far 
they haven't signed any for the American 
effort. The Qualifiers are less than two 
months away as of this writing. When it 
was decided to take on this project, Tri- 
umph sent out a press release to their deal- 
ers asking for volunteers. Colman had 
quite a stack of applications, but there 
were no riders in there with any significant 
experience. The best of the bunch were two 
pretty good enduro riders. 

Good riders, of course, are available, but 
by this time most of the riders who are 
potential Gold medal winners have their 
rides lined up. If Triumph manages to get 
any, it's likely to cost them quite a bit. In- 
terestingly enough, Britain is probably fac- 
ing the same problem about now. Most of 
the riders on their team of last year have 
contracts with the Spanish factories which 
would prevent them from riding Triumphs 
this year. 

The weight of the machine we inspected 
was 306 pounds, which is considerably bet- 
ter than the 330 pounds stock weight. Ac- 
cording to Colman, they were shooting for 
280. They were going to start the weight 
reduction by substituting an aluminum 
cylinder for the iron one that was on the 
prototype machine. Then they would cut 
some bits and pieces off the frame. 

Substituting an aluminum cylinder 
would save about six pounds. Making an 
entirely new frame out of Reynolds tubing 
would save maybe eight pounds, but they 
insist they're going to use the stock frame. 
It is difficult to see how they are going to 
reach the desired weight. 

ISDT's are won (or lost) in the special 
tests in most years. Occasionally the course 
is so rugged that mere survival earns a win, 
but this happens only rarely. In neither of 
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the two classes in which the Triumph 
might compete do its chances seem great. 
Last year in the ISDT there was one rider 
entered on a four-stroke motorcycle (BSA) 
who won a Gold Medal in the 500cc class. 
He finished fourteenth. The 1200cc class 
was won by a Husqvarna rider who earned 
the only Gold. Triumphs finished second 
and third, though, so with a bit more effort 
or luck Triumphs could conceivably win 
that class. 

Ken Heanes, a man who has won twelve 
Gold Medals in the ISDT, is managing the 
Triumph effort in Britain. He knows that 
the Trophy team must do well in three 
classes to win. Is he counting on entering a 
few Rickmans in the smaller classes? And 
what about the American effort? The man- 
ufacturer's team? With the MZs, Jawas, 
Huskies, and Maicos in the 500 class, the 
Triumphs would stand little chance. 
They're between 40 and 60 pounds over- 
weight. Will Triumph overbore them so 
they can compete against the BMWs in the 
1200cc class? That doesn't seem very 
sporting, but it is more logical. 

There is a lot to be said for the idea of 
plugging new people into a project which 
has gone sour, which is essentially what 
Triumph of England has done. But new 
people and fresh ideas cannot overcome in- 
herent limitations. When all is said and 
done, the 500 Triumph must compete 
against the 400 Husky, which has about 
the same power and weighs 50 pounds less. 
Those are tough odds indeed. But speaking 
of tough odds, who would have bet on 
RAF in 1941? e 





Start 
someone 


оп a pipe 
today 


(Why not yourself) 





Imperial 
$4.95 



















YELLO-BOLE: 
Honey-Caked Pipes 


No breaking-in. Unique, real- 
honey- caked bowls give you mild, 
flavorful smoke from the first 
pipeful. If you’re not completely 
satisfied, return pipe with 

sales slip and we'll refund your 
purchase price. $2.50 to $6.95 


KAYWOODIE. 


Custom Crafted Pipes 


World's finest hand- 
selected briar. Aged 
and cured as only 
Kaywoodie knows how. 
Hand-shaped, hand- 
worked to look as good 
as they smoke. Drink- 
less fitment condenses 
moisture, traps tars. 
$6.95 to $100. 





" New Relief 
Grain Custom 
Cut $9.95 


For free folders and pipe smoking tips write 
S. M.Frank & Co., Inc., N. Y.N. Y. 10022 Dept.N 
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All rhe qood Feelings 
IN THE world iN ONE 


It could only happen at a place called Reality Farms. 

A genuine 500cc Kawasaki H1R roadracer was transformed into a street racer. 
The result? Well, all those fellows who have just built café racers 

out of street bikes can start crying tears of envy now. 


e Hie Mali ییک‎ an Mt oma 





e It is the stuff from which daydreams are spun. A genuine 
roadracer built into a street machine—it's the kind of idea that 
makes the most sense when minds frolic along in orange-and- 
magenta clouds. A streetable Kawasaki roadracer would be the 
perfect motorcycle for the fellow who commutes to work daily 
in a McLaren-Chevy. The clear air of reality dissolves such 
fantasies, and for good reasons. Roadracers are single-purpose 
tools; those things which make good racers do not necessarily 
make good street machines; and few enthusiasts have the re- 
sources to re-engineer a racer. No wonder, then, that most 
roadburners are tuned-up street machines ratherthan cooled- 
out racers. It's so much more sensible. Unless you happen to 
have a Kawasaki HIR lying about. Which Chip Furlong did. 

Furlong's Kawasaki 500 was a holdover from his days of 
racing past. With the blooming of the 750cc H2R Kawasaki, 
the earlier version became something of an orphan, and there's 


hardly a brisk market in has-been hardware. The proprietor of 
both Reality Farms and Reality Motorcycle Repair (outside 
beautiful downtown Allentown, New Jersey), Furlong had the 
resources to recast his HIR into an ultimate café racer. Such 
conversions, in the normal course of human fumbling, begin 
with grand designs and terminate in a miserable patchwork of 
make-shift assemblages. But where others might have jerry- 
rigged, Furlong sought final solutions, made tidy installations, 
and meshed standard parts neatly with racing pieces. 

However antiseptic the craftsmanship and reasonable the 
compromises, his creation is neither a boulevard pussycat nor a 
long-distance hummer. Imagine having a joint-seizure in the 
middle of a deep knee-bend; that's the riding position. Try rid- 
ing on a square-wheeled buckboard; that's the seating comfort. 
Imagine being locked into a closet and listening to stereo 
sounds of baby rattles and motocross racers; that's the audio 
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The aluminum alloy Team Hansen-type gas tank no longer carries the jet fill apparatus in its side; a plexiglass window has been substituted. Chopper-type 
sidestand, when retracted, won't ground. 


portion. In the café racer class, enthusiasts 
endure this self-abuse to get the substance 
and effect of a gen-yoo-wine racer. 

If the drugstore racer accelerates, brakes, 
handles—and looks—like the next of kin to 
a factory racer, the owner will revel down 
the road for fifty miles on Sunday, and hap- 
pily see his chiropractor on Monday. Who 
cares if the bike can only wail down twisting 
backcountry roads. That's the point. 

Internally, the engine lost some pedigreed 
racing parts in the interest of fast roadwork. 
Standard Kawasaki street pistons have 
calmed down the port timing for measure of 
tractability, which has been aided and abet- 
ted by tossing out the 34mm Mikuni carbu- 
retors and fitting 28mm instruments in their 
place. Getting the bike off to a clean and 
easy start has been made easier by the 
switch. By substituting the H1’s lower first 
gear for the racing box’s tall number-one, 
the use of the kickstarter had been facilitat- 
ed. Yes, the engine will light off with the 
lever after about four stabs. Those showy 
heave-ho-and-into-the-saddle-sideways acro- 
batic starting exercises are strictly optional. 
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A little clutch slipping is still required to 
get underway, but in Furlong's "streetafied" 
engine, a standard Kawasaki H1 wet clutch 
carries the power to the gearbox. He re- 
moved the dry clutch, as fitted to the HIR, 
so that the recast racer would have the long- 
er-lasting, more serviceable wet clutch. 
Moreover, the dry clutch assembly, which 
spun out in the airstream, wasn't exactly the 
clean setup for street riding. 

While the parts swapping was going on 
inside the engine, Furlong added an entire 
electrical system. The lights, horn—indeed, 
the whole system is straight out of the Ka- 
wasaki parts book. While installing the elec- 
trical equipment didn't pose any staggering 
problems, there were a number of little 
headaches. For example, the places in which 
components fit on a standard H1 don't exist 
on an HIR. So Furlong created places. The 
battery lives in the rear portion of the seat 
along with the CDI black boxes and oil 
tank; twisting two Dzus fasteners will drop 
the battery to hand. Furlong grafted on the 
taillight and incorporated the headlamp be- 
hind the plexiglass nose of the fairing. Be- 


cause he used the standard 500 Kawasaki 
CDI ignition system, which fits on the right- 
hand side of the engine, Furlong had to 
modify further the late Team Hansen fairing 
and fabricate a blister. “Апа that," says the 
builder, “was really a pain." 

The gas tank and seat are likewise Team 
Hansen components which have been re- 
worked. The works tank no longer carries 
the jet-fill hardware in its side. American 
service stations never operate like a Hansen 
pit crew anyway. Besides, idle hands, press- 
ing at the wrong time and wrong place on 
the orifice-plate, could release a mini-gush- 
er. Instead of the jet-fill, the tank now mod- 
els a plexiglass window on one side. If noth- 
ing else, this huge gas-tank sight glass works 
as a conversation piece at the local gasoline 
pumps. The bike is fueled through a cap on 
the tank's vent system. The tank remains 
quickly detachable; it's secured to the bike 
by a rubber strap, and the fuel lines have 
quick-release stainless steel couplings. In 
truth, Furlong's device has quick-releases all 
over. The fairing can be yanked off in short 
order because it mounts by means of quar- 
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What passes for a muffling system consists of J&R silencers welded on to the ends of standard HIR expansion chambers. As a carryover from racing 
practice, everything that can be safety-wired has been so secured. Other roadracing holdovers include Dunlop racing tires. 


Neat installations abound Since the HIR racer lacked Furlong made everything as quick- 
on the machine; horn lives behind any mounts for the standard electrical detachable as possible; rear fender 
the fairing nose, and stays out of the way. items, Furlong found new places for everything. comes off by means of quarter-turn locks. 
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Furlong's device is a street racer with the emphasis on racer. The construction of the 
aluminum tank allows it to be jet-filled from either side; the off-side is simply blanked off. 
The seat padding is more luxurious than original, but in no case is it cushy. 


True to its racing heritage, just about everything, including the seat and tank, are quick release 
components. With the addition of the Seeley-tuned Ceriani forks, Furlong fitted a hydraulic steering 
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damper. Engine is limited to 9,000 rpm in the 


interest of longer life. 








ter-turn cam-locks. And so does the rear 
fender and chainguard. Less tricky is the 
genuine chopper sidestand. Nevertheless, 
the stand doesn't ground, and that's impor- 
tant considering how far over the bike can 
be cranked when it's really thrashing along. 

The running gear is calibrated for road- 
racing. The engine has been lowered one 
inch in the frame a la Team Hansen. The 
front suspension and cycle parts are pretty 
international. Gone are the original Kawa- 
saki НІК forks. Heavy-duty Ceriani road- 
racing forks fill their slots, and these partic- 
ular Italian forks stopped by Colin Seeley's 
place in England for a bit of British tuning. 
The Italian 250mm four-shoe front brake 
can stop the bike faster than anything short 
of divine intervention. Rear wheel control is 
a little less elaborate: Koni shock absorbers 
operating with 70 to 100 springs. The bike 
carries the standard H1R rear brake and 
rolls on Dunlop Road racing tires. The T-1 
compound should deliver “long” life by rac- 
ing standards. Which is to say that you 
should never be caught out on this bike 
without a Dunlop credit card. 

Any machine like this one demands cer- 
tain things from its owner, starting with 
physical fitness and ending with a healthy 

(Continued on page 102) 
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The catalog used by more motorcycle 


S 
17 dealers than any other catalog in the country! © 
\ The 1973 Rocky catalog describes more than 6,000 quality items you can 
buy FROM ANY MOTORCYCLE DEALER IN THE UNITED STATES! Every 
dealer uses the Rocky catalog--you merely call ( or visit ) your local 
dealer, order by catalog part number -- 
and pick up the merchandise in less 
than half the time of mail-order 


delivery! ( Based on normal 

mail service ). N J 
FOR CATALOG SEND $3.00 CHECK OR 
MONEY ORDER. ( CALIFORNIA RESI- 
DENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX; IF YOU 


WANT THE CATALOG AIR PARCEL 
POST, ADD $1.00. ) 
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GOOD FEELINGS from page 101 
bankroll. Understand that there are no air 
cleaners, so those Dunlop tires had better 
keep the rider out of the trenches. Under- 
stand that the exhausts are HIRA expan- 
sion chambers with J&R silencers welded 
on. It should be clear that you could not go 
to Wednesday night prayer meetings on 
this machine. And should your local con- 
stabulary not be stone deaf, you'll be on a 
first-name basis with the traffic court judge 
and the county treasurer. 

The owner will already know the finan- 
cial heirarchy in his community. The Fur- 
long Kawasaki is price-tagged at $3,800, 
Cal Ruderman, who owns the Prime Rib 
restaurant-bar in Princeton, New Jersey, 
took the bike off Furlong's hands, and a lot 
of booze and beef went across the counter 
to collect the Kawasaki. Though Furlong 
poured a tremendous amount of effort into 
this particular project, he's game to do it 
again. At nearly $4,000, there are bank 
vaults that come cheaper, but they aren't 
close for fun. 

Furlong's creation is a limited machine, 
just as pure as bright Sunday morning on 
an empty winding road, just as narrow as a 
brief moment at 130 mph, just as intense as 
a helmetful of outrageous clatter, and just 
as limited as hurtling through a corner flat 
out. “Everytime I ride it," says Furlong, 
"my chemistry changes. It is all the good 
feelings in the world in one." © 


ABOUT YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION 


Your subscription to CYCLE is main- 
tained on one of the world's most modern, 
efficient computer systems, and if you're 
like 9996 of our subscribers, you'll never 
have any reason to complain about your 
subscription service. 

We have found that when complaints 
do arise, the majority of them occur be- 
cause people have written their names or 
addresses differently at different times. 
For example, if your subscription were 
listed under "William Jones, Cedar Lane, 
Middletown, Arizona," and you were to 
renew it as "Bill Jones, Cedar Lane, Mid- 
dletown, Arizona," our computer would 
think that two separate subscriptions 
were involved, and it would start sending 
you two copies of CYCLE each month. 
Other examples of combinations of names 
that would confuse the computer would 
include: John Henry Smith and Henry 
Smith; and Mrs. Joseph Jones and Mary 
Jones. Minor differences in addresses can 
also lead to difficulties. For example, to 
the computer, 100 Second St. is not the 
same as 100 2nd St. 

So, please, when you write us about 
your subscription, be sure to enclose the 
mailing label from the cover of the mag- 
azine—or else copy your name and ad- 
dress exactly as they appear on the 
mailing label. This will greatiy reduce any 
chance of error, and we will be able to 
service your request much more quickly. 
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THE NEW 
EAGLE D/S... 


Tough enough to 
take the Baja 1000 


When you're developing a new tire for 
desert riding, you want it to take anything 
the desert can dish out. Rocks. Stumps. 
Sand. Water. Heat. Cold. 

Its first time out, our new Eagle D/S 
tire took the measure of the grueling Baja 
1000. And took first place for motorcycles 
to boot! 

The winning bike— a Husqvarna 450 
Desert Master riding on our new Eagle 
D/S tire — went the distance in a record 
19 hours, 19 minutes. Ап hour and a half 
ahead of the next bike in, and 3rd overall 
in a field that included everything from 
dune buggies, to sidecars, to four-wheel 
drive trucks. 

What does a tire need to win the 
Baja 1000? 

The Eagle D/S has a body made with 
6 plies of Triple-Tempered nylon. That's 
tough enough to carry you back to base 
even if you lose all your air! 

The tread rubber is specially com- 
pounded for exceptional tear resistance 
to keep a biting edge on the lugs. 

And those lugs. They're a full 6/10" 
deep and specially contoured to dig 
deep and bite in soft dirt, sand or mud. 
They're wrapped right around the tire's 
shoulder, for controlled slides and turns. 
And spaced for rapid cleanout. 

The new Eagle D/S by Goodyear. It 
tamed the Baja. It's the 
knobby that's designed 
to run over any desert you 
can ride. See it at your 
Goodyear Motorcycle Tire 
dealer in the 4.00-18 
EAGLE and 4.50-18 sizes. 


GOOD YEAR 











FLY WITH THE EAGLE 
THAT'S RIGHT FOR YOU. 


Now there are four Eagle tires. And you can see them all on this 
display rack where Goodyear motorcycle tires are sold. 


The Eagle D/S. Latest addition to the breed. Tough enough to take what- 


ever the desert has to give. 


The Eagle A/T. The new tire for high-performance street bikes that's 
proved its stamina on the speedway. 


The Eagle D/T. The dirt track tire that's been a winne: on half-mile and 


mile circuits. 
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Self-Stick Decals with 
easy-peel backs. 


Eagle A/T, Eagle D/T Eagle MX, Eagle D/S 
TM's The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company 
Akron, Ohio. 


Code #862 260 581 





GOOD/'YEAR 
ai] MOTORCYCLE 


FOR STREET 
TRACK OR TRAIL 


GOODFSYEAR 





The Eagle MX. A consis- 
tent winner for Sunday 
riders as well as for the 
top moto-cross 
professionals. 

And now there's a new 
line of Eagle decals and 
patches to dress up your 
bike and your jackets. 
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Embroidered Patches (actual size). 


To order, send a check or 


money order for $1 to 
Goodyear Patches & 
Decals, P.O. Box 9026, 
Akron, Ohio 44305. We'll 
send you a set of two 
decals and one patch, 
postpaid. 





GOODYEAR 
MOTORCYCLE TIRE 
DISTRIBUTORS 


ARIZONA 

Action Associates, Inc. 
3320 N. 27th Ave. 
Phoenix, Ariz. 85017 
RENA Distributing 
2935 No. 29th Drive 
Phoenix, Ariz. 85016 


CALIFORNIA 
American Safety 
Equipment Corp. 
Buco Division 

7648 Burnet Ave. 

Van Nuys, Calif. 91405 


Sam Arena Motorcycle Supply 
2921 Monterey Road 
San Jose, Calif. 95100 


Tortis Cycle Tire & Battery 
37156 Fremont Blvd. 
Fremont, Calif. 94536 
Webco, Inc. 

218 Main Street 

Venice, Calif. 90291 


Yamaha International Corp. 
6600 Orangethorpe Ave. 
Buena Park, Calif. 90620 
COLORADO 

Pettee Cycle Supply 
1425 Court Place 
Denver, Colo. 80202 
CONNECTICUT 

Kodiak Enterprises, Inc. 
168 Belmont Drive 
Torrington, Conn. 06790 
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FLORIDA 

Florida Cycle Supply Co. 
4227 Clinton Ave. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 32200 


Lauderdale Auto Marine Service 


3200 South Federal Hwy. 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 33316 


ILLINOIS 

Cycle Products 
Distributing Co. 

1908 State Street 
Granite City, Ill. 62040 


Nichols Motorcycle Supply Inc. 


4135 W. 126th St. 
Chicago, Ill. 60658 


INDIANA 

C. I. Distributing 

RR 5 Monroe Street Ext. 
Decatur, Ind. 46733 


Indiana Tire & Rubber Co., Inc. 


425 West South Street 
Indianapolis, Ind. 46225 








Michigan Midget Motors, Inc. 
51025 U.S. 3IN 
South Bend, Indiana 


MASSACHUSETTS 
Cape Cod Motor Sport 
Center, Inc. 

353 Steven Street 
Hyannis, Mass. 02601 


N. F. Sheldon, Inc. 

477 Southbridge Street 
Worcester, Mass. 01610 
MICHIGAN 

Beck's Inc. 

7000 Schaefer 
Dearbom, Mich. 48126 


MINNESOTA 

Anderson Kittelson Distr. Co. 
9120 Grand Ave. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55420 


MISSOURI 

Riverdale Sport Ent., Inc. 
3628 S. Broadway 

St. Louis, Мо. 63118 


NEW JERSEY 

Accessory Distributors, Inc. 
175 Fair Street 

Palisades Park, N.J. 07650 
NEW YORK 

Four Seasons Equipment 
Center Inc. 

Box 434 

Woodridge, New York 12789 


Max Finkelstein, Inc. 
30-20 Newton Ave. 
Astoria, М.Ү. 11102 
Performance Parts 
Warehouse, Inc. 

50 French Road 
Buffalo, N.Y. 14227 


Valo Products Corp. 
422 E. 92nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10028 


Wilco Sales Corp. 

666 University Ave. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14607 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Carolina Cycle Supply 
Old U.S. Highway #421W 
P.O. Box 221 

N. Wilkesboro, N.C. 28659 


Sure Fire Distributors, Inc. 
Asheville, N.C. 


OHIO 

American Safety Equipment 
Corp. 

Buco Division 

Medina, Ohio 44256 

Capital Tire, Inc. 

1001 Cherry Street 

Toledo, Ohio 43608 


Dixie Distributing Co. | 
1725 Woodland Ave. 
Columbus, Ohio 43219 


OREGON 

Hiranport Company 
7585 S. W. Hunziker Rd. 
Tigard, Oregon 97223 


PENNSYLVANIA 
AFS Distributors, Inc. 
229 E. Third St. 
Lewistown, Pa. 17044 


Del Boring Tire Serv. Inc. 

73 Hickory Street 

Johnstown, Pa. 15902 

Engine Specialties, Inc. 

1011 Cedar Ave. 

Croydon, Pa. 19020 

TEXAS 

Iron Horse Motorcycle Assoc., 

Inc. Distributing Co. 

5228 Greenville Avenue 

Dallas, Texas 75206 

McWhorter's Inc. 

1010 Texas Ave. i. 
Lubbock, Texas 79408 

MDI Cycle Parts Warehouse 
611 Montana 

El Paso, Texas 79902 

UTAH 

Crus Distributing Co. 

2260 S. West Temple 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84115 
WASHINGTON 

Stranahan Distributors 
West 1012 Railroad 
Spokane, Wash. 99204 

U.S. Cycle Co. 

14645 Pacific Highway So. 
Seattle, Wash. 98168 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Speedway Dist. 

of West Virginia, Inc. 

Rt. 60 West 

Lewisburg, W. Virginia 
WISCONSIN 

Midway Sports Center Inc. 
Route 1, Box 196 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisc. 54494 


Goodyear 
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BASICS Continued from page 58 


found throughout motorcycles. Even so, 
that's not their purpose, and the work will 
go a lot faster and more neatly if you spend 
the approximately $7 needed to buy a pair 
of genuine snap-ring pliers. These come 
with interchangeable tips and will work 
with either inside or outside snap rings. A 
final handy tool for your basic kit is an oil 
can. You can just dribble a little oil on 
parts as you reassemble an engine to avoid 
putting it together dry, but that's awfully 
messy and an oil can is awfully cheap. Get 
two, and you can keep one loaded with 
chain lube for quick applications before 
setting off on your Sunday morning rides. 
Along with your basic tools, you'll be 
needing a few instruments, and one of 
them is a tire pressure gauge. Service sta- 
tion gauges simply are not accurate enough 
to be trusted by anyone who is interested 
in keeping his tires inflated within plus or 
minus 5 psi of the correct pressures. A 
good pocket-type pressure gauge, about 
the size of a pencil, may be had for less 
than $2. Some motorcycle tool kits have a 
two-blade feeler gauge for setting valve 
clearances and the points gap. Don't try to 
cheap your way along with this. An abso- 
lutely crackerjack feeler gauge with 26 
leaves may be had for a couple of dollars, 


and you'll use it more often than you can 
imagine unless you've had one around for 
a while. Timing ignitions on motorcycles 
accurately is all but impossible unless you 
have a dial indicator and a points meter. 
The dial indicator, held in a sleeve thread- 
ed into a spark plug hole, tells you very 
accurately where the piston is relative to 
TDC and most spark timings are given in 
those terms. The points meter is an ohm- 
meter, and it's better than the lights and 
buzzers people will try to sell you. Better, 
because it not only tells you when the 
points actually break, but also because the 
swing of the needle reveals a lot about the 
condition of the points. When the needle 
jerks sharply across the scale you are get- 
ting a clean break from clean points. If the 
motion of the needle is ragged and erratic, 
the points need cleaning or replacement. 
You can probably buy an inexpensive Jap- 
anese points meter from your motorcycle 
dealer, but if he can't supply it, an ohmme- 
ter from the local electronics supply house 
will serve as well. The dial indicator, with 
adapters, is also usually in stock at bike 
shops of any size. Failing that you can get 
one at most hardware stores and make an 
adapter out of an old spark plug. This dial 
indicator will, by the way, be one of the 
more expensive purchases you'll make. 
Sears will sell you a good one for about 
$27, and be sure to ask for the telescopic 
type. The kind with the little side-swinging 


finger is made for machinists trying to cen- 
ter shafts in lathes and that sort of action; 
they aren't what you want for motorcycle 
tune-up work. Also, anyone who gets in- 
volved in engine modification should have 
good vernier calipers. With experience and 
sharp eyes you can read these to within 
about .0005-inch, and they are generally 
more useful than micrometers as they will 
measure not only inside and outside di- 
mensions but depth—which is extremely 
important when you're trying to get a set 
of valve springs shimmed to the right com- 
pressed height. 

That's just about it for the basic tool col- 
lection. At some point you will want to 
acquire a duplicate set of sockets, like the 
first but deep-reach, and it's hard to have 
too many box-end, open-end and combina- 
tion wrenches. A big, shallow pan and a 
stiff brush are just the thing for washing 
parts, and nobody has ever had too many 
small files and fine stones. High speed 
twist drills are like files, and when you buy 
a drill motor get the speed-control kind so 
that you don't spin your drills too fast and 
burn off their cutting edges. But you won't 
need files or drills until you have enough 
experience to be thinking about modifica- 
tions. In the beginning you'll need just the 
pliers, screwdrivers, wrenches and sockets. 
Those are your basic tools, and you'll sur- 
prise yourself at what you can accomplish 
with their help. e 








ө 90% less friction 


ө Reduces engine temperature by 109 


€ SUPER PISTONS 


Teflon© Super Pistons have the following advantages over stock untreated pistons: 
€ Increases engine speed 400-600 RPM's 
€ Adds 1-2 extra H.P. per cylinder 


€ Increases surface hardness of skirt to 62 on the Rockwell C Scale 








Teflon© Super Pistons are impregnated with Teflon©. The process" we use was developed for the aerospace industry 
and combines TeflonO with an anodizing process. The Teflon© is imbedded into and becomes part of the metal. It is 














guaranteed not to crack, chip, peel, flake off or shake loose. It will not melt, burn, or deteriorate as the Teflon is good 
for 6009 F. and the piston skirt never goes above 450°F. even in the hottest two strokes. The chance of piston seizure 
is greatly reduced. An increase in H.P. & RPM as well as lower running temperatures are readily apparent whenever a 
Super Piston is installed. Super Pistons are for street or racing use and come with rings, clips and special fitting 








instructions. They are available in STD, 4.020, 4.040, 4.060 & 4.080 oversize. 



















SUZUKI YAMAHA BULTACO KAWASAKI H-D BAJA 100 26.95 
TS-125 28.95 125 AT-1,2,3 26.95 125 28.95 125E, F7 28.95 

; j 250 31.95 350E,F9 31,95 HODAKA 100 23.95 
TS-185 31.95 175 CT-1,2,3 28.95 
ый ы CZ 500 28.95 ea. HUSKY 

-250 31.95 250DT-1,2,3 31.95 250 31.95 PENTON, SACHS, DKW 250 36.95 
TM-400RS 34.95 360 RT-1,2,3 34.95 380 34.95 125 28.95 400 36.95 





For a complete listing of all the Super Pistons we stock, send for our free brochure or send $1.00 for our complete catalog. 











ORDER NOW by phone and you will have your piston within three days, COD. We can’t accept collect phone calls but 
we will deduct $1.00 from your order when you call it in long distance. If you are ordering by mail send a cashier's 
check, money order or certified check. Include your name and address and the piston part number. We ship all orders 
within 24 hours by air mail or UPS. We pay all postage and COD fees. ORDER NOW! 


*Not to be confused with Teflon© coatings. 












©Teflon is DuPonts registered trademark for its non-stick finishes. 


©? ВАМО СО. 27448 MICHIGAN AVE. e INKSTER, MICHIGAN 48141 e 


JUNE 1973 


(313) 563-4180 
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Available at better dealers for 
popular Two and Four cycle bikes. For 
complete information and two Hooker 
decals, send 50€ handling to 
Hooker Headers, 

1032 TF West Brooks Street, 


Ontario, Calitornia 91762. How much bike can you 


handle? Are you ready 

for more horse power? More 
torque? More performance? 

Say, yes. And you're ready for 
Hooker. Sophisticated high 
performance exhaust systems. The 
best. Engineered, designed and dyno 
tuned by the pros. By the largest builder 

of high performance exhaust systems in the 
world. Hooker Headers. When you're 

ready for the best. 






WE BELONG 


MIC 


1032 W. BROOKS STREET, ONTARIO, CALIF. 91762 » (714) 983-5871 


CIRCLE NO. 43 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 





IT'S FINALLY HERE. 


A CYCLE ALARM AT THE RIGHT PRICE AND SIZE. 





Approximate size 


* Once it's activated by the key lock, any move- 
ment of the cycle will trip the horn and discour- 
age any theft. 


e Because of its compact size it can be easily 4 
mounted just about anywhere on the cycle. & 


* No ugly ornament to spoil the looks of 
your cycle. 


Send check or money order to: 


RUSS-RIO CORP. • 11-W. 17TH STREET ¢ DEER PARK, N.Y. 11729 
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POLITICS Continued from page 86 


after the selection of the candidate there is 
an organizational meeting. Jobs are as- 
signed and the timetable is worked out. 
One person will visit the candidate's office 
and pick up his brochures. These are dis- 
tributed to all shops and placed on the 
counter. 

Next a brochure specifically relating to 
motorcyclists is made up, printed and 
mailed to all the motorcyclists in the coun- 
ty. That sounds simple, but in reality it's 
not as simple as it sounds. For one thing it 
takes quite a bit of money. 

"We've tried various approaches to the 
fund-raising problem. Our first approach 
was to ask for donations from the dealers. 
We got donations of $25 to $50 apiece on a 
strictly voluntary basis. The second time 
we sold tickets to a Fun Day at one of the 
local commercial motorcycle parks and for 
$1 the person got to ride all day long. The 
normal price was $2. This was donated to 
us. We also had a drawing for a $1,000 
motorcycle and $1,000 in other prizes, 
which were donated by the dealers and dis- 
tributors. We had a very good turnout and 
collected about $5,000 which lasted us for 
a couple of elections. Altogether we have 
raised about $12,000." 

Not all their ventures in fund raising 
were successful. They planned a team mo- 
tocross and lined up ten stars, five profes- 
sionals and five amateurs. Among those 
who promised to help were Dick Mann, 
Mark Brelsford, Jimmy Odom, and Brad 
Lackey. 

Then three weeks before the event, the 
track where the event was to be held was 
closed down and they were unable to find 
another. The event had to be cancelled. 
The fund raising is of course one of the 
most crucial functions: without money ev- 
erything else stops. It may be possible to 
find an artist in the organization to lay out 
the brochure, and possibly even a printer 
who will donate the printing, but eventual- 
ly the brochure must be mailed and there 
is no way around that. 

The medium is the message, says McLu- 
han, and the medium is the brochure. 

"Simplicity, I believe, is the key word. 
The best advice I can give is to remember 
that the individual to whom you're giving 
the brochure will probably have a very lim- 
ited attention span, on the order of 30 sec- 
onds or so. So make it very brief, very con- 
cise, and select just one or two candidates, 
not a whole slate. It may not be necessary 
to hire a professional to do the layout, but 
it should be professionally done and pro- 
fessionally printed. It should not be just a 
hand-mimeographed thing. The brochure 
gets more attention if it looks professional. 
We have found that among our motorcycle 
members and enthusiasts we have experts 
in photography, layout and advertising 
who’ll volunteer their help.” 

Certainly the most difficult problem, 
and the problem that will take the most 
effort right now, is assembling a mailing 
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BUY FACTORY:-DIRECT..... 
from world's leading manufacturer 


Assembled —ready to present 


All Sport 
and Event N 
Figures Available У 


Wholesale low, low prices 
Artistic color combinations 
Rush “PDQ” service 
Distinctive designs 
Satisfaction guaranteed 
Write for free catalog 
Trophyland USUI Inc. 


DEPT. C, 7001 W. 20TH AVE.. P.O. BOX 4606, HIALEAH, FLA. 33014 


DUNSTALL 
NORTON 


Hand Built High Performance 
Motor Cycles 


High Performance Motor Cycles of 750, 
810 or 850cc capacity. Many models 
available together with a host of op- 
tions which allow you to choose a 
specification which will really suit you 
best. Special Tax Free prices starting 
from as little as $1295.00 are available 
under our Personal Export Service. 


SEND $1.00 NOW TO COVER AIRMAIL 
POSTAGE FOR YOUR COPY OF THE 1973 
DUNSTALL MACHINE CATALOGUE. 


Paul Dunstall, Well Hall Road, 
London SE9 6SN, England. 
Telephone: 01-850 9131 


MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS 
EARN TOP WAGES 


Professional training on all major motor- 
cycles. Home & shop training. Classes 
now forming. Standard Technical Institute, 
2628 McGee, Kansas City, Mo. 64108. z 


DOUG SCHWERMA 
NOW OFFERS © 


CHAMPION FRAMES 


For 
YAMAHA HONDA SUZUKI 
KAWASAKI XL-250 BULTACO 
MX—Flat/Track—Short/Track—T.T. 
For free brochure write to: 


Champion Racing Frames 
23684 Clawiter Road 
Hayward, California 94545 


TRIPLE CHROME PLATING 


All parts beautifully plated. Give us make 
of cycle when writing for free price list. 
Dealer inquiries invited. W. Swirin-CY 
2446 3rd St., Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024. 
Phone: 201-947-3092. 


The finest custom made leathers for the 


pleasure or sport rider. Factory direct only. 
Catalog available. 


2443 S.E. DIVISION, PORTLAND, ORE.97202 
JUNE 1973 












list. The mailing list is not just a list of 
names. To be effective in even a minor 
race, say for a state senator or assembly- 
man, a list of 10 to 50,000 names is re- 
quired, along with addresses and zip codes. 
Even if the list were written down, it 
would take an immense amount of effort to 
type all the names on labels and then to 
sort them by zip codes, which is necessary 
if bulk rate privileges are to be enjoyed. 

‘Our biggest problem right now is 
names, the names and addresses of the mo- 
torcyclists. We can get the manpower and 
the money to put together the brochure; 
we can get the manpower to put out the 
mailing. But it is a very difficult thing to 
get the names and addresses of the motor- 
cyclists. We have come up with a system 
that works for us, but it has taken an awful 
lot of effort on our part.” 

“We constructed a mailing list by buy- 
ing from a supplier the list of licensed mo- 
torcyclists in San Mateo County, which is 
approximately one-third of the motorcy- 
cles in the county. We also got the names 
and addresses of the customers of the mo- 
torcycle shops. The owners gave them to 
us. Even with all this, our list is only 50 
per cent complete.” 

“Initially we had to hand-address the 
brochures, but in the last election a great 
saviour came along and helped us a lot: 
Rocky’s Cycle Supply. They volunteered 
to keypunch our list on IBM cards so it 
could be used in their computer. Now they 
just take the stack of cards and put it into 
their computer and the computer prints 
out the whole list for us on sticky-back la- 
bels, sorted by zip code, in 22 minutes. 
Rocky’s Cycle Supply doesn’t even have its 
business in San Mateo; they just heard 
what we were doing and thought it would 
be greatly beneficial to the sport.” 

The last step is the mail-out. The ad- 
dressed labels, the brochures, a bulk mail- 
ing stamp, a box of rubber bands, and a 
whole bunch of people are assembled in a 
large room. The brochures are stamped, la- 
beled, and bundled according to zip code. 
Whatever brochures aren’t used are dis- 
tributed among the people who drop them 
at shops or distribute the brochures at 
club meetings or races. The operation 
should be timed so that the brochures ar- 
rive not more than three days before the 
election. After the mail-out is finished, 
have a party or serve refreshments. Every- 
body should have a good time so they’ll 
come back for the next campaign. 

While Al and his fellow workers were 
able to assemble and computerize a list 
through hard work, good luck, and the 
generosity of their benefactor, this problem 
would obviously be a major stumbling 
block in many areas. But it need not be. 

“The number one name source that 
comes to mind is the distributor list. 
Whenever you buy a motorcycle, you fill 
out a warranty card. This information is 
put into a computer. Each distributor has 
its own list in its own company computer. 
Now it's very simple to have two comput- 
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Themore # 
bike you've E 
got under you, the 
more you need 

GT- Motorcycle Oil. 


Whether you're going all out in com- 
petition, trailing on a country black- 
top,or just going downtown,Kendall® 
GT-1 Motorcycle Oil gives you the 
performance you want. 

And it means top flight lubrication 
in both 2- and 4-cycle jobs—be- 
cause there's a special formulation 
for each type. 

GT-1 performance comes from 
starting with 100% Pennsylvania 
Grade Crude Oil—then refining it 
with special techniques, and fortify- 
ing it with additives carefully se- 
lected for today's machines. 

You get top performance from 
GT-1 Motorcycle Oil —whether you're 
tackling an enduro, trailing or just 
funning it. 

You'll get the same high perform- 
ance from Kendall Chain Lube. Ken- 
dall CML-260 is outstanding for spot 
lubrication, loosening tough nuts, 
and removing moisture from your 
electrical system. 


Do Your 
Engine a Favor... 


3 
KENDALL 


MOTOR OILS 





KENDALL REFINING COMPANY, 
Division of Witco Chemical Corporation 
Bradford, Penna. 16701. 

CIRCLE NO. 44 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 
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B Automatic transmission 

Ш 340cc Sachs engine Ш Mag wheels 

B Hydraulic disc brakes B Betor fork 

E Gold medal winner 350 Class, Berk- 
shire International Two-DaysTrial 1972 


E As featured in cover story April 73 
Cycle Magazine 


Dealerships available. Reply on your letterhead. 


ROKON, INC. 
Engineering and Manufacturing 
Dept. C 160 Emerald St. 


Keene, New Hampshire 03431 U.S.A. 
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Saveon the TAX-F REE motor 
cycle of your choice. Save on 
clothing, helmets, cissy bars 
and all other accessories. 
Comerfords are No 1 in 
Europe for all Personal 
Export deals. 
Post the coupon TODAY and 
receive, by return, full details 
of the Comerford service, spares, 
clothing, accessories and 
insurance — and unbeatable 
rates. A deal with Comerfords 
could save you more than 
your air fare. 


To: Comerfords, Oxford House, 
Portsmouth Road, Thames Ditton, Surrey | 
LONDON, England I 


Please send me full details of the Comerford Personal 
Export Service 


Name 


Address 








City. 





State 
Zip 


comerfords 
of London, England 
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ers talk to one another. So why not have 
one master computer where all the names, 
addresses, and zip codes from all the indi- 
vidual distributors’ computers can be 
stored? This would be a tremendous 
source, not only of registered motorcycles 
but of non-licensed, off-road motorcycles. 
A second source is the membership list of 
the AMA. Another is the subscription lists 
of the motorcycle magazines.” 

A list such as described would not only 
be of great political value, but also of great 
commercial value. Naturally a distributor 
would be very reluctant to give the names 
of all his customers to anyone unless he 
could be very sure that it wouldn't fall into 
the hands of his competition. Al feels that 
the logical agency for compiling and 
guarding such a list is the Motorcycle In- 
dustry Council (MIC). And of course if the 
list were to be to the political advantage of 
motorcyclists, the motorcycle industry 
would also reap great benefits. For in- 
stance, they might be able to sell motorcy- 
cles in the United States five years from 
now, which they won't be able to do if leg- 
islation and land closure continue on their 
present course. 

There are several possible safeguards 
that can be instituted to protect the list 
from exploitation. To minimize the com- 
mercial value of the list, only the name, 
address, and zip code should appear on the 
list. There should be no indication of the 
brand of motorcycle the person owns, or 
even whether it is a dirt machine or a street 
machine. 

When an association wishes to make use 
of some portion of the list, it should, 
through its local MIC representative, re- 
quest that portion of the list for the area in 
which it is working by zip code. The local 
representative would forward the request 
and vouch for the authenticity of the asso- 
ciation making the request. The computer 
would then print out, on sticky-back la- 
bels, one set of names which would be sent 
to the local MIC representative. He would 
take the labels to the place where the mail- 
ing was to be done, and he would remain 
there until the mailing was finished to 
guard against the possibility of someone 
making copies of the sticky-back labels. 

A list of all the motorcycle owners in the 
United States would probably exceed six 
million names, so punch cards such as the 
San Mateo group used would be impracti- 
cal. Instead the information would be 
stored on disc packs which could be kept 
by the MIC and brought to whatever com- 
puter they were using. Al estimates the 
time required to print out all the names in 
California would be only three computer 
hours. The current cost of computer time 
is about $60 per hour, so if this list existed, 
it would be quite feasible for a fairly small 
group to alter the outcome of a state-wide 
election. 

“Computers are magic! For you or me to 
pay for this project would be unreasonable. 
ГІІ ask myself a question: why should the 
MIC take on the expenditure of compiling 
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DISCOUNT CATALOG 


SAVE 
YOURSELF! 
on yourSGOOT 


1000'S oF accessory ITEMS 
OVER 100 PACKED PAGES 
ABSOLUTELY LOWEST PRICES 


SEND $2.00--- REFUNDABLE 


CC, CYCLE DISCOUNT COMPANY 


P. O. BOX 116 
ROHRERSTOWN. PENNSYLVANIA 17571 
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Quality Custom and Competition Motorcycle Equipment 
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and computerizing this list, which could 
cost as much as $100,000? The answer is 
that if this list will prevent legislation that 
limits motorcycle and accessory sales one 
per cent, the list will have been paid for 
many times over. You have to remember 
one other thing too. If a list like this exist- 
ed and was used once to demonstrate our 
capability, we feel it probably wouldn't 
have to be used again. Just the very exis- 
tence of the list would be very advanta- 
geous politically.” 

Is the method advocated by Al Bygdnes 
and the San Mateo Association as effective 
as they seem to believe? The record is pret- 
ty impressive. In the three years they have 
been operating they have been instrumen- 
tal in electing five officials: one state sena- 
tor, two state assemblymen, and two coun- 
ty supervisors. Most were candidates who 
were given little chance of winning. 

Their campaign for Senator Arlen Gre- 
gorio and its results are the most interest- 
ing of the five. Carl Britschgi was an as- 
semblyman with a 12-year record. He and 
Gregorio, who had never held public of- 
fice, were running for the same vacant sen- 
ate seat. Britschgi was considered unbeata- 
ble, and he was predicted to be a landslide 
winner. Since he was by far the more viable 
candidate, the San Mateo Association ac- 
tually wanted to support him, in spite of 
the fact that he had authored and support- 
ed several obnoxious laws in the recent 
past. They went to him and asked his posi- 
tion on motorcycles and what he could do 
to help them. 

“Mr. Britschgi indicated to us that our 
problem would probably take a large 
amount of studying. He also indicated that 
he would be willing, possibly, to head up a 
study committee, but that we shouldn’t ex- 
pect any results or any output from this 
group for at least eight years. And by that 
time he would no longer be running for 
public office.” 

Gregorio’s commitment to the motorcy- 
clists was nothing to inspire cheering in the 
streets, and Al emphasizes that there is a 
definite limit to what an honest politician 
will promise you. 

“We went to him, four of us, met with 
Arlen Gregorio, and we presented the fact 
that we were being ignored as motorcy- 
clists, as recreational motorcyclists, and we 
felt that something should be done, not 
only at the county level but also at the 
state level.” 

“Gregorio’s response was, ‘I want you to 
clearly understand that even though I ride 
a motorcycle, I object to the noise problem 
and I don’t feel that motorcyclists should 
run everyplace and anyplace they feel they 
want to.’ He then went on to say that if 
elected, his office would be open to us as 
motorcyclists, and that he felt he could 
have an open mind toward motorcycling. 
He also felt that the situation with respect 
to the recreational motorcyclist was at the 
present time unfair and that as a matter of 
equity to motorcyclists and in the interest 
of the general public that motorcycle facili- 
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ties—with controls—would be of benefit to 
everybody in the state." 

Britschgi, with his 12-year record, had 
the support of every newspaper in the 
county. San Mateo County had never 
elected a Democratic state senator before. 
Gregorio's chances seemed to lie between 
slim and non-existent. But he won anyway. 
And he kept his word. Here are some ex- 
cerpts from Gregorio's 1972 report to the 
people: “The intent of my bill, SB 508, was 
to provide off-road riding areas to those 
responsible motorcyclists that presently do 
not have a suitable area in which to enjoy 
their recreation . . . I plan to reintroduce 
those sections of the bill which set aside 
the off-road motorcyclists' fair share of gas 
tax revenues so that the money may be 
used to purchase and maintain those ac- 
ceptable riding areas which the study re- 
veals." The first part of his bill failed, but 
the second part, after much effort on his 
part, was passed. This establishes a fund 
for off-road areas, a vital first step in secur- 
ing areas. 

San Mateo County now has two of five 
County Supervisors who, at least in part 
owe their election to motorcyclists. The cy- 
clists will probably have to elect one more 
before much of significance happens within 
the county. But Al has been promised an 
appointment to the Parks Commission. 

“You know, you're selling motorcycling. 
You're selling the motorcyclist’s vote, and 
when you sell something you want to get 
the best dollar return, the best deal you can 
get. And that’s how we pick our candi- 
dates. . . but you must realize, those peo- 
ple are never going to make a commitment 
and if they do, you've got the wrong man. 
What you want is a door that's open and 
an open mind. And then by God, it's your 
job to get in there and pitch and sell. We're 
never going to get 100 per cent of what we 
want for bike riders, and I think rightly so. 
But by God the horsemen and the Sierra 
Club aren't going to get 100 per cent of 
what they want from our guy either!" 

A purely pragmatic, logical, single inter- 
est, cookbook approach to politics. It 
works. If you don't believe it, go ask the 
Sierra Club. e 


KEN SWEENY 


KONI 


makes it big! 
[HONDA | 


YAMAHA 








aan 
ЖЖЖЖ 


HARLEY- DAVIDSON 









At the National 
Road Races, Enduros, 

Dirt Tracks, Moto-Cross, 
as well as the nation's 
turnpikes and cow-trails! 


KONI hydraulically adjustable shocks 
are engineered to replace standard 
units when improved road-holding, 
cornering and handling are desired. 


Enjoy cat-like traction, on and off-the- 
road, with “bolt-on” KONI shocks. 
KONIs give you that extra control, 
stability and comfort at any speed 
over all types of terrain. Only KONI's 
competition tested and proven shocks 
offer a patented adjusting feature, in 
addition to spring pre-load, that per- 
mits the owner of any type of bike a 
“customized” ride. 


For information write 
Box 500, Mt. Pocono, Pa. 18344 





For FREE descriptive KONI brochure, 
application chart and price list, write: 


BIKONI LIMITED 


150 Green Street, Hackensack, New Jersey 07601 
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INTERVIEWER'S NOTE: 


Fifteen-year-old Jackie Irons is a sea- 
soned racer who knows how to win 
the big ones, like the World Mini- 
cycle Grand Prix. We asked Jackie 
to spend two and a half days with 
us at Escape Country, California, to 
put our Chaparral sportcycles through 
some grueling trail, hill climb and 
motocross tests. The following is an 
interview of how Chaparral stood up 
to the tests of a World Champion. 


Q. Jackie, how long have you been 
riding bikes? 


A. About eight years. 





that caught hell 
- year-old world champ. 


Q. When did yov start to run in 
competition? 


A. Oh, about when 1 was twelve 
in minibike races. 


Q. How does the Chaparral com- 
pare to what you've been racing? 


A. Better. 
Q. How is it better? 


A. irs built sturdier — quicker — 
handles better. 


Q. What makes Chaparral handle 
so good? 


A. All the weight's at the bottom. 
And everything's right in the middle 
where it's supposed to be. 


Q. How's the weight distribution? 


A. Good. Just perfect in the front. 
Doesn't come up all the time but 
comes up when you want it to. 


Q. How are the gear ratios? 


A. i s set up for the street or the 
trail. And it's just perfect the way it 
is. Like 1st gear will climb any of 
the hills around here. 


Q. You've gone through a lot of 
berms out there. What did the Chap- 


arral have to get you through them? 


A. Power. 


Q. Do you think there's a big dif- 
ference between a lot of power and 
a lot of bike? 


А. Yes... like some people who 
build minicycles build them with a 
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lot of power but they don't handle 
or do anything right. 


О suse ке ек goed 
for a beginner? 


A. Yea. ..the weight distribution 
and handling will keep them out of 
trouble. 


Q. Can you bottom out a Chap- 
arral? 


А. Just the back shocks. But that's 
in motorcross racing. The average 
person wouldn't ride it that hard. 


Q. How are the front forks of the 
Chaparral 1002 


A. | couldn't bottom them out. 


Q. Did you try? 


A. | did a wheelie and jumped on 
it really hard and smashed it in the 
ground and it wouldn't do anything. 
Then | hit a couple of these big rocks 
and gullies and it still wouldn't bot- 
tom out. 


Q. Would you recommend it? 
A. Yes. It would be a good bike 
to goof around on and race... it's 


built sturdy... looks good and it's 
fast. And it's got the power. 


Q. Would you race the Chaparral 
1002 
A. Yes. It can win. 


—— = 
For further information write: Chaparral 


sportscycles e snowmobiles • bicycles 


Chaparral, Division of Armco Recreational Products, Inc. 
5995 North Washington Street, Denver, Colorado 80216 
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KNOW YOUR BIKE 


inside and out 


Know how to tune it... to fix it. . . to rebuild 
it yourself. The TOTAL SERVICE MANUAL for 
your bike will show you how to do everything 
from a minor adjustment to a major overhaul. 


3726 BMW all model 50, 60, 69, 7555-72 
3727 BRIDGESTONE—inc 50, 60, 90 & 125 
3725 BSA all inc 250, 350 & 500—to 68 
9603 BSA 2-cyl —650cc—63-72 

9650 BULTACO—all 125-250cc models 


3728 DUCATI—covers 160, 250 & 350cc models $4.00 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON 1-cyl—all models—47-72 .. .$6.95 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON 2-cyl—all models—55-72 ... 
HODAKA—90 & 100cc—64-72 

HONDA 50-90cc all inc Mini & Trail—63-71 . 

HONDA 1-cyl—100-250cc—70-72 

HONDA 2-cyl—125-350cc—64-72 

HONDA 2-cyl—250-305cc—Scrambler 

HONDA 450—all models—65-72 

HONDA 4-cyl—350 & 500cc—72 

HONDA 750—all models—69-71 


HUSQVARNA 125-450cc—66-72 


KAWASAKI 1-cyi—90-350cc—66-72 
KAWASAKI 2-cyl—250 & 350cc—66-71 
KAWASAKI 3-cyl—350, 500, 750сс—69-72 


MONTESA—123-360cc—65-72 
NORTON—inc Atlas, Scrambler, Electra 


OSSA 1-cyl—125-250cc—71-72 


3790 SUZUKI 1-cyl—50-400cc—64-72 
SUZUKI 2-cyl—125-500cc—64-72 
SUZUKI 3-cyl—380, 550, 750cc—71-72 


TRIUMPH 150, 200. 350, 500, 650cc—46-62 . 
TRIUMPH 2-cyl—500 & 650cc—63-71 


YAMAHA 1-cyl—all 50-73cc—63-71 
YAMAHA 1-су! Enduro—90-360cc—68-72 
YAMAHA 2-cy|—90-350cc—65-72 - 
YAMAHA XS1, XS1B, XS2, TX650 

BASIC REPAIR GUIDES 


BSA B & М models—343, 348, 499cc—55-67 .. .$2.95 
BSA TWINS—500 & 650cc—1948-62 $2.95 
HONDA TWINS—160, 175, 250, 305, 450—to 68.$2.95 
LAMBRETTA Motorscooter—all models—57-70 . ie 95 
MATCHLESS—all 350, 500cc singles—55-66 . 

9537 NORTON DOMINATOR TWINS—55-65 

9535 ROYAL ENFIELD—250, 350cc—1958-66 

9534 TRIUMPH TWINS—350, 500, 650cc—56-69 . 

9465 VESPA Motorscooter—GS & SS models—55-67. ‘$2. 95 


MISCELLANEOUS 

MOTORCYCLE CARBURETORS 

MOTORCYCLE ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS 

MOTORCYCLE TROUBLESHOOTING 

ITALIAN MOTORCYCLES—all makes imported . . .$5. 50 
9802 TWO-STROKE carburetion & ignition—how & why. $2.50 
3745 SPEED & HOW TO OBTAIN IT $2.95 
3743 RACING & TUNING PRODUCTION MOTORCYCLES. .$3.95 
9668 TUNING FOR PERFORMANCE—theory & practice. . $5.00 


9653 TRAIL BIKE—how to select, ride, maintain .... .$5.00 
9605 ENDURO—technique of X-country racing . . $5.50 
3746 HINTS & TIPS for motorcyclists $2.95 
9799 IMPROVING TWO-STROKE ENGINE PERFORMANCE. $3.95 
3738 ART OF MOTOCROSS—expert advice 
FREE service record book with every order. 
ADD 75e POSTAGE & HANDLING TO ALL ORDERS 


CARBOOKS.IN 2628 Atlantic Ave. 


* Brooklyn, N. Y. 11207 


Telephone orders (212) 342-0225 Б] 
L1 1 enclose full payment of 
INDICATE BY NUMBER THE BOOKS YOU WANT 


mE deed 


PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE NAME AND ADDRESS 








TRANSISTOR from page 89 


system draws three amps; the transistor ig- 
nition draws two amps. 

3. After running this system for 3,000 
miles under a variety of conditions, the 
timing remained unchanged. With point 
ignition on this bike, adjustment would 
have to be made about every 2,000 miles. 
Unless the stator and the rotor are re- 
moved for some reason, there is no possi- 
bility that the timing will need to be adjust- 
ed. Maintenance of the ignition system is 
reduced to cleaning and gapping the plugs 
and replacing them when necessary. While 
the initial cost of the transistor unit may 
seem high, it will soon pay for itself, espe- 
cially if the owner formerly had his bike 
tuned by a professional mechanic. 

The conclusion of this test was marked 
by an abrupt failure at about 3,500 miles. 
Since there is no way to test or repair the 
unit, it was returned to Boyer through the 
local dealer for repair. Within a week, a 
reply was received that the shielded lead 
from the stator had an opening in the insu- 
lation which shorted the system. Reported- 
ly, this occurred about where the lead 
passes through the timing case. This wear 
went unnoticed during the removal. The 
unit which failed was not returned. It 
would not be accurate to blame the system 
for this failure, although it is reported that 
heavier insulation is now being installed on 
this lead. 

There is probably an insufficient number 
of Boyer ignition systems in the United 
States to establish with any certainty the 
failure-rate of the units. Clearly, given the 
cost of the unit ($125 for the Trident sys- 
tem), consumers have every right to expect 
that failures are only infrequent quirks 
which will be quickly rectified by the man- 
ufacturer. 

In general, the Boyer Bransden Transis- 
tor Ignition System is superior in operation 
to the breaker-points system. Properly in- 
stalled, there is no apparent reason why it 
will not give the motorcycle owner satis- 
factory performance. Advantages include 
minimum maintenance, more accurate 
timing at high speeds, smoother accelera- 
tion in first gear and lower battery drain. 
The only disadvantage concerns getting 
immediate service in case of breakdown. 
The Boyer people report that if the elec- 
tronic components are going to fail, they 
will do so at once or at least within the first 
1,000 miles. This is generally true of solid 
state devices. After this interval, failure is 
rare but possible. Unlike the points system 
which can be adjusted and fixed by the 
owner or nearby cycle shop, this system 
must be returned to England for repair or 
replacement. At the present, the units are 
not in common supply in all parts of the 
country, nor do a significant number of 
dealers carry the units. The remote chance 
of failure on a long trip will lead to a delay 
of a week or more, unless the owner has a 
spare unit or can convert back to the 
points system. e 





UU: Europe's 
No.1 cycle shop 


If you're coming to Europe, 
save time and money at 
Europe's No.1 Cycle 
Shop. We'll give you friendly, 
helpful sales and service — 
and save you dollars. 


No.1 FOR GREATER 
CHOICE 

Because we buy in bigger 
- quantities and sell more 
cycles than the others, we can 
give you a bigger choice. 


NO. 1 FOR AFTER 
SALES SERVICE 


We're geared up to prepare 
and service your cycle 
(and its extras) quickly and 
efficiently. 
No.1 FOR HELPFUL 
ADVICE 
We've sold by Personal Export 
longer than our competitors, 
so we've learned by experience 
how to make your European 
tour easier and more 
enjoyable. Just write, and we'll show you 
why it's best to deal with No.1. 


ELITE MOTORS (TOOTING) LTD. 
844-965, Garratt Lane, Tooting Broadway 
London SW17 OLP, England. 

Telephone: 01-672 1200 (20 lines) 


Agents for: BSA Triumph Norton Honda 
Yamaha Suzuki BMW Rickman Kawasaki 















_ the newest ’'Tru-Tone 1“ 
muffler. It’s one of the 
‚ Quietest and best looking 
` exhaust systems available 
today. It’s made from 
heavy gauge tubing with 
computer controlled 
chrome plating that gives 
it sparkling eye appeal 
and top corrosion resis- 
tance. Fits most foreign 
` апа domestic motorcycles, 


Florida Cycle Supply 
Р. О. Box 5245, Jacksonville, Florida 32207 


(904) 733-3363 
See Your Local Deater 


MEMBER & Regional Ф) Distributor 
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Bultaco quietly 
introduces the 
Alpina for '73 


And that's 

F.X. Bulto, the 
father of the 
Bultaco, putting 
the newest 
Enduro bike 


through its tests. 293 
The 217 pound { 


Alpina is 
designed with 
geometrically 

perfect balance 
and steering, 
unequaled 
nimbleness and 
a smoothly 
powerful engine 
that produces 
maximum torque 
at a mere 4500 
rpm. Yet, one 
writer has called 
it "as quiet as a 
field mouse with 
a bad cough." 


Looking for an 
Enduro bike? 
Check out the 


entire Bultaco E 


Alpina line, (125, 
175, 250, 350). 
Consistent 
winners, without 
making a noise 
about it. 


EAST: P.O. Box 1065 
Schenectady, N.Y. 12301 
WEST: 2675 Scott Blvd. 
Santa Clara, Calif. 95050 
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Duncan Blake, and the | 
Mohair motorcycle. 


Duncan Blake is a custom tailor СӘ Somehow you know the guy who designed the engine 
Mens fine suits, atthree hundred bucks and up. | was sitting right next to the man who designed 
Duncan Blake is also a motorcycle enthusiast As the chassis? 
he sees it, one suit equals one From the standpoint of handling, sim- 
minibike. Three suits, one gu plicity, dependability, balance and speed, 
new street machine. Duncan Blake says the Yamaha 
& RD 350 “has just got to be the 
\ best street machine around" 














Overthe past three (QUE 
years, Duncans meticu- 





lous measurements M То saythe very least, 
have brought him twelve — a Duncan Blake is c^ 
motorcycles. А closetful of - EO happy with his A, 
clothes for a couple «= E) new RD 350, pop 






of Kawasakis, a 


Ў infact he tells fs ra 
Metralla, a Gilera. WC. 


у, 7 
us, now that hes | f ai 
» found out what A X, 9) E 


Herringbones for lg 
Hondas, TAKA, and Е a great motorcycle it is, hed gladly 
A few months ago, a customer ordered a partic- have made two mohair suits for it Or 
ularly fine suit of expensive imported English mohair, even three. 
with vest, a matching topcoat, and lining of Liberty silk. Each, he says,with an extra pair’ 


The bill just happened to be exactly the price ofa ^ of pants. 


ee 
Duncan Blake says the best suit he ever made : r AA R a 














bought him the best street motorcycle he ever owned. | Gimbingabiy ууулу л gdan 
“Very, very, quick; he says. "It took Minimum braking distance ....................... 46ft 931 mph 
{ 3 Ч Displacement оао 21.18си.їп. 
me two weeks justto get used to >: BO ORT 4mm 
Ор кун " Gompression Tatio: e ЫЫ veste ce EO 
the th rottle, thats how quick it IS. : we Maximur torque: : ; 2. x а R AAA mu 16 7000 rpm 
The RD 3501s put together like Eübricationsysiemz e$ уи р Autolube 
5 . % Starting Systems oasis vues e toe OA NAR Primary kick starter 
itwas made by a tailor и Transmissions е 6-speed gearbox 
Weight (net) o rers runs ere esu КЕСУ mae 315165. 


You get in it instead of 
getting on it. 






cus Type Б OR 2-stroke, Torque Induction? 
Parallel Twin 
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EVEN BETTE 
THAN IT LOO 


Way out there, miles and miles 
from anywhere, your motor 
singing in your ears, you really 
find out what touring is all 
about. It's just you and your 
machine, each counting on 
the other. 

That's when you learn to 
appreciate your Bates Fairing. 
The way it protects 
you from 
rocks and other 
hazards, the 
way it cuts through 
the wind. You're free 
and comfortable...able 
to stay in the saddle for 
hours and still arrive 
refreshed. 

Your Bates Fairing is also 
beautiful. The Fiberglass is laid- 
up by hand, carefully reinforced 
at stress points for just the right 
combination of strength and flexibility. 

Colors are hermetically sealed in with a high-gloss surface finish. 

The Plexiglas shield is a full 3/16" thick...tinted if you like. The headlight 
ring and front strip hiding the shield mount bolts are triple-chrome plated. 
And Bates Fairings are custom designed and fitted to each cycle — not a 

"universal catch-all" Mounting them is a job you can do alone, using simple 
hand tools. 

Cycle Mechanics said in a recent road test, "The styling is excellent. The 
sweeping curves and flawless finish complement the appearance of the bike 
... The Bates Fairing is a good dollar value and, in our opinion, it has more 
tasteful style" We couldn't say it better or agree more. 

Find outfor yourself by ordering your Bates Fairing now — they're available 
for most street and touring machines. 


Give make, model and year of cycle 


















































Fairing ()Primer-$64.50 (JBlack-$69.50 []White-$69.50  ( Metal Flake- $79.50 


If Metal Flake, specify color: О Вед Û Blue О Siver O Gold O Emerald 
О Apricot О Golden Orange O Antique Brown 


$5.00 extra 





Striping-Specify color or colors 
Specify Shield Color: O Clear Û Solar Green O Light Blue 
Height of rider, when standing 


Send 50% deposit with order to: Total 


ACCESSORY HOUSE вох 1770, LONG BEACH. CALIFORNIA 90801 


Name 





Street 





City State 





CJ Complete Bates Catalog available for $1.00. Enclosed free with order. G 
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MINT 400 Continued from page 67 


plagued with the bad luck Las Vegas so 
readily visits upon mankind. Here's what 
happened to the runners-up: 

Second place finishers Johnson and Laca 
rode the 35 miles between check 3 and 4 
on a flat rear tire and lost 4 minutes chang- 
ing it. Their chain came off three times and 
was finally replaced on the trail with a 
spare. Laca crashed once. 

Third place finishers Tom Smith and Je- 
rome Ruzicka lost a chain and Ruzicka 
crashed hard in a dust cloud. 

An incredible fourth place finish by 
Tom and Cordis Brooks on a 125 DKW 
came after an 8-minute stop during the 
second loop at check 3 to change the rear 
wheel and long pauses at every pit stop to 
tighten rear-wheel spokes. Tom said the 
bike would not pull sixth gear during the 
final half of the second loop. He rolled to a 
stop at the finish with a flat front tire. The 
performance of this DKW amidst bigger 
bikes on a big-bike speed course was easily 
the most impressive occurrence at the 
Mint—second to the riding of Tom and 
Cordis Brooks. 

But the winning Mr. Tibblin didn't have 
it so easy either. He admitted that the 95- 
mph Husky and the many spots on the 
course that invited full-throttle operation 
scared him more than a little: “The bike 
will go 95 which is scarey and I don't like 
it, but I do it anyway." 

That's what makes racers: the ability to 
overcome their own personal fears—some- 
times amounting to stark terror—which al- 
lows them to ride a motorcycle so fast that 
it makes you cringe. Tibblin's courage was 
rewarded with $6,600. © 
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Kawasaki 
cuts the enduro 
down to size. 


Introducing the Kawasaki 
MC-1 mini-size enduro. 

It's just the right size 
for a beginner. For a boy or 
girl. For a lady. For a sports- 
man. For an enthusiast. 

Thesize:a compact 68.1" 
long, 30.1" wide, 37.2" 
high on a 43.3" wheelbase. 

It's powered by 
Kawasaki's proven rotary 
valve engine. This 89cc unit 
develops 5.8 ft. lbs. of torque 
at 5,500 rpm. Pretty healthy 
for a small package. 

Power is transmitted by 
Kawasaki's smooth 5-speed 
gearbox. An important 
advantage, as most mini- 
bikes still only offer 
4-speed transmissions. 

The MC-1 weighs in at 
only 165 Ibs. And this gives 
it a very good power-to- 
weight ratio. 

Which leads us to 


climbing ability. T 
(ey M 





£x. 


The MC-1 can climb a 
29? slope—about 9? better 
than the nearest competitor. 

Braking is outstanding. 
At 22 mph this machine 
will come to a dead stop in 
just 21 feet. 

You can see for yourself 
that the MC-1 is built for the 
trail. It's also fully street 
legal—so it's probably going 
to get a lot of workouts 
between the house and the 
hardware store. And the 
beauty parlor. And the Little 
League park. 

If you're looking for a 
big performer in a small 
package, look up your 
Kawasaki dealer in the 
Yellow Pages. 

Then come on in and 
size up the MC-1, the 
A newest mini-enduro. 








Kawasaki MC-1 90 
Engine type: 

2-stroke, single cylinder, 
rotary disc valve 
Displacement: 89cc 

Bore & stroke: 1.85” x 2.04” 
Ignition system: Magneto 
Max. torque: 

5.8 ft. lbs. /5500 rpm 
Climbing ability: 29? 
Transmission: 

5 speed/1-N-2-3-4-5 

Tire size: front 2.50 x 16; 
rear 2.75 x 14 

Overall length: 68.1 in. 
Overall width: 30.1 in. 
Overall height: 37.2 in. 
Wheelbase: 43.3 in. 
Ground clearance: 6.3 in. 
Weight: 165 Ibs. 
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7 Come out ahead s 
on a Kawasaki. 










Slim Licklider оп his third dry run in the Mojave Deseltt 
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Slim Licklider is a school teacher, ТООТУП ipe 
country western singer, ski instructor, forty-seven, mostly bald, 
and at least partly crazy. 

This summer, Slim will take a trip that for most people 
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qmm were Асана 2500 or 360 Enduro. When | insisted on 
street, they said | might, just might, make it on a Yamaha TX650, 
if anything. But they asked me to pardon them if they 

didnt watch. 


would be a nightmare. For 
Slim, its a dream of thirty ALIEN | 

years. А nine thousand mile ТЕЗТАР Т LLG 
motorcycle ride across BEYOND THIS POINT REQUIRE SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS 


Australia. In two months. 


“Sure, the bikes heavy. But for all the road | have 
to travel, it's also comfortable. And it's fast: | dont 
want to be run over by a herd of kangaroos, or be 
eaten by dingo dogs, or whatever it is they have 
down there. No one has ever made a better engine 
than a 650 twin. It's tough. It’s simple. It's сео 
able. And its a Yamaha? 

Well, good luck, Slim and bon voyage. 


is paved. But there are gaps. 
From what Slim has been able to learn, these gaps are filled 
with large holes which in turn are filled with snakes, dust, croc- 
odiles, swamps, dingo dogs and travelers who failed to make 

it to the other side. 

Logically, there are only a few choices for transport across 
the Never Never and the Nullabor Plain. Ideally, a tank, with air 
conditioning. In desperation, a camel, a mule, or an Enduro. 
But never, never, a street motorcycle. 

Slim's making his trip on a Yamaha TX 650. A street 
motorcycle. 

“No ones ever done it before’ Slim says, on any.motor- 
cycle, much less a street bike. Thats why I'm going to try.” 

7 "When | asked other riders, at first they told me the only 








Alone. FOR ADVICE BEFORE DEPARTURE 
FTU) Я ы . ENSURE THAT EXTRA RATIONS, WATER 2 FUEL CARRIED 15 
Slims trip will take (2) ADEQUATE TO ALLOW FOR DELAYS (THERE ARE NO REFUELING 
him from Sydney to Perth — FACILITIES FOR APPROX. OVER 300 MILES ON THE BIRDSVILLE TRACK) 
to Darwin and back again. КЫЗ 
For the most part, the road бй hs 


Typical Australian road sign 


Wed go along if we could, but you know how 
it is. Were too old. Or too young. 

We havent got the time, or the money, and 
besides, we have to work. You do it for the rest of us, Slim. 
Were with you. All the way. 










Maximum speed range 115 mph plus 
Climbing ability ле cr SD NIS NAE a 26 degrees 
Minimum braking distance ....................... 46 ft @31 mph 

VDE M DAMM tir en oe am ate 4-stroke, SOHC, parallel twin 




















Displacement zoo sace RO К is say IY 3985 cu. in. 

Bore &stroke ................ 75x74 mm 
Compression ratio... 7: «s. oos t н 8.41 

Maximum torque 40.1 ft-lb @ 6,000 rpm 
корпсанов: зуе a me RT EROS Wet sump trochoid pump 
Starting System. «sis ise ee ROI Electric & kick start 
Transmission ........ METTE MESES Ge UR ES 5-speed gearbox 

Weight (neD......... apd. ................. 439 Ibs. 









Specifications subject to change without notice. 





$om , 
you'll own a Yamaha. 





IN FACE SHIELDS 
ONE NAME 
STANDS OUT 
ABOVE 
ALLTHE 
REST! 









Compare a 
Paulson with any 
other shield. The clarity 
and quality of the Paulson will 
stand out every time. If you want 
the best — insist on a Paulson! 


wv. 


Vista Visor 
and Shield 






Bubble Shield 


Comp Shield 


PAULSON 


MANUFACTURING CORP. 


FALLBROOK, CALIF. 92028 
122 










CLUBS Continued from page 62 


pre-war model or even an early post-war 
vertical twin. 

Now that many Triumph enthusiasts are 
restoring older models, the club should 
emerge as a more prominent feature of the 
American Triumph scene. 

Velocette Owners Club: One of the most 
sporting one-make clubs is the Velocette 
Owners Club—a group that loves to race 
their old overhead camshaft singles which 
brilliantly represent the classic years of 
motorcycle roadracing. The Velo Club is 
concerned solely with past models now 
that production has ceased, but this in- 
cludes everything from the early two- 
strokes to the 1970 pushrod singles. 

Formed in 1957, the club now has 925 
members dotting the world. There are 37 
members in the U.S. plus several more in 
Canada. The club magazine is named Fish- 
tail, which comes from the shape of the old 
Velocette Brooklands-type muffler. There 
are many photographs of bikes, events, and 
races around the world, plus a large sec- 
tion for advertisements. The magazine also 
regularly includes articles on building rac- 
ing bikes, restoring, and rallying. And ev- 
ery year, the magazine publishes a roster of 
all overseas members. 

Vincent H.R.D. Owners Club: The Vin- 
cent Club is one of the most pretigious and 
best organized clubs in the world. The ob- 
jects of their affection are the fabulous 
1000cc V-twins and 500cc singles. 

The VOC was formed in 1948 and now 
has nearly 2,000 members—100 of whom 
reside in America and 30 in Canada. The 
club has a full slate of officers and workers, 
including a librarian, technical service offi- 
cer, parts controller, sports secretary, etc. 
There are many benefits to membership in 
the Vincent H.R.D. club, such as technical 
help, parts, machine and jacket badges, 
and photographs. 

MPH, the club magazine, is brilliant. 
There are many fine photographs, techni- 
cal and historical articles, chapter reports, 
and the usual advertisements. The maga- 
zine also carries a full page listing of all 
goodies which are available, such as sever- 
al machine badges, key fobs, many books, 
clothing, Isle of Man and club rally 
plaques, and decals. 

The club trends towards performance, 
with many members involved in vintage 
racing, speed trials, and hill climbs, though 
other club members enjoy concours dis- 
plays at rallies and shows. 


The following is a list of relevant clubs 
and their addresses: 


Vintage Motor Cycle Club 

28 Glover Road 

Pinner, HA 5 1 LG 

Middlesex, England 

Ernie Biddle 

Antique Motorcycle Club of America 
Lake Avenue 

Harrisonville, New Jersey 08039 


Classic and Antique Motorcycle 
Association 

808 S. Church St. 

Visalia, California 93277 


AJS & Matchless Owners Club 
19 Westbourne House 

Farcroft Avenue 

Handsworth 

Birmingham B21 8AA, England 


Ariel Owners Motor Cycle Club 
14 Aylesbury Road 

Wendover 

Bucks., England 


BMW Owners of America 
Box 74 
Newark, California 94560 


Vintage BMW Motorcycle Owners Ltd. 


104 Ash St. 
Madison, Wisconsin 53705 


Brough Superior Club 
402 Beatty House 
Dolphin Square 
Pimlico 

London S.W.1, England 


BSA Owners Motor Cycle Club 
Barry Palmer 

Pollysville 

24 Kingsdown Caravan Park 
Swindon, Wilts., England 


Indian Motorcycle Club of America 
President: Bob Stark 

Box 5002 

Anaheim, California 


All American Indian Motorcycle Club 


Wally Komody, President 
1725 Glovolly-Avon 
Rochester, Michigan 


Indian Four-Cylinder Club, Inc. 
Treasurer: Caspar Barnes 

Gen. Delivery 

Grand Rapids, Ohio 


Norton Owners Club 
4] Stanbourne Way 
London S.E. 19 England 


Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club 
4 Dalkeith Road 

West Dulwich 

London S.E. 21, England 


Scott Owners Club 
25 Beeleigh Cross 
Basildon, Essex 
England 


Velocette Owners Club 
128 Miller Way 
Brampton 
Huntingdon, England 


Vincent H.R.D. Owners Club 
102 A Doddinghurst Road 
Brentwood 

Essex, England 
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NIGHTMARE Continued from page 70 


around, and as it was getting dark again I 
headed for it—possibly someone would be 
there. The rain was picking up and it 
seemed my only chance. I called out for 
help and received no answer except the 
echo of my plea. My voice was faint and 
my throat was sore. Again I yelled. Noth- 
ing. I tried once more and put all the ener- 
gy I could muster into it. 

I heard a dog bark and saw him come 
from the back of the building. He was 
looking at me and barking protectively. I 
yelled again. The dog became more persist- 
ent. A figure appeared from behind the 
door. It stepped out and faced my way. I 
stood up and made as much noise as I 
could while waving my arms. 

“Ts anyone over there?" a female voice 
inquired. 

* Me, over here," I answered. 

“T can't see you, but stay there and my 
husband will come over and get you," she 
said leaving. 

I sat back very relieved. In a few min- 
utes I could see a man in a boat heading 
towards me. I couldn't even get up to walk 
down to the shore and he had to help me. 
The next thing I remember was that I was 
stripped of all my clothing, wrapped in a 
blanket and in front of a warm fire. They 
called the sheriff who told them that a 
search party was out looking for me. He 
also said he would bring my wife to their 
cabin. In about an hour and a half I was on 
my way to Lakeport Hospital. 

I wasn't the only one that had troubles. 
Over 600 riders spent the night out in the 
wilderness, one with a broken leg. Most of 
them stayed at the mud hole and got out in 
the morning. Some did as we, but took the 
correct turn at the lake, and were out on a 
road in three miles. It was just a matter of 
taking the proper turn at the lake. Or stay- 
ing put in the first place. 

The bikes left behind, and most were, 
were flown out by helicopter. There was no 
other apparent way to get the bikes out. 
Some bikes which had been stranded got 
out of the wilderness, although not on a 
helicopter fly-out. Some bikes, and I don't 
know how, were even stolen. The bikes 
which were caught in the river bed, sunk 
out of sight, never to be found. 

The sponsoring club was going to cancel 
the enduro, but they felt that they would 
not be able to notify out-of-state entries in 
time. The club was criticized for their ac- 
tions in allowing the race to begin. Out of 
1,600 riders only 78 managed to complete 
the entire course. 

As for me, I lost 30 pounds and received 
many bruises. My blood pressure was 180 
over 0 when I arrived at the hospital. The 
doctor said that in my condition I never 
would have made it out alone. 

My deepest thanks to the people who 
helped me. I don't even know your names, 
but you saved my life. e 
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'ature, write Minolta 
ration 200 Park Avenue 
York, New York 10003. 


| Anglo- = 
inolta 


When identified by a factory-sealed “М” tag, Minolta 35mm refler cameras are warranted by Minolta 
Corporation against defects in workmanship and materials for two years from date of purchase, ex- 
cluding user-injlicted damage. The camera will be serviced at no charge provided it is returned within the 
warranty period, postpaid, securely packaged and including $2.00 for mailing, handling and insurance. 
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[| Here's my $4.95. 


Please rush my copy of 


"THE ART OF CUSTOM PAINTING" 


and my FREE Color Cards! 


Name 

Address 

City ————————————————— 
a aa 
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IN Metalflake 


BOX 950 
AE Haverhill, Massachusetts 01830 
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The most complete customizing book ever assembled is now available for the 
first time! This is the classic book that will set the pace for the entire custom- 
painting field. 

All the spectacular effects you’ve admired on show bikes and cars are explained 
in detail in this big 812" x 11” book. Step-by-step instructions, which are easily 
understood, tell you everything you need to know about Equipment, Taping & 
Masking, Special Effects and Finishing. 


You’ll learn how to use Candies, Pearls, Vreeble £, Metalflake, Glowble® and all the 
other exotic custom finishes. The Special Effects section highlights such tech- 
niques as: Lace Painting, Flames and Scallops, Freak Drops, Cobwebbing, Fish 
Scaling, Hand Painting and Striping, and much, much more. Take a good look at 
your own bike or car, wouldn’t a little Custom Painting be just the thing to make 
it the center of attention? All the professional custom-painting techniques are 
explained in detail, with plenty of room for you to experiment with your own 
designs if you like. 

The Art of Custom Painting is written by Carl Caiati, nationally known custom 
writer. This book has been years in the making and can now be yours for $4.95. 
Also included, absolutely FREE, are 6 spectacular Color Cards showing Candy 
Apple®, Glowble®, Flip-Flop Pearle, Vreeble®, Spindrift®, Metal Flake and 
Star-Pearle. An $8.95 value for only $4.95 in this advance sale! If you've ever 
really wanted to learn Custom Painting you owe it to yourself to get this book. 
Simply fill in the attached coupon and mail it today. 


e Analysis and Description of Paints e Equipment — Spray Guns, Airbrushes, 
Spray Cans and how to use them. • Taping and Masking • Painting with Candies, 


Pearls, Metalflake, Vreeble ®, etc. • Fantastic Special Effects and how to do ’em. 
Op-Art Paneling • Final Finishing & Trouble Shooting • And MORE! 
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OSSA Continued from page 42 


Back out on the dirt that same 32% de- 
grees of fork angle makes a fire-roading fool 
of the SDR. It doesn't like to slide, so to 
ride fast you lean, and lean and lean. The 
front tire will be the first to go, but somehow 
it just hops a couple inches and stays 
upright. A more forgiving motorcycle would 


be hard to describe. Geometry is set up for 
eastern-type enduros where the understeer 
helps maintain speed and stability in mud. 
An excellent seating position (on a narrow 
seat) results in a comfortable feeling for the 
motorcycle from the start. 

To stand back and look at the SDR is 
sheer delight. No half-way styling efforts 
here, even if the Stiletto fiberglass did just 
happen to fit the Pioneer and make it look 
great at the same time. You start finding the 
half-way designs and neglected details be- 
neath the surface of the white-hot styling. 
For instance, there are no wires connected to 
the red kill button on the switch block. This 
is because the electronic ignition puts out 
sufficient voltage to short through the inade- 
quate switch and liven up the handlebars. 
The reason the switch is inadequate is be- 
cause it's ten years old. The reason a better 
switch is not substituted is because the head 
is drilled for a compression release which 
you can buy, and install and use instead. 
You can also buy and install a spark arres- 
ter. You'll have to adapt a spring to the pegs 
to prevent them from remaining at 90 degrees 
every time you brush a bush with your foot 
down. But the best example of a half-way 
measure by OSSA is the excellent way they 
route the front brake cable, tucked next to the 
inside rear of the left fork leg and held in 
place by the neatest little combination dust- 
cover clamp/cable retainer you ever saw. 
Fantastic. A protruding branch would never 
hook the cable and rip it off. Yet less than 
six inches away, on the right side, the 
speedometer cable flops in the breeze like 
some sort of immense апа frantic 
earthworm—already to be caught up and torn 
from its speedometer by any branch in the 
adjacent vicinity. 

These smaller criticisms bring us full cir- 
cle to a point made at the beginning of this 
test. OSSA provides you with a superb mo- 
tor in an excellent frame, delights you with 
flawless forks, stupifies you with terrible 
shocks—and with minor exceptions leaves 
the details to you. If you have the ability, 
time and money to sort out the details, you 
will have one whingding of an off-road 
motorcycle—one which might even win a 
Gold Medal at the ISDT. But as it comes out 
of the crate, the Six Day Replica is a half ef- 
fort, and should more appropriately be called 
the Three Day Replica. @ 
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Match the symbol to your kind of riding 


at your Honda dealership. 





Dirt Bikes 


208 


Trail Bikes 


Co fk 


Minibikes 


Hondaline 





On/Off Road Bikes 





Road Bikes 


For 1973, more than ever before, 


Honda has it all! 


©1973 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 
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WHY IT'S HOT 

Unaware to the average 
cycle rider, high speeds 
and hard driving can 
result in dangerously 
high oil temperatures, 
thus impairing per- 
formance. Other con- 
sequences of hot engine 
oil include: seal and 
gasket failure, increased 
wear on the bearings, 
pistons, crankshaft and 
valves, and emission 
pollution. 





THERMO-CHEM CORP 


P.0. BOX 45504 / TULSA, OKLAHOMA 74145 
(918) 663-5151 


HOW IT'S COOLED 
CYCLE COOLERS* reduce 
high oil temperatures 
with a highly advanced 
engine oil cooling system 
that prevents oil break- 
downs and costly repairs. 
Whether you ride for fun 
or profit, your bike needs 
THERMO-CHEM'S CYCLE 
COOLERS* See your 
nearest Thermo-Chem 
dealer or write for a 
catalog. 


*T.M. applied for 
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Why settle for a chain? In every way, a 
shaft is better. 

Which is why the Bavarian Motor Works 
has been building motorcycles with shaft- 
drive for half a century. It's one of the many 
reasons our BMW's have set over 200 World 
Records and won more than 2,000 Gold 
Medals. 

But let's be specific. First off, a shaft is 
not only the most efficient way to deliver 
power from the engine to the rear wheel, but 
it's also more reliable. For example, the chain 
on an ordinary motorcycle needs constant 
adjustment. Because every vertical movement 
of the rear wheel stretches and slackens it. 


7 
bs 





Not so a shaft. With its internally splined 
coupling, our shaft is so ingeniously construct- 
ed that it can vary its length to adapt itself 
tothe rear wheel movement, never losing 
its snug fit. No reason to tinker with it, ever. 

What's more, chains can break. And they 
usually do it when you're miles from the 
nearest repair shop. 

BMW's shaft, on the other hand, is prac- 
tically indestructible. To take the immense 
power output, it's forged in one piece of high- 
tensile steel. It'll last the life of yur BMW. 

The BMW drive-shaft is also clean. It 
won't stripe you with oil the way a chain will. 
That's because BMW's shaft is fully enclosed 
inside the right rear swing arm, away from 
grit, dirt and corrosion. 


And our drive-shaft is silent. Turns noiseless- 


ly in an oil bath. One of the reasons why BMW 
is the quietest motorcycle anywhere. 


ou should 
e shaft. 


But the shaft isn't all we've got. It's just 
one example of the uncompromising quality 
that makes BMWa better machine. 

What else? Take our unique engine 
layout, with its horizontally-opposed twin 
cylinders. It's the ideal configuration for 
shaft-drive. The heads are out in the wind 
for maximal cooling as you ride. 

And their low position on the engine 
affords better balance by putting the bike's 
c.g. way down. Add that to the fact that 
BMWis one of the lightest of all superbikes, 
and you know why BMW handles better 
than any of them. On the open road or in 
Slow city traffic. 

Another point. Since our cylinders face 
one another and the pistons move simulta- 
neously in opposite directions, both in and 
then both out, the force that causes vibra- 
tions is minimized. Which not only means 
longer engine life, but also lets you ride 
longer without getting tired. 

What does all this add up to? Just the 
best motorcycle in the whole wide world. 

Want to know more? Go see your nearest 
BMW dealer and ask him about BMW. Better 
yet, take a ride. You'll see why, when it comes 
to motorcycles, it’s great to get the shaft. 


Free: Write for full color 8-page catalog No. CC6 
Butler & Smith, Inc. Sole U.S. Importer. East: Box H, 
Norwood, N.J. 07648. West: 135 East Stanley 
Street, Compton, California 90220. Canada: BMW 
Motorcycle Distributors, Willowdale (Toronto), Ont. 


Bavarian Motor Works 


50 years of building the world's finest motorcycles. 


cgi) 
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DELUXE 


GAZINE 
M CASES 


The ideal way to save your valuable copies, keep 
them well protected and make it easy for you to 
refer to any issue at any time. Both decorative and 
attractive enough to enhance the decor of any room, 
each case holds a full year’s copies. Constructed of 
reinforced fiberboard, these durable cases are 
covered in a rich-textured leatherette. The gold 
embossed back adds to its elegance and makes 
each case a welcome addition to your bookshelf 
or cabinet. 

Magazine cases are available for any of your 


SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER 
INSIST ON QUALITY 


DISTRIBUTORS AND DEALERS CONTACT: 
15107 South Main Street Gardena, California 90248 


HAS 
Т 
LL... 


EA 
0۸ 
FOR THE LONG 


DISTANCE TRAVELER 
AND THE COMMUTER! 





The famous square tube 
CYCL' RAX ... 

Custom Wedge BACK 
REST, quality for less 
than $30.00 ... 

CYCLE LUGGAGE, 
easy to carry duffles in 
three sizes ... 

BUDDY SEAT, carry a 
passenger on any luggage 
rack ... 

Bolt on BACK REST ... 
The SOLO POWCH, a 
zippered carrying pocket 
for your back rest ... 
SISSY BARS ... 
SAFETY BARS... 

and more. 


favorite magazines. They're only $4.50 each, 3 for 

$12.50, in any combination of titles ordered. Add 

50c per case for postage and handling. Outside 

U.S.A. add $1.00 per case ordered. 

CHARGE YOUR AMERICAN EXPRESS 
OR BANKAMERICARD ACCOUNT 


Ziff-Davis Pub. Co., Dept. 23, 1 Park Ave., N.Y. 10016 


My remittance in the amount of $. 

is enclosed. Please send magazine cases for the 

titles indicated below. 

CHARGE: [] American Express [Г] BankAmericard 
CY63 


Account + 


BANKAMERICARD 


























Signature 
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All Black 
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NORTON 850 Cont'd from page 49 


On another level, the vibration at low 
engine speeds to some extent cancels one of 
the 850's best features. The engine pulls 
like an elephant all the way from about 
2,000 rpm, but you find yourself always 
reaching for another, lower gear any time 
the revs fall below 3,000 rpm. The result is 
that the theoretical advantage provided by 
the extra displacement and a milder cam- 
shaft remains theoretical; you have to do 
just as much shifting, or more, than was 
required with the 750 Commando and is 
required when riding a high-revving Japa- 
nese multi. The 850 doesn't shake any 
more than the old 750, a little less in fact, 
but it does its worst shaking at lower revs 
and the change in overall gearing means 
that the engine is always turning more 
slowly. The net result is that you do get 
more vibration at anything short of free- 
way speeds. 

Where the 850 Commando engine shows 
itself to best advantage, and is really im- 
pressive by any standard, is away from the 
urban crush, out on the open road. There 
the engine is always above that critical 
3,000 rpm and the bike feels glassy 
smooth. At 70 mph it's burbling away hap- 
py as Christmas at 4,000 rpm, and feels as 
though it would lope along that way forev- 
er. It is as pleasant an Interstate flyer as 
you are likely to find this side of an air- 
conditioned Cadillac, and a lot less dull. 

Even so, it is not zapping along the 
straight-line Interstates that the Norton 
does best. Where it shines, and edges out 
most other Superbikes, is hooting along 
zig-zag mountain roads. The 750 did that 
sort of thing with real flair, but it yields 
primacy to the new 850, which incorpo- 
rates subtle changes in steering geometry. 
The 850 Commando is a big motorcycle, 
with a 58-inches-plus wheelbase and a 
weight of 462 pounds, but you'd think 
maybe it's a lightweight judging by the 
way it can be flicked around on the road. 
When you first start riding it that way, 
there is a temptation to begin mentally 
composing letters to Norton-Villiers’ Man- 
aging Director asking why the 850 Com- 
mando was given so little side clearance, 
why the centerstand drags in left turns, 
and why the exhaust pipe develops a big 
flat spot from making turns to the right. 
One thinks, too, that the engine really isn't 
doing all it might with 828cc, that the bike 
isn't rushing along the road like other Su- 
perbikes. But then you notice that your fa- 
miliar 20-mile loop of mountain roads has 
been travelled in minutes less than is usual, 
and when you stop for a breather you no- 
tice that the tread blocks on those fine 
Dunlop TT100 pavement grippers show a 
feathered wear pattern right out to their 
edges. The evidence is clear and conclu- 
sive. The Norton has been going genuinely 
fast, making maximum use of a pair of 
very good tires and getting from point to 
point with rare dispatch. And effortlessly, 
too. The engine hasn't been pressed any- 
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Dont jump into cycling 
without the proper clothing 


Rain puts a damper on cycling. But it doesn't have to be a wash-out... not with tough, waterproof 
rainwear from Wheels of Man. When the sun shines a lot of people think they know how tc make 
clothing for motorcyclists. When it rains, you. want Wheels of Man. See the "wet look" that keeps 
you dry in one and two piece styles and more brilliant colors only at your Wheels of Man dealer. 
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with Lock п’ Seal" 


Conventional locking devices, like 
lock washers; come loose. Now 
you can prevent trouble with 
Loctite, Lock n'Seal, the liquid 
adhesive that can't loosen. Yet 
releases with normal hand tools. 
Lock n'Seal also seals nuts and 
bolts against leakage and thread 
corrosion. There's also Super 
Strength Lock n'Seal. Both are 
ideal for cycle, gun, and outboard 
motor use. At auto parts, cycle 
shops, sporting goods, marine, 
and hardware stores. TM Loctite Corp. 


LOCTITE. 


LOCTITE CORPORATION — NEWINGTON, CONN. 06111 
LOCTITE CANADA, LTD. — MISSISSAUGA, ONT 


Loctite Technology... 
the better way to hold parts together. 


IGNITION SYSTEM 


FOR MOTORCYCLES. 
Install a CYCLE/SEE/DEE on your 


get improved performance. Pro- 
vides positive ignition at all speeds 
under any condition and produces 
fire power at the plug to match the 
ignition requirements of the engine. 





| Keeps engine in tune and operat- | 


ing at peak efficiency. You will feel 
the difference right from the start. 


| Three year warranty. 
| ONLY 2495 





Sold by Better Cycle Dealers Everywhere 
WRITE FOR FREE LITERATURE 
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DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY 


cycle today in thirty minutes and | 


NOW... AN ELECTRONIC 








where near its redline. The handlebars 
seem to turn themselves as the bike sweeps 
into slow corners and the Commando does 
most of its own aiming through fast turns, 
making any rider feel just a touch better 
than he actually is. 

Would that the Commando was as com- 
fortable as it is fast and agile. That back- 
bone tube mentioned earlier reaches back 
from the steering head just a little too 
straight and level, and the underside of the 
seat is grooved for clearance in a way that 
leaves the padding too thin up near the 
front. When you're trying to ride briskly 
you'll be sitting right where the padding is 
especially thin. Fast riding demands that 
your weight be placed over the footpegs, 
and these are too far forward, which brings 
you right up against the back of the Nor- 
ton's fuel tank and straddling what feels 
like a bare backbone tube. As one of our 
staffers put it, "It's like having a bunch of 
rowdy friends ride you out of town on a 
rail: it's fun, but that doesn't keep your tail 
from getting sore.” 

What the Commando badly needs is to 
have more padding over the front part of 
the seat, and to have its footpegs moved 
back a couple of inches. When the pegs are 
moved back the shift lever will have to be 
shortened, but that will help cure another 
problem. That old Norton gearbox defi- 
nitely has it over more modern transmis- 
sions in terms of smooth, low-effort action, 
but there simply is too much travel. Hu- 
man ankles don't swivel far enough to han- 
dle the distance the lever has to be moved, 
so you sometimes miss gears and hit neu- 
trals just because your ankle hinge reached 
its limit-stop before the gears fully en- 
gaged. Apart from that, the gear change 
mechanism is a marvel—and so is the 
clutch, likewise with one qualifier. This 
new Norton's clutch is substantially the 
same excellent diaphragm-spring unit used 
in the Commando since its inception, with 
a couple of extra plates (now a total of 
five). The clutch's all-metal plates make it 
nearly bullet-proof and the over-center ac- 
tion of the diaphragm spring give it a light- 
ness others with the same torque capacity 
are lacking. However, its engagement point 
is speed-sensitive: use lots of revs and full 
engagement does not occur until the lever 
is almost fully released; try easing away at 
low revs and you'll get full engagement as 
soon as the lever starts moving away from 
the grip. 

Sometimes the Commando's suspension 
feels as though you're getting hard contact 
with the bump stops as soon as the wheels 
move. It has enough travel, but seemingly 
has an excess of springs and a shortage of 
damping. Expansion strips on the freeways 
jolt the Norton harder than any other Su- 
perbike, and the suspension harshness is 
the only handling deficiency. Fast, bumpy 
turns make the wheels dance and chatter 
enough to impose a lower limit on speed 
than do the tires or general stability. 

Drag-strip testing the Commando 850 
was fun, and a frustration. Fun, because 





the choice of 
professionals 


Whatever the type of motorcycle 
racing . . . flat track, motocross, 
speedway ... the pro racer must 
be more than just a good rider. His 
livelihood depends upon it. 1] The 
pro puts everything he has into 
every race. He is totally committed 
to winning. That’s professionalism. 
Г] Webco's designs motorcycle ac- 
cessories with a purely professional 
approach. Every Webco product is 
engineered to be the finest for its 
specific application. [Г] Traditionally, 
professionals insist upon the best 
... that is why they use Webco prod- 
ucts... the choice of professionals. 


WEBCO CATALOG — 100 PAGES 
STILL ONLY $1.00 INCL. DECAL 


WEBCO INC. 


222 Main St. e Venice, Cal. 90291 


WEBCO DISTRIBUTORS: 
Southeast: Cycle Gear, N.C. 
Midwest: KK M/C Supply, Ohio 
Rocky Mts: Pike’s Peak M/C, Colo. 
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the bike scampers through the quarter- 
mile very quickly. Frustration (of a sort) 
because no rider skill is required. The 850 
engine's power band is so broad that you 
can make your upshifts anywhere from 
6,000 rpm to 7,000 rpm (the redline) with- 
out changing the numbers more than a 
tenth either way. The Commando is also 
the most consistent drag-strip performer 
we've ever had, turning run after run at 
almost exactly the same speed and elapsed 
time. Its brute torque removes any real 
need for refined technique in getting un- 
derway—you just whiz the engine up to 
about 6,000 rpm and drop the hammer. 
The Norton takes off like a shot, runs 
straight and true, and turns the same times 
every time. 

Norton's 850 Commando has great visu- 
al appeal for anyone who likes the lean, 
rangey look. Its 19-inch wheels make it 
look spidery, and they've done wonders 
getting 3.5 gallons into a container that has 
to straddle a big frame tube and still looks 


STILL TIME TO GET IN ON THE GROUND FLOOR — AND 


LIGHT UP PEAK CYCLING SEASON PROFITS RIGHT NOW! 





Your Own Cycle Is Your Sales-Clinching Demonstrator 
On Wheels! Easy To Make Money With This Hot New 


PATENTED Safety “Must!” 


EXCLUSIVE! Make A Big Contribution To Cycling Safety — 
And Pat Yourself On The Back All The Way To The Bank! 


Simple 10-minute installation and presto! 
— any cycle on the road can have even 
BETTER side signals than those built into 
latest model cycles! These unique, patented 
units with gleaming chrome finish mount 
on handle bars — provide deluxe REAR 
VIEW MIRROR plus FLASHING AMBER 
DIRECTIONAL SIGNALS! If you ride on 
today's high-speed expressways, tollways, 
freeways — you know this battle against 
lane-changing hazards, a major cause of 
accidents on our multi-lane highways. Not 
only eliminates the deadly rear view "blind 
spot" in lane changing, but gives clear 
lane-change signal to drivers BESIDE you 
as well as behind you! Just let any tollway 
or expressway driver see your demonstra- 
tor in action — and you've got another 


MIRRORS" 
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"Flash" Motorcycle Model — Moves Fast At $24.95/Pair 


fast sale (and a grateful friend) all wrap- 
ped up! Both units come complete with all 


Start right NOW—MAIL COUPON TODAY— and you're all 
set for peak season sales as almost 100 million motorists and 


cyclists get set to hit the road for peak travel months ahead! 
Write about available distributorships. 


NITECHO ENTERPRISES CORP., 10 Oakdale Street, Great Kills, Staten Island, N. Y. 10308 
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small. The only jarring note in the bike's ee ned coroane 
appearance is the engine itself, which has a 
cylinder and head that look too puny for 
850cc worth of piston displacement. The 
reason is the very minimal finning, which 


is too scanty for a balanced appearance 








Let's ROLL! . . . Here's my check or money order for $ to cover order checked below. Please 


rush at once, with all moneymaking details, everything | need to hit the profit trail immediately. 





and perhaps even too scanty for adequate $ЕА$ОМ Ж. К І 

cooling. We also think the handlebars аге SALES ИЮН" Маун Model (82495 SHED giras, = 

too wide to look right, and they don't feel FLASHING M EI у [| 

right to us, but the chaps at Norton-Villi- Н ERE! dozen unitsi@7$17:95/ pair EM У ] 
x ا‎ ао ре 


ers say their dealers keep asking for pre- سے‎ am سے‎ an am av @ ap Stes aD aD AD aD a 
cisely the sort of bars they've put on the 
850 Commando. In any case, handlebars 
are a matter of individual preference and 
easily changed. Owners may also want to 
do something about the dangling throttle 
cable, which hangs down in a loop right 
where it can snag on a bush or something 
if you get sloppy and cut the inside of a 
righthander too close. Snag that cable and 
the throttles will be jerked wide open. That 
certainly will move the bike away from the 
inside of the turn, and it is likely to be 
more of a readjustment in line than you 
really wanted. 

We also don’t care much for the handle- 
bar-mounted switches and buttons, which 
are—all claims for ergonometric design 
notwithstanding—a study in confusion. 
The high/low beam switch makes sense, 
but the up and down action of the identical 
turn-indicator switch does not. And then 
there are the two buttons above and below 
each switch, four in all, and all identical. It 
is a confused layout, and it confuses. 

Finally, there is the traditionally-British 
weeping of oil. The Norton engine left 
puddled proof of its presence back when 
they used a timed crankcase breather; it 
does so still with the new open breather 
pipe—which carries crankcase fumes to 
the aircleaner. The current switch to plas- 
tic sump-plug washers, replacing those in- 
famous and failure-prone fiber parts we all 
know and loathe, may dry up the seepage 
around the sump plug—but our bike was 
fiber-washered and it drooled and slob- 
bered all over its belly. There was also a CIRCLE NO. 57 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 
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WORLD'S QUICKEST TRIUMPH 8.70 E.T. 


DROP-ON 
NEW BILLET TRIUMPH 650 CAMS. 5 Grinds 
Sold Outright p KIT 


$205.00 


Make your Triumph 650cc run like a new 
super bike with our 750cc DROP-ON kit. 


Now available with permanent mold pistons. 


HONDA 750 Camshafts 
Enns нц 
HONDA — SPORTSTER — TRIUMPH 
RACING VALVE SPRING KITS — PUSHRODS and 
CLUTCH SPRINGS 
Send $1.50 for new 
48 page Catalog. Refundable 
on your 1st order. 


867cc BIG BORE KITS ROCKET 3's and TRIDENTS 
$149.50 Exchange 


Complete Stock of: 
Honda Triumph & Harley Chopper Parts 


ROUTT'S 
4533 42ND PLACE * HYATTSVILLE MARYLAND 2078: B 
TEL (301) 779 3330 


Extended Fork Tubes ® Oil Tanks 
Chopper Tanks © Complete Frames 

Maltise Mirrows ө Hard Tails 

Chopper Seats * Metal Flake Paints 

Inner Spring Kits ® Chrome & Stainless Spokes 
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"Wear Your Colors” 
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SUPER COLOR T-SHIRTS . . . $4.50 ea. 
| with high crew neck band and breast 
pocket - 100% cotton. Sizes S-M-L-XL 
Colors: Navy - Yellow - Light Blue - Gold 





Lavender - Light Green - Peacock Blue. 
| Design on both sides add.... $1.00 Ё 
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Mert Lawwill says, ''The 
new Lance Air™ ventilated 
Suit is the greatest thing 
to happen to racing suits 
since leather, I'll be wear- 
ing one for the 1973 season'' 


Write for Catalogue today! 


LANCER LEATHERS 
1511 W., Hatcher Rd. 
Phoenix, Az, 85021 
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creeping wetness around the oil hoses, 
which simply slip over stubby tubes and 
are clamped in place. Maybe next year 
Norton will have proper, crimped-ferrule 
fittings on the Commando. 

But those are the kind of minor aggrava- 
tions you'll encounter all over the Norton 
Commando 850, along with pegs placed 
just a bit too far forward and a seat with- 
out quite enough padding. To the right 
kind of man, these pale to insignificance 
beside the Norton's virtues. It is, above all 
else, a sporting rider's motorcycle, and of- 
fers more sporting fun for that kind of rid- 
er than any other Superbike. Norton takes 
a different, and sometimes unfathomable 
road to total performance, but it gets there 
all the same. Riding the Commando 850 is 
a return to the sounds and sensations, to 
the verities, of a thoroughly entertaining 
(and sometimes exaspirating) past—but at 
today's performance levels in terms of 
braking and sheer, thrusting speed. e 
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STRONGEST CHAIN MADE 


SOLID STEEL SECURITY — The STRONGEST Se- 
curity Chain made. Average tensil strength over 
32,000 Lbs. per link, (that's more than the weight 
of 50 Full Dress Harley 74s). The SUPER CHAIN is 
made of hardened Alloy steel — cannot be hack- 
sawed or cut by a bolt cutter! Completely Chrome 
Plated. Available in 2 sizes. The Super Chain fea- 
tures the NEW AMERICAN T-900 LOCK with round, 
pickproof, burglar alarm type keyway. 

SC 1000 2V2 Foot Super Chain less lock 33.00 
SC 1050 2%; Foot Super Chain with lock 39.50 
SC 2000 5 FootSuper Chain less lock 42.00 
SC 2050 5 Foot Super Chain with lock 48.50 
T-900 New American Lock with Round Keys 12.00 
POSTAGE PAID 
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IF YOU'RE 
INTO BIKES, 
YOU SHOULD 

BE INTO 


AMA NEWS is the fastest 
growing monthly magazine in 
the industry, because it's not 
like any other monthly. 

There are touring stories and 
race reports, reviews and edi- 
torials, reports on legislation, 
land use, ecology, education, 
and safety. Each month the of- 
ficial events calendar lists every 
AMA sanctioned event in the 
U.S. Four times a year AMA 
NEWS reports points standings 
for amateur national champion- 
ship competition. 

Through AMA NEWS you can 
stay abreast of the association 
that supports motorcycling. If 
you are not a member, join now 
and subscribe to AMA NEWS. 


C] Please enter my subscription to 
AMA NEWS. 12 Issues— 
P.O. BOX 147 
WESTERVILLE, OHIO 43081 
ONLY $3.00 
Y? The Full Year Single 


copy cost 
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AN EXPERT ANSWERS 
YOUR QUESTIONS 


ABOUT MUSCLES 


Our files show that thousands of readers like yourself 
want to build bulging muscles and achieve real physical 
power like their favorite athletic champions. How to go about 
it? We decided to ask an expert, Dave Prowse, 3-times British 
Weightlifting champion and leading fitness expert. Here are 


his answers. 


What does it take to build 
* muscles? 


А Basically, it takes exercise. 
* Almost any exercise will help 
to develop at least some of your 
muscles if you keep at it long 
enough and hard enough. 


ü Isn't there an easier way? 
c 


Yes. There is one outstand- 

* ingly effective training method 

that is also fast and easy — the one 

I use and recommend —the new 
Bullworker system. 


ü What's that? 


The Bullworker is a revolu- 
* tionary new muscle-building 
exerciser based on Isometrics, the 
science that increases strength up 
to four times faster than conven- 
tional methods. In my opinion, it's 
the most advanced training system 
in the world today. Many lead- 
ing athletes use it: World-famous 
Heavyweight Boxer Muhammad 
Ali, World Heavyweight Judo 
Champion Wim Ruska, and Cyc- 
ling Champion Eddy Merckx, to 
name only a few. 


How long does Bullworker 
* training take? 











Jack Barclay, 
junior Mr. Europe 
shows the kind of 
results he achieved 
with Isometric 
Bullworker training. 
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А Bullworker provides absolute- 
* ly the fastest kind of exercise 

possible. In fact, an introduction 
ЕКЕ program takes only 70 
seconds a day. No other system — 
weightlifting, pulleys, or strenuous 
calisthenics — can give you results 
so quickly and easily. On the con- 
trary, many old-fashioned meth- 
ods take hours of sweaty, boring 
work each day...and it's often 
months before you begin to see 
improvements. Busy professional 
athletes and champions don't have 
time for that. Nobody does. 


How long does it take before 
* you begin getting results? 
А With the Bullworker, you сап 
=" actually begin to see and 
measure the positive results right 
from the very first day! Thanks to 
a built-in measuring device called 
the Powermeter. After every ex- 
ercise you just check the reading 
to see exactly how much your 
strength has increased from the 
day before. There's no guesswork 
involved. Isometric Bullworker 
training can increase your power 
at the amazing rate of up to 446 
per week! That means a 5046 in- 
crease in strength in the first three 
months alone. And I've known 
many young men who have gone 
on to double and even triple their 
strength. 





Dave Prowse, 3-time 
British Weightlifting 
champion, demonstrates 
a super-effective 
7-second exercise for 
building powerful 
biceps... using the 

new Bullworker with 
built-in powermeter. 








ü What do those figures mean in 
* visual terms? 


А They mean that in as little as 
* ]4 days you can actually begin 
to see muscle growth in a mirior 
and verify it with a tape measure. 
Every week thereafter brings ever 
faster growth. 


Built-in Powermeter 
You can actually measure your 
musclepower g-r-0-W-i-n-g 
from the very first day. 








Q But to get such impressive re- 
* sults, don’t you have to work 
very hard? 
A Absolutely not. Thats the 
. outstanding advantage of Iso- 
metric training . .it's so amazingly 
easy! Each * Static- -power" Iso- 
metric exercise takes only 7 sec- 
onds, and you barely have to 
move. It's not even necessary to 
disrobe. The Bullworker is so light 
and compact, it can be used at 
home, in the office, anywhere... 
even while watching TV! It's a 
great improvement over bulky, ex- 
pensive weights, bicycle machines, 
pulleys, etc. 


Can Bullworker training even 
* develop bodies which are weak 
and skinny, or fat and flabby? 


А Definitely! It's been proven by 
* thousands of men of every 
shape, size and age all over the 
world. Bullworker training helps 
transform weak, thin arms into rip- 
pling, muscular pillars of strength, 
build broad, powerful shoulders, 
turn flat, shallow chests into deep, 
manly ones, forge loose stomach 
flab into steel-hard, well-defined 
muscle... build that “V” shape of 
a real athlete, develop sturdy, con- 
toured thighs and calves.... And 
all this in record time! 

Whats more, I’ve known 
skinny, shy fellows who, after just 
a few short weeks with Bullworker, 
turned into real go-getters ... every 
inch a man...bowling girls over 
with their dynamism, confidence, 
and new found power! You really 
have to see the remarkable effects 
of Bullworker for yourself to be- 
lieve them! 


Q How can our readers find out 
* more about the Bullworker, 
perhaps actually try it for them- 
selves? 
A I understand that the Bull- 
* worker distributor in the USA 
is now making it available— free 
—on a two week home-trial basis 
in order to introduce it to the gen- 
eral public. If your readers are in- 
terested in developing their bodies, 
in building muscles and strength 
faster than ever before possible, 
I suggest that they contact the US 
distributor for full details. 


€ BULLWORKER SERVICE, 
201 Lincoln Blvd., Middlesex, New Jersey 08846 144 








1 BULLWORKER SERVICE l 
I ept. BW-804 
1 FR E E 201 Lincoln Blvd., Middlesex, New Jersey 08846 
Please send me my FREE full color brochure 
l BOOKLET about BULLWORKER 2 without obligation. No І 
salesman will call. І 
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L Canada: Home delivery duty paid. Ask for FREE booklet. 
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THERE'S 
ONE 
GREAT 
THING 
ABOUT A 
HYDRON- 
COATED 
SHIELD. 


YOU'LL SEE. 


A Hydron®-coated shield doesn't fog up. 
Hydron® is a miracle, water-loving plas- 
tic that is chemically bonded to our tough, 
optically correct, polycarbonate shield. It 
absorbs moisture and prevents vapor from 
condensing on the shield. 





A MS 
IYN FLIP-UP HYDRON® SHIELD 


It flips smoothly and easily out of the way 
whenever you don't need it. And with just 
three snaps, it fits most helmets. Available 
in Clear, Yellow and Smoke. Hydron®- 
coated. 


VS HYDRON® 
3-SNAP 
VISOR SHIELD 


Smart-looking 
one-piece 
molded 
polycarbonate 
shield with 
black visor. 
Available in Clear, Yellow, Smoke, Amber, 
and Blue. Hydron®-coated. 





Now! Hydron® fog-free 
shields are available for 
famous Bell ''Star" 

Helmets. See them at 
your Bell dealer. 





WOODSTREAM 


HYDRON 
CORPORATION 
1633 Rothsville Road, Rothsville, Pa. 17573 


Telephone (717) 626-2028 


&Hydron is a registered trademark of 
National Patent Development Corporation 
CIRCLE NO. 59 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 
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DAYTONA Continued from page 81 


in the Lightweight to run towards the front 
in the big race. 

Triumph: Three team-members this 
year: Dick Mann, Gene Romero, and Gary 
Scott. All three are out to finish the race 
and drag home some points; none of them 
have a chance to win, the Yamahas, Su- 
zukis and Kawasakis being faster and the 
Yamahas being as reliable and as careful 
with gasoline. 

And then you have your middle-to- 
back-markers: the Nortons, ahead on 
frame technology but down on horsepower 
and reliability; the BMWs, very trick and 
very strong in noise production; and the 
Hondas, developed by the factory but 
sponsored by American Honda, armed 
with enough class to finish high but not 
enough committment to win. Steve 
McLaughlin and Morishito Sumiya have 
the talent to get the job done, but Honda 
must realize that even it cannot just dabble 
in American racing and expect to roll un- 
der Yamaha, Suzuki and Kawasaki. 

Like all Daytonas, this one was differ- 
ent. Qualifying was drawn out by rainfall; 
a kink was added to the back straightaway 
to control high-bank speed; and the tire 
problems everyone thought were sorted 
out by the end of last season turned out to 
be unsolved after all. As the week drew 
out, Yamaha’s sonic 350s began to look 
better and better. 

Qualifying Positions 


(Top Twenty) 
Paul Smart Suz 101.871 
Art Baumann Kawa 100.758 
Geoff Perry Suz 100.754 
Ron Grant Suz 100.137 
Masahiro Wada Kawa 100.101 
Yvon du Hamel Kawa 99.877 
Gary Fisher Yam 99.560 
Kenny Roberts Yam 98.848 
Ron Pierce Yam 98.707 
Cal Rayborn H-D 98.503 
Jarno Saarinen Yam 98.105 
Mike Lane Honda 97.966 
Mark Brelsford H-D 97.945 
Dave Smith Yam 97.848 
Yutaka Oda Yam 97.730 
Guido Mandracci Suz 97.510 
Kel Carruthers Yam 97.263 
Hurley Wilvert Kawa 97.140 
Cliff Carr Kawa 97.133 
Trap Speeds: (Top Ten) 
Masahiro Wada Kawa 164.23 
Ron Grant Suz 160.14 
Steve McLaughlin Honda 160.14 
Art Baumann Kawa 159.57 
Gary Nixon Kawa 159:57 
Y von du Hamel Kawa 158.45 
Gary Fisher Yam 158.45 
Paul Smart Suz 155417 
Hurley Wilvert Kawa 154.63 
Geoff Perry Suz 154.10 


“Kita, my old tuner from Suzuki, told 
me, 'Baumann, you make big mistake leav- 
ing Suzuki. Racers very good this year, all 
problems straightened out, you wait and 
see, " Art Baumann was saying. “I told 





Goodyear, M & H, and Pirelli street, 
off-road, and racing tires. 


Anywhere in the USA. 
Call, write, or visit: 


Motorcycle 


vay Tires 
| >_< те 
Inc. 


7000 SCHAEFER ROAD 
DEARBORN, MICHIGAN 48126 
313-846-4249 


WE INVITE DEALER INQUIRIES 





Spectacular sound! Stereo testing! 
Background music and sound effects! 
Special Interest Records available 
exclusively from Ziff-Davis. 
INTEREST Send for your free Record Catalog — 
RECORD Ziff-Davis Publishing Co., Dept. 23, 
PUES CRE One Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016. 


FREE! 


SPECIAL 


FOR 


HONDA 


ACCESSORIES 


“ONE DAY MAIL” WORLDWIDE 
Completely NEW 80 pages, packed with new accessories 
and parts. Send 60c. Free color decal with catalog. 


HONDA of MINEOLA 
336 JERICHO TURNPIKE, MINEOLA, N.Y. 11501 


“For Honda’”’ catalog(s) 
Enclosed is payment of $ 
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him, ‘Kita, wait until the flag drops. All 
you'll see up front is green— number 30 
and number 17. ” 

Sunday morning, and the commotion 
hits highs and lows. Mark Brelsford broke 
an engine during qualifying, and the Har- 
ley-Davidson people were running amok 
getting a fresh one uncrated and installed. 
Tires that had been lasting perfectly during 
practice all week started blistering on the 
factory Hondas, and had to be switched at 
the last minute (the new Dunlops were big- 
ger than the Goodyears that were re- 
moved, causing oil return lines to be 
nicked on McLaughlin's bike during the 
race, which was an aggravation Steve 
didn't need at the time). Jarno Saarinen 
flung his Yamaha into the pits with a look 
of grave concern, a radiator hose having 
come adrift. Ed Fisher casually realigned 
his son's rear wheel while Gary explained 
the difference between his 250 and 350: 
“They both feel exactly the same. Braking 
points are about the same, shifting points 
are about the same, you can lean them over 
about the same. The only major difference 
is when you.can wick it. On the 250 you 
can gas it wide open half-way through a 
corner, because it doesn't have much pow- 
er. You can't do that on the 350." 

A band dressed in green and white 
played a short dirge in front of the main 
grandstands, carloads of top riders were 
chauffeurred around the track, and the 
speedway in all its enormity began to fill 
(more than 62,200 paid to see the 200-mil- 
er, and 42,500 had come the day before for 
the Lightweight race and the Motocross). 

When the flag dropped it was as Bau- 
mann had predicted. 

Art and Yvon were on fire when they 
looped into the infield right behind Gary 
Nixon, and they scorched to the front be- 
fore they hit the oval for the first time. 

“We were going pretty hard, but we 
weren’t going crazy,” Art said afterwards. 
Even so they were turning speeds of over 
103 mph, two mph faster than Smart’s 
pole-winning 101. And where was Smart? 
Paul had had a slow start, and overshot the 
chicane on the first lap. He was held there 
until the last bike in the last wave had 
cleared, and then he was released to begin 
a long haul that would end only too soon. 

By the fourth lap the heavy-duty charg- 
ers were still in front: Art, Yvon, Nixon, 
Grant, Wada, Perry, Saarinen, Fisher and 
Pierce. Castro was a few notches down, as 
was Kel Carruthers. By the seventh lap 
Smart had rocketed up to 14th and Calvin 
showed in 19th. And then things started 
happening. 

On the tenth lap, the two steaming Ka- 
wasakis got into some gas or water enter- 
ing the infield. Steve Delgarno had crashed 
right in front of them. Art crashed, Yvon 
crashed, and then Yvon’s Kawasaki 
smacked into Baumann’s back. (“I hope 
my damn engine seized," Delgarno said 
later. “If it didn’t those guys’ll kill me.") 
Which left Nixon in the lead, hounded at a 
distance by Grant, Perry, Saarinen, Fisher, 
JUNE 1973 








BARGAIN HUNTERS! 
DISCOUNT GOODIES: 


CHOPPER — TOURING — REPAIR PARTS 
CHEAP! 


Tanks, Fork Tubes, Handlebars, Cable Kits, Highway Pegs, Mufflers, 


Sissybars, Frames, Hardtails, Saddlebags, Windshields, Seats, Tires, 


and much more for: 
HONDA — YAMAHA — KAWASAKI — SUZUKI — 
TRIUMPH — BSA — NORTON — HD etc. 


FREE CATALOG 


TOMBSTONE CYCLE 


820 KILDONAN DRIVE, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA, R2W-3R4, CANADA 
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POSTER SIZE ...— AK 
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A great gift or gag idea. Ideal dealer for all 750сс models! 
room decoration . . . Perfect for 
parties. Send any b&w or color 
photo, polaroid print, cartoon or 
magazine photo, For slides and E 
negatives add $1.00 per poster 
ordered, Better originals produce 
better posters. Giant b&w poster 
mailed in tube. 


1% FT x2 FT $2.50 
3FTx 4FT $7.50 
RUSH SERVICE: Shipped 1st 
class іп 1 day. Add $2.00 per poster 
POSTERS LAMINATED FOR PERMANENCE 
$1.98 addit. per poster (3x4 ft. not avail. 


Your original returned undamaged. Add 50c for postage and 
handling for EACH item ordered N.Y. residents add sales 
tax. Send check. cash or M.O. (No C.0.0.) to: 

PHOTO POSTER, INC. 
210 E. 23 St., New York, N.Y. 10010 
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Dept. CY63 Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 


New flip shields for protection with style 


Here's the protection you need 
and the styling you want... in 
two, new quality face shields 
from ILC. The Full*Flip?M is 
extra large for full face 
protection... fastens se- 
curely to helmet without 
drilling. The FreesFlip™ 


is an attractively contoured half 
shield with frosted trim. Both 


shields have excellent 
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action for easy position- 
ing. Available in clear, 
amber and smoke at 
your local dealer. 








optics, and unique cam- 


ILC INDUSTRIES, INC. 


477350 PEAR STREET. DOVER, DELAWARE 19901 
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Box 3534, Station “B,” 303 Selkirk Ave. 
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CYCLING COMFORT 
IS A TRAVEL EASE 
WATER CUSHION 





Now, riding and long distance touring can be 
more enjoyable with the aid of the Travel 
Ease Water Cushion. It utilizes the hydraulic 
support principle of the water bed in con- 
junction with the stabilizing effect and added 
comfort of plastic foam. Shift your weight. 
It's like changing seats. It conforms to your 
new position...lets you ride relaxed without 
the need for rest stops due to seat fatigue. The 
water cushion also: smooths out bumps and 
vibration, has rider and passenger individual 
comfort adjustability, has cooling ‘‘heat ex- 
changer"' action, and is removed or replaced in 
seconds without tools allowing it to be used as 
a bleacher seat or pillow while camping. For 
winter use, hot water may be used for added 
comfort and warmth. The Travel Ease Water 
Cushion is only $24.95 postage paid. Send 
check or money order only. Prompt delivery 
assured. Models available for the following 
between 250 thru 900 cc. HONDA, BMW, 
MOTO GUZZI, KAWASAKI, SUZUKI, 
YAMAHA, NORTON, TRIUMPH '& BSA. Send 
to: JML PRODUCTS, Dept. C Вох 3708-A, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 53217. Piana (414) 352-8848. 
When ordering give make, model and year of 
motorcycle. 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 








BATES 
Leather Shop 





16-page full-color 
catalog, complete 
with measuring 
and ordering 
information. 





Bates— 
the Leathers that 
suit the Champions. 


MAIL THIS AD FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG! 


BATES INDUSTRIES, INC. 
701 W. Cowles St., Long Beach, Calif. 90801 
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and Pierce. Yvon and Art both got back 
underway and were making notable prog- 
ress until the dirt which the carburetors 
had sucked in finally ate up the engines. 

A lap later, the terrifying Brelsford/ 
Darr crash. Darr had blown his engine on 
the front straightaway and had made it 
well into the infield before he was able to 
pull off the course. He did, finally, between 
the horseshoe turn behind the pits and the 
high-speed left-hander halfway through 
the infield. But Darr pulled off to his left, 
slowing near the entry to the sweeper. 
Darr must have checked behind him and 
seen nothing, because he attempted to 
cross the track. 

Meanwhile here comes Brelsford, ham- 
mering as hard as he can through the in- 
field to make up for the time lost on the 
oval. There is another competitor between 
Brelsford and Darr. Mark goes outside the 
other competitor and has to try to dodge 
Darr, all at 100 mph. Mark doesn't make 
it. His team Harley clips the rear of Darr's 
bike, the impact knocking both riders off 
their bikes and garbaging Darr's. Strangely 
Brelsford's bike doesn't fall down. Mark 
spins off the saddle backwards and falls 
face-down in the dirt, and his Harley ex- 
plodes in flames, but it never tips over—it 
rolls into the infield for a couple hundred 
feet, a moving inferno, and finally slows 
and topples. Darr loses a bunch of meat 
out of one leg. Brelsford breaks his left 
hand and wrist, tears open his knee, breaks 
his ankle, breaks his right leg (the hospital 
finally got around to X-raying it a couple 
days later), and stabs toothmarks deep into 
the front of his Bell Star and cuts the in- 
sides of his mouth. Brelsford, one of our 
most attractive champions ever, will be out 
of action for four months. Darr, longer. 

Then and there Daytona stopped being 
fun. 

It got to be even less fun 20 laps later 
when Calvin Rayborn's Harley-Davidson 
locked up going into the chicane and spit 
Cal off, breaking his collarbone and dam- 
aging a side of ribs. 

And less fun still for Suzuki as ignition 
problems took out all of their runners ex- 
cept Emde and Grant, Grant finally suc- 
cumbing to a parted chain after leading for 
five laps in the middle of the race. 

And even less for Kawasaki, Gary Nix- 
on seizing, Wada seizing, and Hurley Wil- 
vert and Cliff Carr going out with flat 
tires. Carr was in third place, nine laps 
from home, at the time. "Listen, after kiss- 
ing off $30,000 at Ontario last year, this 
$5,000 was a cinch to lose.” 

And that, after Grant retired on lap 31, 
was that for the ear-poppers, the grass-flat- 
teners and the bowl-boomers. There, just 
like last year, were (guess who?) the Yam- 
ahas. Hordes of them. They alone were 
having fun. Gary Fisher had led for six 
laps before Grant took over and had 
proved what he wanted to prove: that he 
could go harder than Saarinen. But Fish- 
er's bike broke a crank coming out of the 
infield, and from the 33d lap all the way to 


the finish it was Saarinen's 200, lock, stock 
and barrel. Who was behind him? Kel Car- 
ruthers, who thought to himself midway 
through the race and the enervating Flori- 
da heat and all that carnage that “I was 
too old to race motorcycles." Right behind 
him, riding the race of his life, young Jim 
Evans, who had started in 56th position 
after running off the track during qualify- 
ing. And behind him, surprising everyone 
but himself, Dick Mann, who had finagled 
his way to the front from a third-wave 
start. 

Not too much happened from the time 
Saarinen took over until the time he com- 
pleted his 52 laps. Castro was dropped to 
ninth when he had to replace a tank, Con- 
rad Urbanowski secured fifth place and 
hung onto it for one of his best-ever fin- 
ishes, Sumiya and McLaughlin did splen- 
didly on the Hondas with a seventh and a 
tenth, Dave Smith's Vesco Yamaha was 
homing in on third place when it ran out of 
gas dropping Dave to 14th, and Cliff Carr 
endured the previously mentioned $5,000 
flat tire. 

Saarinen was as good as everybody said 
he could be, precise, accurate, economical, 
frill-free; Saarinen rides with the cold bril- 
liance of a brain surgeon, never off line, 
never out of shape, never in trouble, never 
gaudy, never off the tank, never a mistake. 
What Americans had seen of the reigning 
250 World Champion in his U.S. debut 
(Ontario 1972) hadn't been too impressive. 
Too badly injured to race after he and his 
Yamaha galloped apart in Ontario prac- 
tice, the Finn was razor-keen at Daytona. 
Saarinen could have gone harder for 200 
miles than his Yamaha. But having raced a 
waterpumper in Europe last year, Saarinen 
knew how hard and long he could press his 
Daytona Yamaha without fragging it. So 
he rode the smart, balanced race he 
planned to ride. 

You only wished that he had had more 
fun doing it, if only to make up for all the 


fun those other people didn't have. © 
RESULTS 
Jarno Saarinen Yamaha 
Kel Carruthers Yamaha 
Jim Evans Yamaha 
Dick Mann Triumph 
Conrad Urbanowski Yamaha 
Don Emde Suzuki 
Morishito Sumiya Honda 
Mick Grant Yamaha 
Don Castro Yamaha 
Steve McLaughlin Honda 
Mike Cone Yamaha 
Frank Gillespie Yamaha 
Bobby Winters Yamaha 
Dave Smith Yamaha 
Gary Scott Triumph 
Doug Sehl H-D 
Mert Lawwill H-D 
Martin Sharpe Yamaha 
George Kerker Honda 
Buddy Elmore Yamaha 


Average Speed: 98.178 mph 
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PIT WALL Continued from page 84 


pound of metal scrap out onto the pave- 
ment. Four of the pieces were big enough 
to have completely blocked the tailpipe! A 
few minutes later we saw a very welcome 
sight as Cliff completed the two laps fast 
enough to take his place in the first wave, 
last row. 

Every evening as we struggled along 
with our work, some bright soul would 
look in and tell us that Suzuki had closed 
up for the night, or Honda or Yamaha or 
some other lucky SOBs. And we would 
continue until midnight or later, trying to 
build reliability, and poking through 
McDonald's bags for leftover french fries. 

Gradually the Goodyear tire invasion 
waned. The softest compound was lasting 
10 to 15 laps on a Kawasaki, and the next 
harder compound was only good for an- 
other five or ten. Dunlop was offering 
three hardnesses in a tire that closely re- 
sembled last year's Talladega Speedway 
Special, and by race day the big machines 
were on Dunlops. Tony Mills, motorcycle 
race tire development chief for Dunlop, 
was warning everyone against putting апу 
wear on the tires before the race, as they 
would only just go the distance, if that. 

Ron Krause, who had finally gotten 
some recognition from the Honda people, 
had a stormy week with them, trying to 
find out why Honda's machines kept going 
faster and his stayed the same. Maddening- 
ly, they would only admit the differences 
bit by bit, a nearly universal factory team 
characteristic. The rapidly improving Ka- 
wasakis and Suzukis left the earlier Honda 
times behind, and one really entertaining 
rumor had.Honda flying in a special mo- 
bile dynamometer to retrieve the situation. 

Just like last year, the defects in Suzuki's 
planning were nowhere in sight before race 
day. Superior engineering and good riding 
had three machines on the front row, and 
their mechanics usually finished work be- 
fore sundown. All the machines were mi- 
nutely detailed and standardized. 

By contrast, the Kawasakis were all very 
individual creations, no two being built on 
the same frame. There were four types of 
wheels in use. Some tanks were plastic, 
some aluminum. Some machines had alu- 
minum smoothbore carbs, some had mag- 
nesium motocross carbs of more conven- 
tional pattern. 

When the flag dropped, the troubles be- 
gan for the big machines. Smart ran off the 
course and had to work too hard making 
up time. Jack Findlay's chain broke after 
seven laps. Baumann and du Hamel got off 
on liquid after eight laps in the lead, and 
their engines ate so many rocks that they 
were both too sick to go very far. 

Nixon had led the race after the other 
two fast Kawasakis went out, but his mo- 
tor went to junk with two cracked pistons. 
Wada, on the other works machine, seized 
after running fourth and fifth early in the 
race. The new pistons have the rings 
moved closer to the top edge, which weak- 
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ens the lands. Cracks were forming here 
and in the wrist pin bosses. No one can 
know whether Baumann and du Hamel 
might have finished, but they were right on 
schedule for their first gas stop, building 
up the necessary lead over the one-stop- 
pers, and this thought must console Team 
Kawasaki. 

Hurley Wilvert, who tuned Smart's On- 
tario-winning Kawasaki last fall, rode his 
own machine conservatively after seeing 
the troubles everyone else had had. He had 
craftily fitted one of last year's Talladega 
tires, which was sure to last the race, but 
he had a flat before the first gas stop. 

Suzuki ignitions stopped igniting and 
Suzuki chains draped themselves over rear 
axles instead of rear sprockets. Meanwhile 
Yamaha exhaust springs started popping 
off everywhere, with one nicely prepared 
machine losing three off the same pipe! 

Harley was struck by tragedy in the 
form of three riders in the hospital, two 
machines burnt up, together with uninspir- 
ing performance. And Norton, who may 
be back for Laguna Seca and Ontario, have 
their work cut out for them to even get on 
a par with private Yamahas. 

Cliff Carr, on my Kawasaki had decided 
to be a tortoise and not a hare, since the 
machine was rich and comparatively slow. 
He ran twelfth or so for many laps until 
the gas stops obscured everything. Finally 
his number appeared on the leaderboard in 
fourth place. We began to take heart, since 
he was on the only remaining Kawasaki in 
the race. On lap 42, he rolled in with a flat, 
and we blew the tire up. It whooshed right 
back at us and that was that for the Kawa- 
saki effort. 

Yamaha has won the big one, but Kel 
Carruthers knows that with no one stop- 
ping for fuel in the shorter races, it will be 
an equal contest head to head. The best 
Yamahas have acceleration equal to the 
slower big two-strokes, so handling will be 
pitted against power, a nice clean contest 
without complications. It should be an in- 
teresting season. © 
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Two bucks brings you this new 
Pirelli two-color T-shirt, plus a 
custom embroidered Pirelli jacket 
patch. Now you and your bike can 
Mai wear Pirelli, the name behind more 
7 wins іп dirt racing than any other 


tire. Order yours today! 
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concerning products and services advertised in this issue, and items information. (Key numbers for advertised products also appear in 
mentioned in the New Products Editorial Section. advertiser's index on the opposite page.) 

1. Clip one of the coupons (two are provided in the event a second 3. Paste the coupon on a government post card or place it in an 
person reading this copy wishes to use the service). Print or type your envelope and mail to: { 

name and address where indicated. Ве sure to include Zip Code. CYCLE, P.O. Box 2904, Clinton, lowa 52732 

2. Please answer a// questions and circle the number on the coupon 4. Your request for information will be forwarded to the appropriate 
which corresponds to the number at the bottom of the advertisement, companies. Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for them to fill your requests. 
EXPIRES JULY 28, 1973 CC 6/73 12 gene JULY 28, 1973 CC 6/73 1 
Name Name 

Address Address 

ойу ACES = Zip Code Clty ee Sae ZipCode 


PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS BELOW AND TYPE 


PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS BELOW AND TYPE 
OR PRINT AS CLEARLY AS POSSIBLE 


OR PRINT AS CLEARLY AS POSSIBLE 


1. How many motorcycles do you now own? 
ADı B02 C О Зог more D O None 


FOR MOTORCYCLES CURRENTLY OWNED, PLEASE COMPLETE 
THE FOLLOWING: 


1. How many motorcycles do you now own? 
ALI 1 BO2  CL13or more D O None 


FOR MOTORCYCLES CURRENTLY OWNED, PLEASE COMPLETE 
THE FOLLOWING: 


Answer for most recent purchase if more than one is owned. Answer for most recent purchase if more than one is owned. 


2. What make? 


2. What make? 
АО BSA DLIH-D GO Kawasaki ЈО Suzuki 


AÛ BSA DOH-D GL] Kawasaki J Ll Suzuki 





BL]BMW ЕО Hodaka HO Norton K O Triumph BL)BMW ЕО Hodaka НО Norton KO Triumph 
CO Bultaco Е О Honda | О Ossa L O Yamaha CO Bultaco Е О Honda | O Ossa L O Yamaha 
MO Other MO Other 
3. What engine size? 3. What engine size? 
A ÛJ 40-99cc D 0 300-399cc G O 600-699cc A D 40-99cc D O 300-399cc G O 600-699cc 
в 0 100-199сс E O 400-499cc H ÛJ 700-799cc В [1100-199сс E L1400-499cc H L1700-799cc 
C Û 200-299cc F 0500-599сс J 0800cc & up C 0 200-299cc Е O 500-599cc J 0800cc & up 
4. Excluding motorcycle ($) currently owned, had you previously 4. Excluding motorcycle(s) currently owned had you previously 
owned a motorcycle? 1 О Yes 2 UNo owned a motorcycle? 1 О Yes 2 ÙU No 
If Y ES: If YES: 
5. What make? (Most recently owned, if more than one.) 5. What make? (Most recently owned, if more than one.) 
A Û BSA DOH G O Kawasaki K О Suzuki А О BSA DOH-D 'G Û Kawasaki K О Suzuki 
^ О BMW EO Pam H О Norton L ÛU Triumph в O BMW Е О Hodaka Н О Norton L О Triumph 
C О Bultaco Е О Honda J О Ossa MO Yamaha C О Bultaco F O Honda J О Ossa м О Yamaha 
N О Other N O Other 
6. What engine size? (Most recently owned, if more than one.) 6. What engine size? (Most recently owned, if more than one.) 
1 J 40-99cc 4 0 300-399cc 7 0 600-699cc 1 [340-99cc 4 0 300-399cc 7 0 600-699cc 
2 O 100-199cc 5 O 400-499cc 8 ÛJ 700-799cc 2 O 100-199cc 5 L] 400-499cc 8 O 700-799cc 
3 O 200-299cc 6 O 500-599cc 9 0800cc & up 3 J 200-299cc 6 O 500-599cc 9 [1800cc & up 


7. Do you plan to Aah a new motorcycle within the next 12 months? 


7. Do you plan to Aul a new motorcycle within the next 12 months? 
B O No 


Yes B O No 


If YES: If YES: 
8. What make are you most seriously considering? (Check ONE.) 


8. What make are you most seriously considering? (Check ONE.) 
АОвѕа DQH-D GO Kawasaki J О Suzuki 


ALI BSA рОн-р G ÛJ Kawasaki ЈО Suzuki 








BLlBMW Е О Hodaka НО Norton K O Triumph BOBMW EQ Hodaka НО Norton KO Triumph 
C ÛJ Bultaco Е О Honda 1 O Ossa L O Yamaha СО Bultaco Е Honda | O Ossa LO Yamaha 
M O Other M Û Other 
9. What engine size? 9. What engine size? 
A ÛJ 40-99cc D ÛJ 300-399cc G O 600-699cc A Г140-99сс D 0 300-399cc G 0 600-699cc 
B 0 100-199cc E O 400-499cc H ÛJ 700-799cc B 0 100-199cc E 0 400-499cc H ÛJ 700-799cc 
б O 200-299cc F 0500-599сс J О800сс & up C 0 200-299cc Е 0500-599сс J О800сс & up 


10. How much do you plan to spend on motorcycle accessories (e.g. 
protective clothing, goggles, special instruments, tools, mirrors, 
etc.) within the next 12 months? 
1 О Less than $30 30 $50-$59 5[1$100-$149 7 0$200-$299 
20$30-$49 4 060-99 60$150-$199 8(1$300 or more 


. What is your age? 
‘AQUnder 18 CO21-24 Е035-44 С6[155-64 
B [118-20 0025 - 34 F[l145-54 HLl65 or over 


10. How much do you plan to spend on motorcycle accessories (e.g. 
protective clothing, goggles, special instruments, tools, mirrors, 
etc.) within the next 12 months? 
1 О Less than $30 3 O $50-$59 5 [1$100-$149 7 L1$200-$299 
2[1$30-$49 4 0$60-$99 6 [1$150-$199 8 ÛJ $300 or more 


11. What is your аде? 

ALlunder18 С021 - 24 Е[135-44 С 055 - 64 

в 018 -20 00 25 - 34 Е 045 -54 Hl665 or over 

For information on items circle numbers below. 

l 2 3 4 Б 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 B 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 
46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 
61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 
76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 | 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 
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For information on items circle numbers below. 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 
46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 
61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 
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MARKET PLACE 





NON-DISPLAY CLASSIFIED: COMMERCIAL 
RATE: For firms or individuals offering commer- 
cial products or services. $1.25 per word (includ- 
ing name and address). Minimum order $12.50. 
Payment must accompany copy except when ads 
are placed by accredited advertising agencies. 
Frequency discount: 5% for 6 months: 10% for 12 
months paid in advance. READER RATE: For 
individua!s with a personal item to buy or sell. 90 
cents per word (including name and address). NO 
MINIMUM! Payment must accompany copy. 
DISPLAY CLASSIFIED: One inch by one column. 
$60.00: Two inches by one column. $120.00: Three 
inches by one column. $180.00. Column width 2- 
1/4 Advertiser to supply film positives. Please 
write or phone for frequency rates. 


GENERAL INFORMATION: First word in all non-display classified ads set in bold caps at no extra charge. ALL copy subject to publisher's approval. All 
advertisers using Post Office Boxes in their addresses MUST supply publisher with permanent address and telephone number before ad can be run. Closing 
Date: 3rd of the 2nd month preceding cover date (for example. March issue closes January 3rd). Send order and remittance to Hal Cymes. CYCLE, One Park 


Avenue. New York. 10016. 





FOR SALE 





BULTACO 


BULTACO OF ROCKLAND. East coast's largest. All 
models available. We'll ship anywhere. Mail order parts 
and machinery. Releases installed, cylinder boring and 
crank rebuilding. Open seven days. P.O. Box 46, Route 17, 
Sloatsburg, New York 10974. 


NORTON 


NORTON! Clearing Interstates $1495.00; Combat Road- 
sters $1450.00; factory crated. U.S. Inquiries. Chariot 
Cycle, Box 3534, Station "B", Winnipeg, Canada R2W3R4. 
204-582-6123. Canadians: Add $100.00 


MISCELLANEOUS 


OVERSEAS now or soon? Buy new foreign cars and motor- 
cycles at low factory prices, delivery Europe or USA. Send 
$1. for catalogue. Europacar International, Box 360, Ports- 
mouth, NT 03802. (Stateside Delivery orders must originate 
while overseas.) 


SUNBEAM shaft drive 1947 to 1957, from $200. Shipping 
$115 approximately. Send for sale cycles, road tests, 
spares list, $1.75 airmail. Stewart's Bective Road, London 
SW152QA, England. 





























ACCESSORIES 





Camping and Touring Gear 


for Bike Riders. > 
2 

Tents, Sleeping Bags, 

Stoves, Cooksets, 


Tools, Apparel, Books, / Ж) 
fd AD 


z 
2 
z 





i ri ر‎ 
Bike Accessories x ys |S 


PLUS... ROAD SYetems 


BIG NEW CATALOG — 254 


LT GREAT OUTDOORS 
ENTERPRISES 
4421a Hollister Av. Santa Barbara, Ca 93110 
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DEALERS—RIDERS custom seats that fit exact frame 
design. Harley, Honda, Norton, Triumph, BSA, Yamaha. 
American, 3434 N. Harlem, Chicago, III. 60634. (312) 777- 
8808. 


MONOGRAMMED genuine leather jacknife key case. 
Holds six keys. (not bulky) Ideal for motorcycles. 
Burgundy-Black. $1.25 R-AN-J Leather Goods, Р.О. Box 
945, Leominster, Mass. 01453. 








UV LNG N ИЄ" CURES HARD TO 
N "ERN TURN THROTTLES. 
Applies counteracting torque to the twist grip. 
Fully adjustable spring tension. 


Mounts inside handlebar. 
Easy installation. 


$7 95 retl. 
or send 10€ for literature 
$4.50 Dealer Cost 


CMB MFG. CO. DEPT. Д BOX 57, TEMPE, ARIZONA 85281 


OIL COOLER 


Available for all models, HONDA, YAMAHA, 

KAWASAKI, BMW. Specify make and 

model number when ordering, 
"Utilizes NASA developed 
heat-transfer Also send 60€ for 
technology all new 80 pages edition 


1973 HONDA ACCESSORY CATALOG 





bars. 








Simply replace your old 
DIPSTICK with ISOCYCLE* 


Send check or M.O. to 
MEGASONICS INC. • Р.О. Box 87 • Greenwich, Conn. 06830 











о 


oats 
venei 
To 


$0061 "ed 'рАмиАэ-а(ед ‘SE ход ‘o'd 


The C.A S. micro Alarm is the 
only motorcycle anti-theft system yours) motorcycles. Uncondition- 


volt, negative ground (probebly 


that is NOT VISIBLE once in- ally guarentesd for the life of your 
stalled, to provide the most effec. bike (we know our product). 
tive protection against even the Write for free literature, or order 
professional thief: the element of direct ($19.93, includes airmail 
total surprise. Designed for 12 postege). At dealers who care... 





ENGLISH RACING 
ACCESSORIES INC. 


19 E. WEBSTER ST., М. MERRICK, N.Y. 11566 
Specialists in High Quality Hand Layed Fiberglass 


Attention CB750 Owners 


At last our top quality cafe racer equipment is 
available for the CB750 and CB500. Now is the 
time to really move out and make your Honda 
the envy of the crowd with our race-proven 
equipment. The G/T fairing shown is also avail- 
able for the Kawasaki 500 and 750, Yamaha 
250 and 350, and the larger BSA and Triumph 


models. Clip-ons and rear-set foot controls 
available for these models. Of course our full 
range of Commando equipment is still available. 
Send 25¢ for our catalogue and check our unbe- 
lievably low prices. Full money-back guarantee. 





CUSTOM MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORIES. Honda. 
Yamaha, Suzuki, Harley. Factory to you price. Scroll Sissy 
Bars, Back Pads, Safety Bars, Handlebars. Send 10 cents 
postage for item-price list. American Products. P.O. Box 
60031, Chicago, III. 60660. 





APPAREL 





EMBLEMS embroidered to your own design. Leading 
manufacturer offers custom emblems in any quantity. Send 
sketch for firm quote or write for free Design-An-Emblem 
Guide and literature. A-B Emblem, Box 9695, Weaverville, 
North Carolina 28787. 





per pair. Foreign orders add .80 per pair, 


HIDALGO SUPPLY CO. Dept. C 


i STAY-ON SUNGLASSES | 
і + -———s 2 _ AL last, sunglasses for rough riders, The | 
П YY ^w spring-cable earpieces keep them on | 
la P». ‘your face. They come with impact- | 
IX resistant optical glass lens, triple-braced | 
ү ^ adjustable metal trame, brow rest, car- | 
1 rying case, and а 10 day money-back | 
|. guarantee. Order now, most orders shipped within 24 hours of receipt. 1 
1 State choice of green, yellow, or grey lens. Send only $4.95 for 1 pair, | 
| 58.95 for 2, or $11.95 for 3. Postpaid. For Air-Mail shipment add .50 | 
П [ 
П П 
1 1 

















LEATHER MOTOR CROSS PANTS 


Direct From Importer 


$49.95 Plus 
$1.50 Postage and Handling 


Fully lined, inside sewn 
extra thick padding hips 
and knees, and zippered 
rear pocket. Black with 
gold stripe, or black with 
red, white and blue stripe. 
Thousands sold at $79.95. 


CC MOTOR SPORT CTR. 
353 Stevens Street, Hyannis, Mass. 02601 


HE 


PARR 


Dept. 34 Box 294 
| Phoenix 85001 
\ (3903 N. 16 St.) 
LEATHER 
JEANS 
Contour cut. 
Low onthehips. 
Snug saddle 
seat. Unlined 
Black,Cordovan 
or Saddle Tan. 
Custom Made. 
State waist, hip, 
inseam. 52.00 
Plus 1.00 ship- 
ping ea. order. 
Send 50c coins 
for COLOR 
PHOTO 
3 CATALOG 
ШГ of Cycle Wear, 
к LEATHERS. 


PARR is 1st 
in RAINSUITS & Dirt Rider 
quilted twill JACKETS & JEANS. 















CYCLE 














RACING SHADES 


Sunglasses expertly styled for Pro’ Racers 

and Drivers who expect these high quality fea— 

tures: Handcrafted. . .Stainless 

\ Steel Frames. . .Brown Tinted, 

x Polished Glass Lens. . . Heat 

? у Treated for Impact Resistance 
| CCS Unconditional Money Back 

X E} Guarantee. $6.95 a pr. or 2 pr. 

for $12.95. Postpaid. Add 25¢ 

for Air Mail. Ga. Residents add Sales Tax. 10 Day Delivery. 

V.R. Corp., Dept. 01 P.O. Box 4212 Columbus, Ga. 31904 















FINEST QUALITY LEATHER motorcycle jackets, stirts. 
pants, boots, belts, gloves, vests, helmets, raingear, sad- 
dlebags. tools, accessories. World's lowest prices. Im- 
mediate delivery. Catalog 25 cents. Herm's Leathertogs, 
Dept. C., 701 Northhampton St., Easton, Pa. 18042. 





BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 





$200.00 Daily in your Mailbox! Your opportunity to do what 
mailorder experts do. Free details. Associates, Box 136- 
CY, Holland, Michigan 49423. 


FREE SECRET BOOK "2042 Unique, Proven Enterprises." 
Beat inflation with fabulous, successful "Little Knowns." 
Work home! Haylings-B10, Carlsbad, CA 92008. 


SALESMEN Wanted ... Earn Big Commission Full or Part 
Time. Show America's largest line Low Priced Business 
Printing and Advertising. Specialties Plus calendars in 
season. No experience. No investment. No collections or 
deliveries. On-the-spot commissions. Big Free Sales Kit 
samples hundred items used daily by businessmen 
Merchandise bonuses for yóu. Build profitable repeat 
business. Start now. National Press, Dept. 73F, North 
Chicago, IIl. 60064. 











CLUBS 















International Cafe Racers Association 


Join now the world-wide organization for 
Café Racer Enthusiasts. Receive pin, 1 year 
subscription to “The Ton” newspaper, ac- 
cessory catalogues, technical sheets, and all 
the latest info on the sport. 


Send $5.00 to: 
ICRA, Box 73, Houston, Texas 77002 





CYCLE PUBLICATIONS 





ип иш шш шш иш иш шш иш тш иш иш пи ша 
| MOTORCYCLE MANUALS ü 
Step by step pictures and directions 
B make tune-ups and repairs easy for i 
i anyone using these professional manuals. 8 
ONEW! Honda 350850044 су!......... $5.50 
[] Honda 750 All models (Clymer)... $5.50% 
O Honda Twins 125-160-175-350.... $5.50 
О Honda Twins All 250-305............. $4.50 
О Honda Singles 50-90 Mini & Trail. $5 50% 
O Kawasaki Singles,90-350 (Clymer) $5.50@ 
Kawasaki Twins & Mach lll.......... $5.50 
C]Suzuki Twins (Clymer)....... - $5 50% 
О Triumph 500-650 (Clymer) $5.50 
-J Harley-Davidson Glide&Sportster. $4.95 
O Motorcycle Trouble Shooting....... $4958 
О Enduro by Thomas Firth Јопезѕ.....$2.95 
О Sammy Miller on Trials................. $5.95 
[JArt of Мото-Сго$......................... $3.50 
NEW! Datsun 2402 Manual 
| Send check or U.S. money order. (No 
C.O.D.s). All prices include postage. 
| (Conn. residents add 7% tax). 
| CHARLES WEBB MOTOR BOOKS ü 
1 1242 Stratfield Road, Dept. C6 
Bridgeport, Conn. 06604 i 
Шш eee ss GA 
































EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION 


OVERSEAS JOBS—Now hiring. 103 countries. all 
occupations, high pay, free transportation, tax benefits. 
Latest computerized reports—$2.00. TRANSWORLD, Inter- 
national Airport, Box 90802-CY. Los Angeles, California 
90009. 





EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 





REPS WANTED—M&M LIMITED—The Chain Belt People, 
are looking for sales Reps in many areas. Our product line 
will expand in '73 and we need capable representatives to 
call on Dealers and Distributors. Send brief resume and list 
of territories covered. M&M Ltd., 7171 Grand, Chicago 
60635. 





EQUIPMENT AND PARTS 





WARDS RIVERSIDE 
MOJAVE (By Benelli) 
PARILLA 

CAPRIOLO 

MV AGUSTA 250 
BIANCHI 

CAPRI SCOOTERS 


PARTS 


World’s largest Inventory 
for Italian motorcycles 
Rebuilt Engine Exchanges 


COSMOPOLITAN MOTORS, INC. 
Hatboro, Pa. 19040 
(215) 672-9100 





IF YOU NEED 


PARTS 


WE WILL SHIP 
ANYWHERE IMMEDIATELY. 


CYCLE CITY Inc. 


BSA Triumph Dealer 


111 Sunrise Highway 
Amityville, N. Y. 11701 
Call 516-842-5771 








c THe 
CATALOL 


1 JIDER FROM: — r^ 

Te MOTOR Shop 
552 MOUNTAIN Vigw Av 
OXNARD ,CA 9303 


DAVIDSON 
PARTS 
[330 - 25 


LATER Twins 





1 Day Mail Order Service 
NATIONWIDE 


From New England's Leading BSA Dealer 
NORFOLK Box 81, Rte 1A, 


MOTORCYCLES "Uil Mass. 02056 


HONDA PARTS 


ONE DAY MAIL WORLD WIDE 
State: Model No., year, frame, & engine nos. 
COMPLETELY NEW 80 PAGE PARTS-ACCESSORY CATALOG 
Send 606 postage & handling ($1.50 air) 


HONDA of MINEOLA 


336 Jericho Tpke., Mineola, N.Y. 11501 « (516) 248-5558 








FORKING BY FRANK 


Fine fork tubes and front 
suspension components--springs, 
collars, crowns, trees, braces, 
fork tube nuts. Reliable fit. 
Reliable delivery. 
FRANK'S 
Maintenance & Engineering 
945-49 Pitner 





Evanston, Illinois 60202 





SUZUKI PARTS: Large inventory—Champion Motorcycles, 
840 Main, St. Charles, Illinois 60174. 


HONDA PARTS you can't find, try Spring Branch Honda, 
9702 Old Katy Road, Dept. C., Houston, Tx. 77055. Pho. 
(713) 464—6205. Give: model year, frame, eng. number. 
Powroll—Dunstall—Yoshimura—Honda Speed Parts. 








EXCITING Overseas Jobs—Directory $1.00. Research 
Associates, Box 889-E, Belmont. California 94002. 


OVERSEAS Employment. . . Australia, Europe, Asia, South 
America! All occupations! $700-$4,000 monthly! Employ- 
ment International, Box 29217-WS. Indianapolis, Indiana 
46229. 





HARLEY-DAVIDSON PARTS: one day mailorder. free 
catalog! lllinois Harley-Davidson, 6500 Roosevelt, Oak 
Park, Illinois 60304. 


CYCLE SALVAGE INC. New, Used, Reconditioned 
Motorcycle Parts; 157 Water Street, New Haven, Conn. 
06511. 1-203-624-4315. 








AUSTRALIA—NEW ZEALAND WANTS YOU!!! 50.000 Jobs! 
Paid transportation! Latest information and forms. $1.00. 
AUSTCO. Box 3623-CY. Long Beach. Calif. 90803. 
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SAN DIEGO MOTORCYCLE SALVAGE—used parts for all 
makes and models. 2676 Newton Avenue, San Diego. CA 
92113. 





CLOSING OUT. Ballak & Co. New & used parts for old 
American motorcycles. Catalogue, 50 cents. 811 N. 9th, St. 
Louis, MO 63101. 

BMW and NSU Motorcycle complete parts and service 
WEST VALLEY CYCLE SALES, P.O. Box 2068, WINNETKA, 
CALIFORNIA 91306. Mailorders handled promptly. 


BARGAIN Hunters! Discount accessories! Peanut tanks, 
$15.00; fork tubes; sissy bars; many more chopper items! 
Free discount catalogue. Tombstone Cycle, 820 Kildonan 
Drive, Winnipeg 15, Manitoba, Canada, U.S. Inquiries. 


BULTACO YANKEE OSSA 
(201) 899-5495 


PARTS EE 


BEAVER DAM MARINE INC., 1668 Beaver 
Dam Road, Pt. Pleasant, New Jersey 08746 











CYLINDER & CRANK- 








pucati Norton) 


PARTS 


SHOP MANUALS AVAILABLE 


Send $1.00 for complete illustrated catalogue 
listing over 1200 items. 


N.B.C. Motorcycles Import 
P.O. Box 1, Mays Landing, N.J. 08330 
Phone (609) 476-2201 


KAWASAKI PARTS 


CRANKSHAFT SERVICE 
RACING CRANKS 
SPEED WORK — ALL MAKES 
3 CYLINDER POWER PAK $95 and up 
as designed and built 


for Cliff Carr’s Kawasaki racer 
by our tuner Kevin Cameron 
















Send 25¢ for information and decal 


arlington 


1098 Mass. Ave., Arlington, Mass. 02174 • (617) 648-1300 


MOTORCYCLE 
PARTS AND 
ACCESSORIES 


we" — XLCH MANUALS PISTONS 
ws, maces enm ALLOY Rings 








CUSTOM CMROMÉ оам BSA 
суз Entield. 
On, " os më koyal 
— ^5 gos" LAMBRETIA VESPA 


HONDA 
ARUN угш эю, EQUIPMENT Ey 
LUCAS Wade. [O0 


Send 25¢ today (to cover mailing) for your 
illustrated catalog of all Cycle Supplies, parts 
and accessories available from: 


CALIFORNIA CYCLE SUPPLY 


P.O.Box 159, Dept.O Fairbury, Illinois 61739. 


VALVES 





MAIL ORDER SERVICE (C.0.D.) 


QUALITY PARTS, ACCESSORIES, 
MANUALS 


WE SHIP WORLD-WIDE 


YAMAHA-—21-«nch front wheel 
kits, compression releases, 
sprockets, drive chains, Moto-X 
accessories, Preston petty fend- 
HONDA-Extended fork tubes, €r$. Plastic tanks 
21anch front rims, rear drive sUzUKI—214nch 
chain, custom & tune-up parts, 
special sprockets & wheels 


KAWASAKI-—Most 


front rims, 
Moto-X accessories, handlebars, 
drive chains, compression re- 
parts in leases 


stock, custom parts, competition HaARLEY-CORBIN Gentry cus- 


engine work, bolt-on engine con- tom seats, frames, hard tails, 
versions, rebuilt cranks & CD! tires, drive chains 
units available 

ACCESSORIES ın stock—Full 
TRIUMPH & BSA—Lucas & Bore & Top Gear boots, Bell 
Amalı parts, custom seats & helmets, Wheels of Man clothing, 
frames, drive chains, repair hand- Lancer ‘leathers, Litton chain, 
books, clutch discs, standard & Betor & Koni shocks, Corbin 
highrise control cables: Gentry seats & frames, impact 


drivers, wrench sets, racing hel- 
Cycle Stop, Inc., Dept. P mets & goggles, expansion cham- 
501 S. BERNADOTTE 


bers, custom built parts. If you 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70119 have a special problem, we may 
PHONE (504) 488-6647 


have the answer. 


Many other goodies — Catalog 254 — Orders shipped same day’ 
received. Freight free on orders over $25. APO & FPO add $1 for 
airship. 
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HONDA 
PARTS WAREHOUSE 


Supplying all your needs for original 
Honda parts 


Also featuring: Custom, Moto-X & Enduro 

accessories. Phone & mail orders sent COD 

incl. frame & engine nos. —Parts nos, if dir. 
Dealer inquiries invited 


CARR'S HONDA CENTER, 6800 N. CLARK ST., 
CHICAGO, ILL. 60626 312-274-7777 





Hi-Rise Bars in 8", 10", 12" & 15" rise with 1 
each clutch, brake and throttle cable, 
$25.00 postpaid. Bikes using more cable, 

Handlebars extras are $4.00 each. Triumph, BSA, 

and Cables Honda, Yamaha, BMW, Norton, Suzuki 
& Kawasaki, 

AMAL concentric carbs, 28, 30 & 32 mm $36.00, 
No Catalog. 


HALL'S MOTORCYCLE SALES 
Dept.C, Box 4103, Alexandria, La. 71301 





















М“ 
S 
OS for your 


HONDA! 
Big Bore Kits 


Cams and Tuned Pipes 
H.C. Pistons e Stroker Assembly 
FOR ALL POPULAR HONDAS 


Send for our complete catalog [апа Bonus 
Offer!], $1.25 cash or money order. Catalog 
excerpt for your specific year and model 

only 50c. Individual questions answered gladly. 


(9 POWROLL 


PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS. INC. 
P.O. Box 1206 A6 
Bend, Oregon 97704 


(503) 382-6395 











EUROPEAN TOURING 


INSTRUCTION 








BUYING A COMMANDO, under the personal export scheme? 
We are the only OFFICIALLY FACTORY APPOINTED SER- 
VICE CENTRE and sell only Norton. Same day delivery. 
Save your dollars by dealing with the SPECIALISTS with all 
services - SPARES - ACCESSORIES - INSURANCE - FREIGHT- 


ING - the experts in handling your personal requirements. 
Send for detailed literature showing how to get here from the 
airport etc., and any other information you may require. 


Taylor Matterson, Bedford Hill, London S.W. 12 - Tel.: 01-673-0981 








A WELCOME AWAITS YOU AT PARKS OF LONDON. 
Customs Approved and Manufacturer Appointed personal 
exporters of BSA, Triumph and Suzuki cycles. We offer a 
really friendly but businesslike individual service, and we 
are especially set up and equipped to supply cycles to U.K. 
visitors. Please write for our 1973 export brochures, 
designed to assist you in budgeting for your European 
tour. 404 Lewisham High Street, London SE13 6LJ. 
England. Telephone: 01-690-4878. 


TOURING EUROPE 773. Big price reductions on Tax-Free 
1973 Triumph/BSA motorcycles to UK visitors. Free 
brochures now! Comerfords, Dept. C, Portsmouth Road, 
Thames Ditton, Surrey, London, England. 








WHY hassle with London traffic and Channel crossings? 
Pick up your British bike at British prices at Euro-Bike's 
Showroom in the Arrival Hall of the Amsterdam Inter- 
national Airport. Get off the plane, on your bike, and on the 
road within the hour. Euro-Bike, Inc., Dept. 4C, 810 18th 
Street, NW, Washington, DC 20006. (202) 347-0766. 





GOVERNMENT SURPLUS 





JEEPS Typically from $53.90...Trucks from $78.40... 
Cars, Automotive Parts, Tools, Boats, Airplanes, Knives. 
Clothing, Sporting, Electronics Equipment. Wide variety, 
condition. 100,000 bid bargains direct from government 
nationwide. Complete Sales directory and surplus cate- 
gories catalog $1.00 (deductible on orders from separate 
included catalog). Surplus Service, Box 820-CY, Holland, 
Michigan 49423. 





INVENTIONS WANTED 





PATENT Searches including maximum speed, full airmail 
report and closest patent copies. Quality searches expertly 
administered with complete secrecy guaranteed. Free In- 
vention Protection Forms and “Patent Information." Write 
Dept. 17, Washington Patent Office Search Bureau, Ben- 
jamin Franklin Substation, P.O. Box 7167, Washington, 
D.C. 20044. 
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* 5 MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS 


We train Mechanics for the Motorcycle 
Industry. Backed by Years of experience, 
















Write today for details. Veterans, be 
sure to inquire about approved courses! 


SERVICE. IMC. out-of-state otal Tol1-Free 1-800-547-7916 
ttn Locally, call 659-5181 









HONDA 750, complete tune-up instructions. $2.00, 
Stubblefield, 760 Willow St. No. 33, Jackson, MI 39204. 





MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 





30% DISCOUNT name brand musical instruments. Free 
catalog. Freeport Music, 455-K, Route 110, Melville, N.Y. 
11746. 





RECORDS, HI-FI AND ELECTRONICS 





FREE J Spectacular sound! Stereo testing! 


Background music and sound effects! 
КТЫ ДӨГЕ Special Interest Records available 


exclusively from Ziff-Davis. 
INTEREST Send for your free Record Catalog — 


LRA Zift-Davis Publishing Со. Dept. 23, 
CATALOG One Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016. 








RESORTS AND TRAVEL 


BT ‘73 


Thrilling mountain roads 
and spectacular scenery 
are waiting for you in 
Colorful Colorado. 





Choose from two different 
and exciting routes. 


Come with us and be free... 
For details write: 


BT BIKE TOURS 


P. 0. BOX 18394, DENVER, COLORADU 80218 





SERVICES 








CUSTOMIZED painting: tanks; fenders; side covers. Metal 
flaking or multi colored. Details and price list, write: 
Tommy “The Hebe;" 9501 Little River Blvd., Miami, Florida 
33147. 





MISCELLANEOUS 









USED PARTS 


All makes and models. Save up to 50% of 
retail. Many early & obsolete British parts 
in stock. Prompt 1 day service. 

Write Dept. C, 87 Park St., 
Beverly, Mass. 01915. (617) 922-3707 










IDENTIFICATION Cards, send stamped self-addressed 
envelope for samples. NIPCOF, 727 North Main, Las 
Vegas, Nevada 89101. К 


SLEEP LEARNING. Hypnotic Method, 92% effective. 
Details free. ASR Foundation, Box 7566 EG, Fort Lauder- 
dale, Florida 33304. 

FREE—VALUABLE TREASURE FINDER catalog sent by 
return mail. Find Coins, Rings, Gold, Silver, Metal, Relics, 
Write today, JETCO, Dept. CC, Box 26669, El Paso, Texas 
79926. 
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Suzuki is the most reliable bike made 
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And we put our warranty where our mouth is. 


When we tell you Suzukis are built 
to take on the country, that’s not just talk. 

Because the words in our advertising 
are backed up by the words in our 
warranty. 

12 months/ 12,000 miles* 

That's twice the mileage and a half- 
year's more protection than most 
warranties. But we cover it. 

Because we know how well we build 
our motorcycles. 

It takes about three years for a 
Suzuki to evolve from drawing board idea 
to finished motorcycle. 

With no short-cuts in between. 

Suzuki engines, for example, are 
assembled by hand. Which is one reason 
we can warranty all the internal parts of 
the engines, the blocks, even the trans- 
missions: we know they're tough. 

Everything's put together carefully. 


Suzuki: built to take on the e 


CIRCLE NO. 25 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


Then everything's inspected. Then 
tested. Then inspected again. 

We do this not only because we're 
finicky, but because we know you are. 
And why not? 

You pay good money, you should get 
a good product. 
And one way to tell before you 


spend the money is to check the warranty. 


No one gives you a longer one 
than us. 
And the longer, the better. 













U.S. Suzuki Motor Corporation, 
13767 Freeway Drive, Dept. 4033, 
Santa Fe Springs, СА 90670. 

In Canada, Radco Sales Ltd., 

1107 Homer St., Vancouver, B.C. 

*Covers all internal parts of cylinder 
head, block and transmission. Г 
Purchaser must comply with 
Owner's Manual Instructions: (suzuki © 
registration must be mailed to Suzuki 
within 48 hours, and service checks must 
be made by an authorized Suzuki dealer 
at 750, 2,000, and every 2,000 miles 
thereafter during warranty period. 








RECORD Continued from page 93 


springs (the same rate as stock springs, but 
longer to accommodate the Konis), the 
lowered steering heads, and 50-pound Wit- 
ham springs in the forks with 20-weight 
Torco oil. The bikes do not handle appreci- 
ably better than they had that morning. 

Late Tuesday afternoon it was time for 
Yvon to get it on. With the help of Cham- 
pion's Bobby Strohlmann and Skip Mason, 
the Yoshimura engine is finally making 
horsepower, and Yvon bombs the 10-Ki- 
lometer record with a blistering pace of 
150.845 mph. His quickest lap had been 
160.288 mph, about three mph up on 
Romero's. The 903 had been revving way 
over 10,000 rpm; the sound coming out of 
it was a scream from hell that made the 
asphalt dance. 

It has been Bryon's show all the way. He 
has set the suspensions, charted the strate- 
gies and assigned the riders, and Tuesday 
evening, long after most everyone has left, 
he squats in the garage figuring speeds and 
tire wear rates and fuel stops, pulling it all 
into balance so both bikes could average 
over 100 mph for 24 hours. 

Kawasaki’s effort was strenuous and ex- 
pensive. They could not afford to tip-toe 
past Merle Schenck's individual 24-hour 
record of 1,945 miles, nor could they af- 
ford to sneak over the existing FIM 24- 
hour record of 2,172 miles set by a bunch 
of guys on a Suzuki back in 1968. They 
had to blast both records and get the aver- 
age speed up into three figures, or it 
wouldn't be worthy either of their efforts 
or of the Z-1. How fast to go—that was 
what Bryon had to figure out. 

“A hundred and ten mph. That's it. We 
do 80-second laps and the tires'll last, we'll 
get better than 20 miles per gallon, and the 
24-Hour average will be over 100 easy." 
He double-checks everything, is satisfled, 
and goes home. 

Shetler, Davis, and Skip Newell do not. 
Shetler and Davis are professionals; the 
bikes they're setting up have to last for 24 
hours at engine speeds that will not drop 
below 7,000 rpm. Cam covers come off, 
points covers come off, tanks come off, 
chains are adjusted and everything is made 
perfect. They do not work fast. Nor do 
they make mistakes. They seem confident 
that the engines will hang in there. Duck 
soup," says Davis. 

The real grind starts the next morning, 
Wednesday, 9:34 a.m. Without a lot of cer- 
emony Nixon leads off on the Number 2 
bike, and Hurley Wilvert begins on Num- 
ber 3. Riding with Nixon will be Art Bau- 
mann, Farnsworth, and MotorCycle 
Weekly's John Weed, a veteran of the Isle 
Of Man and an active roadracer. With 
Hurley: you, Masahiro Wada, and Cliff 
Carr. Eighty-second laps. One down. Two 
down. Three down. 1,062 to go. 

Your concentration begins to focus on 
Number 3—your bike—and gradually you 
forget about Number 2. You hope yours 
covers more ground than theirs does. You 
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know yours is faster (it had clocked a 134 
the day before, about 2 mph faster than 
Number 2). You also know that speed 
doesn't really count. Eighty-second laps 
count. One-hundred-and-ten average 
speeds count. And avoiding big problems 
counts most of all. 

One of the big problems should involve 
rear wheel chain, but it doesn't. Not on 
these bikes. They have been fitted with 
Dense Lube chain. It does not need to be 
lubricated (although the sprockets do), and 
it does not stretch. 

Hurley is in for his first gas stop. 

"How is it?" you ask. 

“Gets you in the neck. Otherwise О.К.” 

Forty minutes later Hurley is back in 
and it's your turn. Gas and go, into the 
heat and vastness of the Speedway. Three 
miles on the freshly reset trip odometer. 
Ten miles. Your neck starts to ache. You 
schedule exercise periods for the back 
straightaway and try different lanes 
through the banking for diversion, togeth- 
er with different riding positions. The first 
one: chest pressed down against the foam 
rubber, feet on the passenger pegs, looking 
between the instruments. The second one: 
same as above, except feet on the regular 
pegs. The third one: tail all the way to the 
back of the seat, arms stretched out 
straight, head down. The bike seems more 
stable through the banks in position 3. You 
remember it in case you need it later. 

Fifty miles. You sit up on the back 
straight, bend your head as far forward as 
you can stand, and then back to either 
side. A hot rope touches your shoulders. 
Sixty miles. At 70 miles the bike staggers 
and you grope for the petcock and switch 
it to reserve, and give the signal next time 
around. Into the pits, gas, a look at the 
tires and chain, and back out. Ten miles. 
Fifty miles. Seventy miles and you're in 
and off the bike, Cliff is on it, and your 
ears are ringing and your hands hurt and 
you wonder if anyone has been watching at 
all. Twenty-one hours to go. Five more 
shifts. You don't think about it and go 
climb out of your sweaty, sticky leathers. 

By nine that evening Number 3 is five 
laps ahead, averaging just under 111 mph. 
Number 2 has had to change a front tire 
already, and that accounts for the differ- 
ence. Realization dawns that the FIM 12- 
hour record, which Kawasaki had hoped 
to bag with the Yoshimura bike, was 
within reach of Number 3. 

Hurley had picked up the pace. Now it's 
your turn, and you hope you can keep it 
together through those dim, bumpy bank- 
ings. You remember, as you wobble out of 
the pits, what Bryon had said the morning 
before: “The wobbling’s a nuisance, but it 
doesn't get worse; it isn't dangerous." 

With the engine running at 8,600 rpm 
down the back straightaway and ground- 
speed nearing 140 mph you hope he's 
right; in front of you is the north bank and 
as you get into it the oscillation begins, a 
long, hopeless, snakey, hinging flex that 
seems worse because of the darkness and 


causes you more than a serious moment. 
Settle down, you big turkey. You get a 
sign: 69 seconds. You rocket through the 
tri-oval and into the south bank. The oscil- 
lation begins. If you hold it down low on 
the banking it's worse. If you let it get up 
high you're too close to the wall for com- 
fort. Sixty-eight seconds. Over 8,600 down 
the straightaway. Sixty-nine seconds. Your 
neck is killing you. Sixty-nine seconds. 
Please settle down. It doesn't. It hasn't 
been stable through the banks at speed for 
two days, and it's not about to start now. 
You try your rearward position. It helps 
some, but it gets you too far away from the 
handlebars in case something nasty should 
happen. Sixty-nine seconds. 

Then you get an "Easy" sign and you 
realize that you didn't make it. The stack 
of laps at 110 is too tall for a couple at 130 
to make enough difference, and you back 
down. Seventy-two seconds. Seventy-four 
seconds. Seventy-six seconds. O.K. Your 
stint will be over in 20 minutes, and you 
can rest your neck. You go back to doing 
your exercises on the straightaway, you go 
back to watching the stars, you go back to 
the world of the space between the instru- 
ments, the headlight, the illumination on 
the banking, the pain in your hands and 
between your shoulders, and the slow- 
moving keystrap just outside your face- 
shield. Fifty miles. Sixty miles. You're 
through, you hand the bike to Carr. 

The first time Shetler woke you up and 
told you "thirty minutes," it freaked you 
out so bad that you decided no sleep was 
the plan. So you watch Cliff and Bryon for 
a while, vague shapes between cones of 
light and waterfalls of satin sound, appear- 
ing in the darkness to be going much faster 
than they were going during the day, whis- 
tling relentlessly on and on and on through 
the sodden, colorless, cool Florida evening, 
flashing through the lights on either side of 
the main grandstand into darkness and 
back into ghostly light entering the sought 
bank and again into darkness on the long 
straightaway. Because the track tempera- 
ture is down 76- to 78-second laps are fine, 
but chain-checking holds the average to 
around 111 for Number 3 and 107 for 
Number 2. Before you leave the pits Shet- 
ler muses, “The chains aren't stretching. I 
wonder if that means they'll break . . ." 

You go over to the Kawasaki roadracing 
garage where Steve Whitelock is getting 
one of Yvon's bikes ready for Dallas and 
you jaw with him for awhile about the 
Daytona 200, the Japanese, and du Hamel. 
Then you hear it: one of the 24-Hour bikes 
suddenly picks up engine speed on the 
front straight, like the rider downshifted, 
and then it falls silent. You have been lis- 
tening to the two bikes for more than 12 
hours now and you're no longer conscious 
of them, but this funny sound has riveted 
you stiff. “I wonder what happened?" You 
ask Whitelock. “I dunno. Sounds like 
somebody fell off," Whitelock says. You 
hustle back to the pit area and see cars tak- 
ing off in all directions. Somebody says one 
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DISCOVER 
EUROPE 
ON A BIKE! 


MEET EURO-BIKE AND LET THEM 
TURN YOU ON TO EUROPE AND 
€ SAVINGS ON OVER 17 MAKES OF 
TAX-FREE CYCLES FROM 
50C.C.-900 C.C. 


€ AIRPORT SHOWROOM AND 
DELIVERY! 

€ LICENSE AND REGISTRATION 
INCLUDED! 

€ MOST COMPLETE INSURANCE 
AVAILABLE! 

€ RETURN SHIPMENT TO U.S.A. 


OR CANADA! 
Ө TEN SPEED RACING BICYCLES! 
; Euro-Bike Inc. Dept. 4 
; 810 18th Street, N.W., 
. Washington, D.C. 20006 
: TEL: 202/347-0766 


: Name - - —— Age 
B please print or write plainly 





* Address 





` City & State Zip 





GUALITY PRODUCTS FROM 
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Replacement 
Seat Cover 


Made of high grade naugahyde for maximum durability and 
Stitched together by super strong nylon thread. Easily 
installed in about 15 minutes by using a 1/8'' draw cord, 
thereby eliminating the use of metal prongs. Sizes to fit 
most models of motorcycles are now available in black 


only. 


Retail price $8.45 to $15.45 


WRITE FOR OUR LATEST CATALOG 


ACRA С... 


Р.О. ВОХ 891 
EL SEGUNDO, CALIF. 90245 











of the bikes lost a chain, but that nobody 
fell off. Deep inside you hope the chain fell 
off of Number 2, not Number 3. Which, as 
you see Cliff Carr bending like a vapor- 
trail through the tri-oval, turns out to be 
exactly the situation. The chain hadn't 
broken, however. The masterlink clip had 
come loose. None of the clips had been lost 
during the day, but speeds were jacked up 
for night-running and that was the differ- 
ence. That, and the fact that the Dense 
Lube chains were a shade too wide for the 
sprockets custom-built for the record at- 
tempt. The mechanics secured what they 
needed and eight minutes later Number 2 
was whirring around the grayness of the 
oval, now about 15 laps behind Number 3. 

“We had to put master links in the 
chains, just for insurance," Shetler said the 
next morning. “But I think if we'd used a 
regular rivet link the chains might have 
lasted the 24 hours easy." 

You're up for one more night stint, and 
one at about eight in the morning. As 
dawn brings color back to the speedwáy 
and with it fog arching in over the south 
bank, you look at the Z-1s. Number 2 is 
starting to sound a little rough. Number 3, 
now ahead by about 30 laps, is as strong as 
it was 22 hours ago. But they're both 
filthy, gas stains on the tanks and in the 
foam rubber, bugs all over the fork legs, 
exhaust pipes discolored near the cylinder 
heads, chain lube baked in nasty browning 
streaks on the mufflers and caked all over 
the rear wheels. You go out for your last 
140 miles in fresh Florida sunshine, the 
threat of fog having disappeared, and you 
notice that the front tire is out of balance 
and hopping. You ask the mechanics dur- 
ing your gas stop to check the axle-support 
nuts and you head for the oval. Seventy 
miles to go. You're sore all over. The 
exercises you try down the back straight 
no longer help. 

Sixty-five miles. Seventy miles. The mo- 
torcycle stumbles, you switch to reserve, 
you give the sign to the pits. It hasn't been 
so bad. Jeff Heininger has been a big help 
with his signs: Naked Ladies Ahead, Two 
7-15 For Sale, Apples 79c, Daytona City 
Limits, Burma-Shave. One more lap. 
Through the tri-oval, through the south 
bank, you wick it up to 8,600 down the 
back straightaway just to see if it can still 
run 140 mph (it can), through the north 
bank, and home, done, finished. Cliff Carr 
climbs into the saddle for the final 30 min- 
utes. Towards the very end Cliff and 
Bryon circulate together, side by side, and 
then 9:34 comes and you and your team- 
mates are out of the other side with God 
knows how many records and two motor- 
cycles that still run. 

When you try to go to sleep that after- 
noon, the bed will feel like it's loping and 
shaking and pulsing and galloping. When 
you wake up 20 hours later it will—final- 
ly—have settled down. You move your 
muscles to feel which ones are still sore. 

And you wonder out of what kind of 
steel Merle Schenck was made. 


KAWASAKI ENDURANCE RECORDS 


* 24-Hour Speed and Distance Record 
109.641 mph, 2631.402 miles 
Hurley Wilvert 
Cliff Carr 
Masahiro Wada 
Cook Neilson 


* ]0 Kilometer Speed Record 
. (Standing Start) 
150.845 mph 
Yvon du Hamel 


* 100 Kilometer Speed Record 
(Standing Start) 
141.439 mph 
Yvon du Hamel 


* AMA 1 Lap Closed Course Record 
(Flying Start) 
160.288 mph 
Yvon du Hamel 


* 23 AMA Hourly Records, 2 hours to 
24 hours inclusive. 


* 1] AMA Speed Records, from 300 
miles to 1000 miles inclusive, 1500 
miles, 2000 miles, 2500 miles. 


* 8 American Speed Records: 3 miles, 
5 miles, 10 miles, 15 miles, 20 miles, 
25 miles, 50 miles, 100 miles. 


...And A Cast of Thousands: 


Yvon du Hamel and wife Linda 

Art Baumann 

Cliff Carr and wife Diane 

Hurley Wilvert and wife Becky 
Masahiro Wada 

Gary Nixon 

Don Shoemaker and film crew 
Randy Hall 

Steve Whitelock 

Jeff Shetler 

Art Friedman 

Steve Stricklin and wife Linda 

Skip Newell 

Jeff Heininger 

Randy Davis and wife Sherry 
Bryon Farnsworth 

Bob Hansen 

Chris Young 

John Weed, wife Rose, and daughter 
Cook Neilson 

Bill Robinson and 2 Goodyear engineers 
Bobby Strohlmann and Skip Mason 
Red (Head Gorilla") the gas-man 
Don Woods 

Marty Mazner 

Buzz Baty and John Bethea 
Emmett Moore 

Dale Alexander and wife Betsy 
Fujio Yoshimura 

Setsuhara Tanaka 

Rich Goepfrich 

Jim Cagle 

Paul Shattuck 

Minoru Matsuzawa 

Merritt Collier 

Harvey the local Kawasaki dealer e 
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Flex our muscles. 


These are the Kawasaki 
triples—the muscle bikes. 

They're quick, they're 
agile, and they've got guts. 

Take the H-2 750 pictured 
at left. Don't be fooled by the 
sleek good looks. This number 
packs quite a wallop: from a 
standing start, it can cover the 


| quarter-mile in 12 seconds flat. 


And you can wind it up to 
126 MPH—if you can find a 
place where it's legal. Because 
the Kawasaki H-2is the world's 
fastest production street 750. 

See that Kawasaki H-1 500 
in the next column. Logically, 
you wouldn't expect it to 
perform like a 750. But it does! 
Performance figures are just 
a shade below those of our 750. 

What'smore,thehandling 
matches the extraordinary 
performance. А new chassis 
and improved suspension 
package share the honors. 

Next in line,the Kawasaki 
5-2 350. This one thinks it's a 
500. Acts like one, too. 

And last, our S-1 250. This 
little freeway flyer is definitely 
not for your Aunt Maude. 


Although, come to think of it, 
it's light enough for her to 
handle easily. 

If you're looking at 
triples, see your Kawasaki 
dealer. He's got the facts, the 
figures, the machines. And 
you'll find him in the Yellow 
Pages. 

Come flex our muscles. 





Kawasaki H-2 750 

Engine type: 2-cycle, 3 
cylinder, piston port 

Bore & stroke: 71 x 63mm 
Ignition system: electronic CDI 
Max. horsepower (SAE J245): 
71/6800 rpm 

Max. torque: 57.1 ft. 

lbs. /6500 rpm 

Top speed: 126 mph 

S.S. % mile: 12.0 sec. 
Transmission: 5 speed/ 
N-1-2-3-4-5 

Brakes: Front disc; rear drum 
Braking distance: 150 ft. at 

60 mp 

Weight: 422 lbs. 


MEMBER MOTORCYCLE INDUSTRY COUNCIL. 


Come out ahead 
on a Kawasaki. 
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Superplus! г 





_ the new Comman Oc | 
Süperplus the exültant verdict of one independent expert after riding Н 1 

thè most exciting development yet from the Norton stable. NP ) 
Why? 23 5 i 

Notjust because of its new dynamic 830cc power unit, with its improved longer life components evolved after 

countless hours of punishing test sessions on road and track, which makes light work of ES 

standing.quarters in the low twelve second bracket and speeds of two miles a minute ormore. Ж: 8 


Not just because of the higher gear which it pulls—for the kind of durability that ensures _ DE EZ 
you'll be keeping those miles burning. when others have fallen by the wayside. FA : 























Not just because you can now do it tall on regular gas—especially you globetrotters. 


But mainly because of its Norton inheritance of rideability and simplicity, ever the 
Norton formula for the bikes that lead—try one and start pushing back the frontiers. 


7 à For the name of your nearest U.S.A. dealer, write ог call: 
Exclusive Importers and Distributors, 
East of Mississippi River : Berliner Motor Corporation, 
Railroad Street and Plant Road, Hasbrouck Heights, 


New Jersey 07604. (201) 288-9696. 
Commando 850s Exclusive Importers and Distributors, 
. West of Mississippi River : Norton Villiers Corporation, 
Superplusbikes 6765 Paramount Blvd., North Long Beach, 
California 90805. (213) 531-7138. 
-all with.isolastic super-ride ; 


Featured: Commando Roadster with 

3 gal. steel gastank in candy apple. 
Other color options black and royal blue. 
Also available Commando Interstate 
with 7.gal. long distance steel gastank, 
color options black, midnight blue and 
candy apple. 

All machines fitted Norton-Lockheed 
hydraulic front disc brake. 
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